132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Stabilize and Sustainably Fund the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Fisheries and Hatcheries Division by Increasing the Inland Fishing License Fees and Establishing the Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Program
L.D. 77
An Act to Stabilize and Sustainably Fund the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Fisheries and Hatcheries Division by Increasing the Inland Fishing License Fees and Establishing the Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Fund
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__3f9ef51e_2654_4f42_be2e_35][bookmark: _PAGE__1_e3f542ee_3981_417d_a925_ac18dd9][bookmark: _PAR__2_3c7341ab_024a_48b1_9348_e1b66ae4]L.D. 77
[bookmark: _PAR__3_46a751a9_21e8_4169_aedf_e11289f1]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8a3d8463_45a5_4676_b9a8_8dcd412d]INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e0097373_6321_4d8b_af6b_9de8f721]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2e0be91f_ffd4_4f2c_a48d_6a28f22a]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b7d6805c_56c3_42ea_8fad_5f6ba1de]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3de8d8a1_7790_402b_b35a_fdbe75c8]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_86276826_eeee_48d6_b1c8_82653b3c]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_9802cbab_2a79_4905_86bf_c542c7c]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 41, L.D. 77, “An Act to Stabilize and Sustainably Fund the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Fisheries and Hatcheries Division by Increasing the Inland Fishing License Fees and Establishing the Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Fund”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d473c787_21ea_43f8_8e6d_e6][bookmark: _PAR__11_5b0fa297_9827_4621_95d2_c70606a]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_39141682_9b8b_4cb0_a56d_20624fd]'An Act to Stabilize and Sustainably Fund the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Fisheries and Hatcheries Division by Increasing the Inland Fishing License Fees and Establishing the Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Program'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__80868fad_9dfb_43eb_a09f_4b][bookmark: _PAR__13_fae91275_b290_4c5d_be48_4218b78]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a90bd5e5_0cfc_4d08_8c03_05bdfbf]'Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10108, sub-§13 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0e654aaa_a05b_4c50_8a86_fbbd0f3]13.  Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Program.  The Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Program, referred to in this subsection as “the program,” is established within the department's fisheries and hatcheries division.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_99694d00_2dc3_4c9a_9436_66440bf]A.  The program must: 
[bookmark: _PAR__17_31b14945_39a6_4bb3_bad2_a2557ef](1)  Prioritize native inland fish conservation and the research, management and enhancement of the State's native fish, including but not limited to those identified by the department as species of greatest conservation need, brook trout, lake whitefish, arctic charr and lake trout;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_a6ac8c58_811d_42c3_b2de_18a177d](2)  Identify and implement actions to enhance native fish production and stocking, including assessment of native fish production programs; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_329d89ca_06f1_4577_af6f_52a77f7](3)  Continue to conserve, protect and enhance the State's sport fish fisheries.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_31700d99_d885_4da9_8160_6afbe1a]B.  To the extent that resources allow, the program must also support and incorporate the following elements: 
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_2afddfcc_2754_4e30_bc32_0dd44c8][bookmark: _PAR__2_9d0ae798_f116_4d90_a3e7_6e9863e7](1)  The design and implementation of regional and statewide fisheries research programs to conserve the State's native inland and sport fish fisheries, ensuring the long-term sustainability and health of the State's fisheries; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_37f8e3fd_3397_46c6_95f1_cc5ace38](2)  Investment in new technology, equipment and training programs to enhance the success and effectiveness of the program; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_149d361a_da1c_472f_a68c_4d7f6edd](3)  Effective communication regarding ongoing program actions, success and collaboration; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b6b48a80_3f49_457a_82d7_e0fd8ccb](4)  The establishment of collaborative partnerships to engage organizations, communities and companies representing conservation groups, anglers, land trusts and other organizations involved in outdoor recreation in implementing and publicizing the program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4f790d53_06d8_46f9_9610_0a780929](5)  Engagement with representatives of various agencies, anglers and nonprofit organizations to enhance and restore the State's native fisheries habitat and populations. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ebcd88da_0bbd_46cf_8e38_25bcd4b0]C.  The commissioner may accept money, goods or services donated to the department for the program. Money accepted by the commissioner under this subsection must be deposited into the fisheries and hatcheries division dedicated account.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f4353a55_b475_45f8_826c_75801af6]D.  The commissioner, or the commissioner's designee, shall report no later than February 1st annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters regarding program activities, emphasizing the work being done to conserve, research, manage and enhance the State's native inland fish populations and including a summary of expenditures and their allocation.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_4ddcf87d_674c_4a12_93d0_58005a7b]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §10252, as affected by PL 2003, c. 614, §9 and amended by c. 655, Pt. B, §51 and affected by §422, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7cbc58e0_5f53_4e62_93cd_978d512]§10252.  Fish hatchery maintenance fund
