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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__60708c7f_9b80_41c5_8024][bookmark: _PAR__3_e38e7020_e0f2_4ed4_9885_12d5b136][bookmark: _LINE__6_4476c5ff_7045_4545_9b7c_ba88643][bookmark: _LINE__7_15969e6a_74d7_48aa_8a56_189ad84][bookmark: _LINE__8_46e6eb88_501c_4536_a3cc_b47b718][bookmark: _LINE__9_b437be67_ce38_4a06_850b_c4b6e47]WHEREAS,  the commission was tasked with studying the impacts of exposure to harmful chemicals, including 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin, or TCDD, as well as other dioxins including that known as Agent Orange, on veterans who served at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__6ed40729_d838_4723_af14][bookmark: _PAR__4_83e72ffe_7bd1_4af7_a35a_c0683d3e][bookmark: _LINE__10_0132c757_0c51_495d_895a_3a1e11][bookmark: _LINE__11_7db7d968_7f6e_4d0d_a3d7_56e0ce][bookmark: _LINE__12_9c33aa29_01ba_40b9_b795_c35447][bookmark: _LINE__13_26e0d1f3_8f2b_4399_a481_346ec8]WHEREAS,  the commission has striven to demonstrate through scientific evidence the connection between exposure to those chemicals while training and subsequent negative health outcomes, but it is the responsibility of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to make this determination and provide care and assistance; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__161d91c4_6e0c_4f7f_b920][bookmark: _PAR__5_41c85ac7_902f_40c4_97ad_8f9e2b2e][bookmark: _LINE__14_9c42a925_c323_4ba6_9d4f_973a8b][bookmark: _LINE__15_86c12179_8bb6_4287_b0cb_0f56aa][bookmark: _LINE__16_1576d72b_4b03_43bf_ab80_ab8e88][bookmark: _LINE__17_0abded0e_bc3a_4438_b4ad_aa7f7c]WHEREAS,  the United States Department of Veterans Affairs has determined that Vietnam War veterans who were exposed to tactical herbicides, including Agent Orange, suffered harmful effects and were subsequently diagnosed with conditions or illnesses associated with that exposure; and
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__a4df0616_8d1e_4073_a9b9_5488f][bookmark: _PAR__8_ec097447_9fd3_4370_beac_93ef0718][bookmark: _LINE__24_408bdcb4_8c44_4666_af04_9d96c9][bookmark: _LINE__25_20c38449_7b23_4472_8c8d_feaa9b][bookmark: _LINE__26_cedbb461_f165_4b4a_84d7_f43e1e][bookmark: _LINE__27_b7b64b9f_e6cb_45ec_9a99_8dda7e][bookmark: _LINE__28_ae9ef065_9d6e_4543_a277_1bd85b]RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that the United States Department of Veterans Affairs recognize the effects of exposure to harmful chemicals, including TCDD and other dioxins, on members of the United States National Guard who trained at Gagetown and who are diagnosed with conditions or illnesses associated with that exposure as has already been done for Vietnam War veterans and others; and be it further
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__7925dbbf_61a5_41a7_a8af_8f7cc][bookmark: _PAR__9_14f4eb66_6d0e_49a0_b42f_7b7b62ec][bookmark: _LINE__29_85d86acc_8bab_477d_aa32_20586b][bookmark: _LINE__30_4dc19a9c_5319_4351_9578_bbd1e6][bookmark: _LINE__31_9546a3c8_62bf_408c_af5e_43d3eb][bookmark: _LINE__32_a4d290a9_c0dc_444a_b6e0_f3e419][bookmark: _LINE__33_faa6e833_44ea_47f6_8fc1_a6af69][bookmark: _LINE__34_8a847b6d_7110_4c93_b371_5809ea]RESOLVED: That We further urge and request that the United States Department of Veterans Affairs review the most recent scientific reporting on the effects to human health of exposure to dioxins, to conduct independent environmental sampling and analysis at Gagetown related to dioxins and risks to human health, to examine health outcomes for individuals who trained there and to provide access to medical care and assistance for those individuals; and be it further
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__4ad48e08_9100_4aa8_a1d1_51f34][bookmark: _PAR__10_82947abe_1894_414f_9d8a_7155dc2][bookmark: _LINE__35_d6bf42a8_f3af_4fc8_ad07_5bd533][bookmark: _LINE__36_fd4b397f_850e_4ddf_89d8_76db53][bookmark: _LINE__37_4654ac87_b58d_414e_afdb_7e0bb7][bookmark: _LINE__38_77dad4b5_611a_4143_bb79_61b1ab][bookmark: _LINE__39_12b6c5b2_eca4_42c3_85a5_121e40]RESOLVED: That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State, be transmitted to the Honorable Joseph Biden, President of the United States; the President of the United States Senate; the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States; the Honorable Denis Richard McDonough, Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and each Member of the Maine Congressional Delegation.
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