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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__59dae4d8_6d63_478e_829][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__63ad38e8_231c_4753_bd19_bc80][bookmark: _PAR__12_258dce7d_c2e8_4dd4_8e4c_3d7caa0][bookmark: _LINE__29_5ed15ae3_7569_438c_8890_77ecc4][bookmark: _LINE__30_5fbc421d_60da_484d_b416_2e5c27][bookmark: _LINE__31_c21baef6_e3d1_4251_bcfb_5637e3][bookmark: _LINE__32_9c7cf3c6_bc1f_47c0_8ceb_39c55c][bookmark: _LINE__33_a7bae1fa_0b83_40d9_8f54_dd18bc][bookmark: _LINE__34_ed01b672_c9b4_49de_ab64_c921e2][bookmark: _LINE__35_912dcd00_a39d_4368_b888_b4c68f]If a selected proposal under this subsection is unable, at any time after selection and before commercial operation, to fulfill the obligations of the contract, the commission may consider other proposals received under this subsection or subsection 3 to ensure the successful implementation of the program. If the commission finds that a proposal or proposals, whether in whole or in part, received under this subsection or subsection 3 would support the overall successful implementation of the program, the commission shall approve and order a contract or contracts accordingly.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__891b7e13_0820_4676_9b9b_16b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ab5e6ae0_c997_4f73_a16][bookmark: _PAR__13_58174891_39c4_41c9_9134_3870cf1][bookmark: _LINE__36_ad3bbb95_bd8e_4a9f_ac24_1c71b9][bookmark: _LINE__37_19d59f36_9daf_491e_97a1_a7ea79][bookmark: _LINE__38_3c7475b7_a8ab_4f01_aea8_2b9c43][bookmark: _LINE__39_464c9a05_e2d3_49e5_88e7_69e495][bookmark: _LINE__40_4688d45e_1f31_4820_97be_22c092]The commission shall make every effort to ensure that the competitive bidding process directed by this subsection results in the approval of contracts pursuant to this subsection no later than December 1, 2023.  If the commission determines that no contract satisfies these requirements, the commission shall report that determination to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utilities matters.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_dec82e8f_344f_49fc_87c1_3be0f2af][bookmark: _LINE__2_d338213f_d5fa_456f_aeac_bdcd43c][bookmark: _LINE__3_f283f5ff_5372_48aa_b15a_27ec345][bookmark: _LINE__4_4161d054_3faa_4083_9858_0ec88dc][bookmark: _LINE__5_42eabc3b_521e_47b7_9ada_0bf3675]This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to approve an additional contract or contracts to ensure that the selected transmission proposal under the Northern Maine Renewable Energy Development Program is fully used if more than 5% of the capacity of the selected transmission proposal is not being used under other generation contracts.
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