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[bookmark: _PAR__2_29139aff_1838_44b2_9df1_764a77cc][bookmark: _LINE__3_66231769_e572_4935_9a82_337735f][bookmark: _LINE__4_fb6f9bbc_ec10_4940_9f47_df1cfd9][bookmark: _LINE__5_04723424_3489_457c_ae87_62d47e6][bookmark: _LINE__6_d07c0210_9b53_4d56_ae5e_9833d4b]Whereas, the federal drug pricing program under Section 340B of the federal Public Health Service Act, 42 United States Code, Section 256b requires prescription drug manufacturers to offer discounted pricing to certain covered entities, including federally qualified health centers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_97673d84_3af4_42e3_8611_724c5e91][bookmark: _LINE__7_0c267bd4_ce05_4484_8939_8c3b896][bookmark: _LINE__8_375de320_87d0_44e6_a1ca_4b71d02]Whereas, federally qualified health centers serve rural and other underserved areas, delivering health care that would otherwise be inaccessible to residents of such areas; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4b10599f_62b6_4b83_bcc9_39e63f5b][bookmark: _LINE__9_f05237f1_5a76_4830_82ca_a694f6d][bookmark: _LINE__10_84ef676c_4537_469b_99f2_de7714][bookmark: _LINE__11_54c17ec8_c865_49b2_9f60_aea487][bookmark: _LINE__12_db0f53c4_2585_465b_873d_26030b]Whereas, a crucial part of such care is the provision of life-saving prescription drugs at affordable prices made possible by the 340B program, which also generates savings that federally qualified health centers must, as a matter of mission and federal law, use to reduce costs and improve access to services for patients of those health centers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1391e121_7877_48d1_917b_11b2aef5][bookmark: _LINE__13_d53903d8_dcb7_414f_819b_4a31d2][bookmark: _LINE__14_3edcf3ce_bef3_4ee4_9764_34ed4f][bookmark: _LINE__15_0fcf3b98_1d91_456a_be09_40002f][bookmark: _LINE__16_2888b3e1_0073_4fe4_b694_9ff0fd]Whereas, prescription drug manufacturers have recently imposed conflicting and burdensome requirements for covered entities to obtain discounted pricing under the 340B program, depriving patients of access to affordable prescription drugs under the 340B program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e769df6f_dd16_4f0d_9ad6_ddf11809][bookmark: _LINE__17_944ad8c1_2d18_40d0_a17c_897be4][bookmark: _LINE__18_707c9c74_2978_4d6d_89af_d96a7b][bookmark: _LINE__19_d8bb2160_843b_47e3_a647_681f32]Whereas, the number of retail pharmacies and the hours of operation of retail pharmacies in underserved areas of the State have been dramatically reduced in recent years due to workforce challenges and other economic challenges; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_be09830f_40a3_4c1d_9bb4_41306b0f][bookmark: _LINE__20_d7a739e5_9f16_490c_a55a_eb80da][bookmark: _LINE__21_b58723f5_0fe1_4e69_b114_4353a3][bookmark: _LINE__22_c4895453_03b4_4824_bf14_2931ac][bookmark: _LINE__23_858e01c4_9dcd_42ee_9e0e_8632c1][bookmark: _LINE__24_9d26324d_4ab3_4949_9bd6_3710ed]Whereas, federally qualified health centers can compensate for the decline in availability of retail pharmacies and for the restrictive practices of prescription drug manufacturers only by developing or expanding their capacity to provide retail pharmacy services as part of their health center services, yet existing health center revenues and resources are insufficient to support such development and expansion; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a5d91690_965d_43f4_bb9d_a98f930e][bookmark: _LINE__25_a6a4170b_3193_41eb_b834_b469ff][bookmark: _LINE__26_5f34946b_c1b7_4e14_bbfd_dbff42][bookmark: _LINE__27_719257f2_00ef_4a2f_b54e_d0b8cf]Whereas, it is therefore essential to provide immediate funding support for federally qualified health centers to develop and expand retail pharmacy capacity in this State to address the critical shortage of access to affordable prescription drugs; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_62464867_1fd8_495a_ba9a_f069a35f][bookmark: _LINE__28_4ec67f76_05a8_40be_980e_5499b3][bookmark: _LINE__29_5cc23c56_2315_4fdf_9d2c_03492d][bookmark: _LINE__30_4abf9836_b5d4_4c92_99ec_77cba8][bookmark: _LINE__31_331173c7_8070_4139_8297_a93f7e]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__cabfe023_d668_4f6c_812][bookmark: _PAR__10_c39941be_d702_490f_a430_3ebe36e][bookmark: _LINE__32_645aca9c_40a1_4788_bdb2_051236]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5f31c2f2_6ef1_424e_9c2f_f44][bookmark: _PAR__8_f04c8a54_e729_49cf_b782_69068df1][bookmark: _LINE__23_57f15cb3_58b0_4547_a74d_a24ab3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__043ee713_d298_4d3a_a2ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf0d4a80_8c9f_4a36_87c][bookmark: _LINE__24_c5627897_4508_4e59_bad0_58a074][bookmark: _LINE__25_e0370acb_304c_4a53_8446_6ade9e][bookmark: _LINE__26_67238bfa_2a4b_4d9a_8716_2d3620][bookmark: _LINE__27_fad06d46_4de0_476b_b221_2b6aca][bookmark: _LINE__28_2030be05_926d_44e0_a17c_12b013](3) Expanding access to prescription drugs supplied by one or more federally qualified health centers, including without limitation by increasing the number of locations from which patients may obtain prescription drugs, improving existing pharmacy facilities, expanding the availability of automated pharmacy systems as defined in Title 32, section 13702-A, subsection 1 or addressing workforce issues related to pharmacy program planning and operation.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d9d2935a_c4c6_473e_9ec8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__29d53f60_be74_4dc5_a620_e22][bookmark: _PAR__10_80131015_a990_4620_9fa8_6a8828b][bookmark: _LINE__30_e3061d80_6eb0_4fe1_aa9d_1d5125][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6c6fc7cb_b092_458c_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__50fdab0e_6703_47ca_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c023c51d_d828_48ea_8a2][bookmark: _LINE__31_a91571d3_5959_4753_84f4_04aadb][bookmark: _LINE__32_726d5b07_795d_44fc_b013_686442][bookmark: _LINE__33_4901cde6_4d69_4d0e_a959_64ff81][bookmark: _LINE__34_2fba2133_de3b_473e_baf7_6df9ef][bookmark: _LINE__35_3d5683f1_cef9_40ec_b965_f35af3][bookmark: _LINE__36_ac178088_b0b2_4c9c_bba0_52438d][bookmark: _LINE__37_8afe22a2_8526_43e7_b42e_86db7c][bookmark: _LINE__38_efaedc23_d2d3_4a6d_89d3_301a4f][bookmark: _LINE__39_cb794a05_c4cb_495b_b9ce_63106b][bookmark: _LINE__40_7d59f070_5958_42ea_bd1f_64161e][bookmark: _LINE__41_82fde248_87f2_41f1_9704_29c201][bookmark: _LINE__42_51caa08c_864f_412b_80c6_775f39]3.  Allocation of pharmacy services support funding.  Each federally qualified health center may apply for funds made available pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph D by providing the Office of Affordable Health Care, as established in Title 5, section 3122, with a budget and plan for developing or improving pharmacy services and access to affordably priced prescription drugs for its patients.  The Office of Affordable Health Care shall allocate available funds equitably among all applicants based on the cost-effectiveness and feasibility of the proposed development or improvement of patient access to affordably priced prescription drugs.  In developing criteria for awarding available funds, the Office of Affordable Health Care shall consult with and consider the recommendations of a statewide association of federally qualified health centers. Any available funds not awarded in fiscal year 2024-25 must be deposited in a nonlapsing account from which awards may be made in subsequent fiscal periods for the purposes set forth in subsection 1, paragraph D.