[bookmark: _PAR__11_970d9eb7_6272_40fd_8075_1361241]1.  Fund established.  The fish hatchery maintenance fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established in the department as a nonlapsing fund to be used by the commissioner to fund or assist in funding engineering designs, statewide facilities assessments and maintenance, repair and capital improvements at fish hatcheries and feeding stations owned by the State. The fund may be used for overtime personnel services costs when overtime for fish stocking and other hatchery-related work is operationally required. Additionally, the fund may support the design, construction and operation of additional state fish hatcheries that support the mission of the department, as approved by the Legislature. The fund may not be used to fund the general operating costs of an existing fish hatchery. 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0a5ed3a5_c349_4887_97ac_10d4614]2.  Funding.  Notwithstanding section 10801, subsection 4, $2 from each fishing license sold must be deposited into the fund. Additionally, money deposited pursuant to Title 29-A, section 456-C, subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (1) must also be credited to the fund. The commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund any monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from public or private sources and must use that money for the purposes specified in subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_62ed3d7e_5068_4bd3_9078_286a06a][bookmark: _PAR__2_c5db0dcd_7a30_4ed3_a1fe_3f8caf38]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶D, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0c8a2716_f761_4d76_96a0_1f2ee39f]D.  A resident combination hunting and fishing license is $43 $48 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_46cd02e0_eeb5_4b54_aa09_fcb98773]Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶E, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ad7d0899_9834_427b_826c_68e0e315]E.  A resident combination archery hunting and fishing license is $43 $48 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ddd15486_85c7_4227_9fca_3faabca8]Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶J, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_bddb094c_6e11_48a2_9e13_2aa58b12]J.  A nonresident combination hunting and fishing license is $150 $169.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_98a881e5_ec9e_4655_90ab_7127de3e]Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§7, ¶B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 245, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7266fbf5_b3a6_4269_8787_6956f7f0]B.  A resident combination archery hunting and fishing license is $43 $48;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_84dbe1fc_192a_4800_87fa_7a50fac]Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §11109-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2023, c. 49, §2 and affected by §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e4458ea9_5721_4f09_8f63_d73bb5f]5.  Fee.  The fee for a super pack license is $207 $212 for residents and $182 $187 for a person holding 2 or more lifetime licenses.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_79848f10_68fb_4bf0_93ba_94add97]Sec. 8.  12 MRSA §12501, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2023, c. 228, §§11 and 12, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_5ddfe349_4f75_4b9a_abb8_f2e0693]6.  Schedule of fees.  The fees for fishing licenses are as follows.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_1336d793_dd89_47be_a07f_d09c95b]A.  A resident fishing license is $25 $30.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_640f3d25_74ea_493f_86e7_ee213b5]B.  A resident combination hunting and fishing license is $43 $48.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_37d1fbc2_1b90_4c1a_be75_e876aac]C.  A resident combination archery hunting and fishing license is $43 $48.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_99d24681_6724_45ad_87e4_6814da0]E.  A 3-day fishing license for a resident or nonresident, valid for the 72-hour period specified on the license, is $23 $30.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_12a0cee9_8013_4d60_aa5b_d6edc68]F.  A nonresident 7-day fishing license, valid for 7 days from date indicated on license, is $43 $62.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_0548c2cc_53b5_481d_a376_375f67f]G.  A nonresident 15-day fishing license, valid for 15 days from date indicated on license, is $47 $66.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_9e87e0d2_64ab_47c4_b550_3d123d4]H.  A nonresident season fishing license for persons 16 years of age or older is $64 $83.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_095676c6_b47e_413b_a311_58b0f59]J.  A one-day fishing license for a resident or nonresident, valid for the 24-hour period indicated on license, is $11 $18.
[bookmark: _PAR__22_be78a63b_477a_42f1_914e_76dd2ba]Sec. 9.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__23_94072d5a_7421_439e_b4f4_0f2cea8]INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__24_6dbcf6ba_ea43_49ea_95dd_5e36cb6]Fisheries and Hatcheries Operations 0535
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_3091c6a8_022a_4bd3_9277_b5ddd1e][bookmark: _PAR__2_f01ef090_aa43_4119_8306_0dd565fc]Initiative: Provides funding for expenditures authorized in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 10252, subsection 1.
