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An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force to Evaluate the Impact of Facility Fees on Patients to Improve Facility Fee Transparency and Notification and to Prohibit Facility Fees for Certain Services
L.D. 
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force to Evaluate the Impact of Facility Fees on Patients to Improve Facility Fee Transparency and Notification and to Prohibit Facility Fees for Certain Services
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3ab0b186_1ff9_4864_ad8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__77f31a68_54b7_40e2_a131_67e7b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__773046fe_661d_4733_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_0e7ec334_cc8c_48d6_bd95_e213305][bookmark: _PAR__1_4da0e684_aa53_4ac7_b991_12b5caf2][bookmark: _LINE__1_a9a37a94_7151_40cb_95d4_dfda2b4]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__85ab6ba9_973c_4666][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8888863e_996b_4d16_bef1_7][bookmark: _PAR__8_061a1b5b_18ad_4f64_8c97_ef01bf93][bookmark: _LINE__12_fe9a9280_4d14_4791_9061_9940a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__004db27d_e7b4_490a]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §1718-B, sub-§1, ¶D is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5260fef2_987b_4377_b0cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8c8848b3_6e37_49a4_b3e5_207][bookmark: _PAR__3_1912e55a_1a67_4eb9_ab0d_e5850e53][bookmark: _LINE__7_eae5ec9b_5966_4653_94f7_db65cf7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0e218fb5_6621_4a4f_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__923ed1e9_fd81_4d2f_85e][bookmark: _LINE__8_77779288_2305_4499_a13f_dbc4a42][bookmark: _LINE__9_42c82099_1f24_45cb_a1c3_595ceb3][bookmark: _LINE__10_cfea82ab_90ef_47ed_8f1a_ac69b0][bookmark: _LINE__11_09676b59_3df0_4415_9c23_08733d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__99a2a87e_ceb4_46a1_b6e][bookmark: _LINE__12_284ef2f2_a05d_438a_b029_65c5dd][bookmark: _LINE__13_7f3aa583_5019_46cb_aa09_1c8a0b][bookmark: _LINE__14_37d9134e_bf87_49be_86f2_966655][bookmark: _LINE__15_a40287d7_052b_42fc_84b9_f1c43a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23108152_eea4_4421_94][bookmark: _LINE__16_de067724_48df_4697_a778_1dda78][bookmark: _LINE__17_3a9767e3_2f86_4b52_becc_ff4c03][bookmark: _LINE__18_1756ea76_801a_4618_9f9b_e6bcf6]2-A.  Facility fees charged by health care providers.  By January 1, 2024, and annually thereafter, the organization shall produce and post on its publicly accessible website a report on the payments for facility fees made by payors to the extent that payment information is already reported to the organization. The organization shall submit the report required by this subsection to the Office of Affordable Health Care established in Title 5, section 3122 and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health data reporting and health insurance matters.  The joint standing committee may report out legislation based on the report to a first regular or second regular session of the Legislature, depending on the year in which the report is submitted. The organization shall produce and post on its publicly accessible website information designed to educate the public about facility fees and whether and under what circumstances depending on payor and type of service a facility fee may be charged.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__abf5ee49_aaea_4984_9a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0d18c5b3_3092_44bb_b2a5_5de9][bookmark: _PAR__4_b2c4f5f5_64b2_4202_8762_c0a03d72][bookmark: _LINE__19_17e62abf_ed46_4030_b41a_c29c6c][bookmark: _LINE__20_d77c43bf_cbfe_4e1a_9690_05ec52]For the purposes of this subsection, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__440805e0_77ae_4c55_82bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ddecd49a_1568_49bd_ab57_e013][bookmark: _PAR__5_f07871e8_d82d_4e06_916d_108198ad][bookmark: _LINE__21_ebdb41c7_091c_4fca_8dcc_0506f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2cea46e5_6a2f_4b23_b73][bookmark: _LINE__22_b6aa9530_3ee4_49d1_bcb6_b8b1f7][bookmark: _LINE__23_11664e81_87a7_4575_b1da_1e1c85][bookmark: _LINE__24_31ed2d21_0342_49a6_9cd9_98bbe6][bookmark: _LINE__25_947a13f4_3074_457e_8de3_7ee6b0]A.  "Facility fee" means any fee charged or billed by a health care provider for outpatient services provided in a hospital-based facility or freestanding emergency facility that is intended to compensate the health care provider for the operational expenses of the health care provider, separate and distinct from a professional fee, and charged or billed regardless of how a health care service is provided.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c7ed7cf_1347_4d94_b025][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__175eeacf_8709_4704_94a8_758d][bookmark: _PAR__6_cfe3ef41_f0c5_4ff6_9e14_89a3bea3][bookmark: _LINE__26_fa19c6ae_a975_4f8f_99b9_66abc5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a17344be_ba71_43fd_bb1][bookmark: _LINE__27_f0137157_3e06_4d97_82e9_3e0af9][bookmark: _LINE__28_918544a9_a541_4fe8_ab1f_3ff2b2][bookmark: _LINE__29_72d29c7e_05c3_4371_bae2_511ee2]B.  "Health care provider" means a person, whether for profit or nonprofit, that furnishes bills or is paid for health care service delivery in the normal course of business. "Health care provider" includes, but is not limited to, a health system, hospital, hospital-based facility, freestanding emergency facility or urgent care clinic.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_41a67f69_0bd3_4a5d_9bd1_ba126b5][bookmark: _LINE__34_753805fe_70d3_421b_9a83_738557][bookmark: _LINE__35_4ea6c44b_0b3b_4cdc_a441_de4b30][bookmark: _LINE__36_8f3952ab_b2fe_49d0_8b34_6bc4bf][bookmark: _LINE__37_37871356_4d9d_49a7_83c9_77d627]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services pursuant to Public Law 2023, chapter 410.  The bill implements certain recommendations of the Task Force to Evaluate the Impact of Facility Fees on Patients. 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_f98f2e92_8e55_4bf3_adcd_0932503][bookmark: _LINE__38_b86025dd_8cfb_43b8_bafb_b01139][bookmark: _LINE__39_fb2fd070_92ed_4110_b6fc_b57a44][bookmark: _LINE__40_d4d9d7fd_d1ed_4939_b20c_00b1bf]The bill prohibits the charging of a facility fee by a health care entity for telehealth services unless the patient is physically present in a hospital-based facility when receiving those telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_1f95c1e2_e1ee_482a_8213_dcc8996][bookmark: _LINE__41_5dd011b4_6975_4abe_b923_ccb005][bookmark: _LINE__42_5230c4c0_56f0_44a6_99ba_74d974][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8cf68a52_5a94_4d74_b815_6a1][bookmark: _PAGE__3_7b3cbf38_43ea_4d4e_8d3d_d210e72][bookmark: _PAR__1_8187766b_1f18_497b_944f_15162b1d][bookmark: _LINE__1_12b89c26_c925_456d_ab97_0774f72][bookmark: _LINE__2_7d756752_7339_4bf8_b75d_7ac15c2]The bill requires a health care entity to post notice in a location readily accessible to patients, including patient waiting areas, and on the entity’s publicly accessible website if the health care entity is a hospital-based facility that is part of a hospital or health system and whether a facility fee will be charged for receiving services. 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_7cba26fc_983f_4784_8aba_22745a59][bookmark: _LINE__3_6cb62d90_54ac_48e8_ac6b_88f820a][bookmark: _LINE__4_0aa688ca_dd1b_4bab_84c4_90f34c7][bookmark: _LINE__5_76aa5f6b_74b2_4e7a_9200_5727cf6][bookmark: _LINE__6_ed451d33_e8f6_4db2_9534_22b468e]The bill also requires the Maine Health Data Organization to post information on its publicly accessible website relating to facility fees to educate the public about what facility fees are and the circumstances when facility fees may or may not be charged in association with the delivery of health care services.
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