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__1a5db016_4372][bookmark: _PAGE__3_e1c58289_1e6a_4a99_a256_def6d93][bookmark: _PAR__1_b3ae5e02_6107_48d4_a730_b0e4bd7a][bookmark: _LINE__1_905a0aa7_cf87_49f3_b3b8_f2c82a4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c3b85f95_7359_43b4][bookmark: _LINE__2_47fe0093_c449_4b0a_97e8_6323bec][bookmark: _LINE__3_5ebb4910_1a72_41f2_8132_45eb979][bookmark: _LINE__4_a365d179_1fd7_4159_b497_8ca8d7d][bookmark: _LINE__5_76ad5f1b_c9c4_48bd_81df_091e52c][bookmark: _LINE__6_1167225f_e034_40de_aac5_98b2732][bookmark: _LINE__7_a7659279_a94a_4fa3_a5cb_0f234b9][bookmark: _LINE__8_993aeb7c_72af_4c4e_b4af_346cc74][bookmark: _LINE__9_594b1ee0_08b2_43fb_a48a_c3529f4][bookmark: _LINE__10_30514463_225b_4c85_bd2b_be0992][bookmark: _LINE__11_6bcb44b2_651c_4e56_9fc1_da879d][bookmark: _LINE__12_263e3c3c_2391_46f0_a154_6c11e0]Sec. 5.  Implementation.  The Office of Affordable Health Care, as established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 3122, shall publish a schedule and instructions for the content of applications and criteria for determining awards for the pharmacy services support program described in this legislation.  The Office of Affordable Health Care's schedule must ensure that initial awards of funding be made no later than December 15, 2024 and must ensure that applicants have no less than 60 days to prepare and submit applications after instructions for the content of applications and criteria for selection have been published. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the Office of Affordable Health Care shall ensure that a majority of the persons selected to evaluate the applications have substantial training or experience in the operation and management of a federally qualified health center, by including among those evaluating the applications volunteers recommended by a statewide association of federally qualified health centers.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4d1313d3_2fe7][bookmark: _PAR__2_f473678d_ec0d_48e0_b393_84fe4aca][bookmark: _LINE__13_23e46d1f_e964_48dc_9a10_33f444][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d0b23598_c91d_4936][bookmark: _LINE__14_bfcbf815_5e7b_480a_b838_fb2530][bookmark: _LINE__15_b5c46898_30ba_47a6_83f4_856aa7][bookmark: _LINE__16_d62e6d7c_799a_4190_a16a_236440][bookmark: _LINE__17_15b71a8d_aef1_4afe_9d61_bc0dcf][bookmark: _LINE__18_96feee62_6091_4401_8d9b_558ca2]Sec. 6.  Change in scope adjustment.  Upon issuance of each award pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 259, subsection 3, the Office of Affordable Health Care, as established in Title 5, section 3122, shall promptly implement a change in scope adjustment pursuant to Title 22, section 3174-V, subsection 4 to reflect the ongoing costs for the federally qualified health center receiving the grant to reflect the ongoing costs of operating expanded or improved pharmacy services.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_e1867fdc_d9a4_4f62_8cef_f00786d][bookmark: _LINE__33_114f148c_7e91_4731_bfbf_c4383e][bookmark: _LINE__34_0ec3996e_fbc5_4d7b_8cba_211cde][bookmark: _LINE__35_3475b50d_0f08_4bf2_a4d3_412ab3][bookmark: _LINE__36_a25c8165_8c9c_4823_872b_4fdda7][bookmark: _LINE__37_d07471c2_a254_4e41_b534_1bf954][bookmark: _LINE__38_de0537ca_c20d_4da6_8ccf_e202fc][bookmark: _LINE__39_07326256_7d4b_423e_8c04_156f96][bookmark: _LINE__40_02b27f23_84de_415f_adf8_a1d9cb]This bill directs the Office of Affordable Health Care to provide support for federally qualified health centers to develop or expand the centers' capacity to provide access to affordably priced prescription drugs to patients by increasing the centers' ability to deliver pharmacy services to those patients.  The bill appropriates $7,500,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 for that purpose. The bill provides that initial awards of support must be made by December 15, 2024 and that the selection process must be performed by an evaluation team, the majority of whose members must be persons experienced in the operation and management of federally qualified health centers.
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