	[bookmark: _PAR__3_7ad658f4_3904_49bc_869e_51dab7a2][bookmark: _LINE__3_07aa4620_9974_442e_bced_366014b]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_6e005177_3405_41b9_b989_9673353]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_82415ea3_8d64_4c19_9990_96b96a5]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_899486c9_d9ed_4ea9_96fd_8421bce]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_533f01f8_c767_42f7_ba05_462d7c8]$500,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_dfa8fe9f_6dcd_4bec_8d4f_793bb71]$500,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_ccdb97a0_f7ab_4b81_b86c_31a7c9e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_bfbfadf0_bd05_45b1_a704_e656db3]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_80e90066_4d66_41ba_b8d9_6f22a1b]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_34136a6e_ba2b_4ac0_9ab1_a95b415]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_319b0e3f_f7c8_491c_9133_17ab628]$500,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_3b1b0866_bc60_490c_8e81_dac3f47]$500,000


[bookmark: _PAR__4_9d72306f_8a8a_4ceb_ac15_02895118]Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Program N531
[bookmark: _PAR__5_bdeb5674_445e_40c5_a918_7da15cea]Initiative: Provides baseline allocation to establish an account within the existing Fisheries and Hatcheries Operations program, Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
	[bookmark: _PAR__6_1267c3a0_bdb0_4823_9edb_2bddd9c7][bookmark: _LINE__10_a95ef839_b3ce_47b4_9a28_5ebc72]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_0002d1a4_f534_42b7_8533_859640]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_a465ee38_281d_43f0_851e_6ded30]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_0c75409f_9d17_4e05_b0fe_c1bcd0]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_0ab546b9_7619_4a1f_9ce4_a35811]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_ac912bf9_279e_422e_ac28_f451af]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_6da45c78_f1d7_4206_998f_5ad43c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_dfb8d6b2_2a1b_41af_83db_362742]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_eb29e21c_aa74_466c_9a07_499bf5]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_e3213ee6_7e14_44be_9a39_4c0a40]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_636bb043_1eec_4369_adcf_bb884a]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_ada634b2_1783_4de7_a63b_733e5f]$500


[bookmark: _PAR__7_ae653cae_e651_4a69_806a_4c4cd7d7] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_9564ea7f_8ceb_44e6_a5f4_7a61e889][bookmark: _LINE__15_370f7bd2_8149_4749_9b26_d49894][bookmark: _LINE__16_9e36f7a8_d6bf_4686_8f54_cc7dd8]INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_1ae80f18_c7a5_4974_8e8a_6c2e47] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_1dd5646f_34ae_4fcb_8845_6126aa] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_8b68b344_fda7_4347_a97c_1bc6a5]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_1292eb75_691a_4c51_80ea_74b3cb]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_0db997c8_8ab2_44de_bfee_3b1cbc]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_2627a800_3d11_4baf_9adc_69c6bb] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_9fb49e92_0ac5_41e9_808b_2be72f] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_0b551434_9864_4e9b_94d8_8009bc] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_336076f2_8ee9_4e6a_aea7_b687c7]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_0a0a4cc3_981a_46c7_8149_482719]$500,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_24651ae6_6d1f_431c_a3ee_cc7b34]$500,500

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_ac81e796_0f0e_4748_9916_b01793] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_fc58598f_6e07_4af9_bbcf_f25cc2]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_ca9ae117_c8e3_4379_9106_3420ac]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_308b5fdc_86d0_4c12_924c_eb9d24]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_b5a60b46_a6a5_4a2b_ae78_c99554]$500,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_88477b6f_ee14_4985_a221_d4eb79]$500,500


[bookmark: _PAR__9_b6683c71_b04d_4f26_ac67_fcc1e241]Sec. 10.  Effective date. Those sections of this Act that amend the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 11109, subsection 3, paragraphs D, E and J and section 11109, subsection 7, paragraph B and section 11109-A, subsection 5 and section 12501, subsection 6 take effect December 1, 2025.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__23710555_755c_420b_b163_91][bookmark: _PAR__10_d7b55872_013c_4782_a2a7_d90081d]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__384191e2_52aa_4cf2_94e4_31930e][bookmark: _PAR__11_a9d1a1db_eafc_4a5d_a528_744cfb4]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3b862f89_0cd6_4a3c_b519_6bc325f]This amendment makes the following changes to the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_77f1b17b_cc49_43fa_a18f_8874d71]1.  It changes the title. 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8e883b46_ff45_4de3_8360_e8daa11]2.  It adds language to allow the fish hatchery maintenance fund to be used for overtime personnel services costs when overtime for fish stocking and other hatchery-related work is operationally required and also makes clear that the fund may support the design, construction and operation of additional state fish hatcheries.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_954d6a1c_3403_44b9_87ca_7e5ebe2]3.  It establishes the Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Program, which replaces the Inland Fisheries Conservation and Enhancement Fund established in the bill, and establishes program requirements and duties.
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_f0fe3de7_9c53_4aa3_8ea2_5c84689][bookmark: _PAR__2_bcfc12bc_3c66_49fa_8123_2db774b9]4.  It makes changes to the fees for inland fishing licenses and adds an effective date of December 1, 2025 for these changes.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_75407456_8950_462c_bb44_dcca6f36]5.  It adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__89aa5e48_6aea_45b][bookmark: _PAR__4_9c567635_0db3_4905_9534_40f8e97e]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c9be8c4c_b75a_40ef_9cd2_93b8af32](See attached)
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