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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__1f90bec0_9ad8_478d_9a20][bookmark: _PAR__2_f73edda0_f2cd_45a5_ab1d_ab6020a4][bookmark: _LINE__4_dede3a48_d7b1_45b2_87f1_0d00216][bookmark: _LINE__5_5db5091c_bc88_4b6e_ae91_8e0367f][bookmark: _LINE__6_23547bc4_c3de_45fd_91fb_3cf1bd9][bookmark: _LINE__7_7b6d58d2_5c38_4923_b0b6_d04f5e4]WHEREAS,  in cystic fibrosis, a defective gene causes the body to produce an abnormally thick, sticky mucus that clogs the lungs, and these secretions produce life-threatening lung infections and obstruct the pancreas, preventing digestive enzymes from reaching the intestines to help break down and absorb food; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__b5074eab_93d2_498f_874f][bookmark: _PAR__3_6a9446a1_9e90_4d8a_b4ea_6e5bccfd][bookmark: _LINE__8_0624ea44_3645_49c6_8d9f_c25a85c][bookmark: _LINE__9_19c4e590_d382_45fa_b8d2_fd220c8][bookmark: _LINE__10_65ac7104_dc78_42e6_9aaa_848ed1]WHEREAS,  more than 10,000,000 Americans are symptomless carriers of the defective cystic fibrosis gene, and cystic fibrosis occurs in approximately one of every 3,500 live births in the United States; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__83f9c5a8_be11_4595_8482][bookmark: _PAR__6_fe4bde09_760e_4b4c_a80d_484a1a32][bookmark: _LINE__16_cf94226a_fa83_485d_95a3_16ff96][bookmark: _LINE__17_a44c9850_242f_45e7_a4be_2a7074][bookmark: _LINE__18_f85a9b12_ef6c_467c_9bc3_47da32]WHEREAS,  nearly 50% of the cystic fibrosis population is 18 years of age and older, and people with cystic fibrosis have a variety of symptoms attributed to the more than 1,800 mutations of the cystic fibrosis gene; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__bae702a9_dc7e_424a_ae17][bookmark: _PAR__7_ba665f0a_deca_4862_a332_14e81315][bookmark: _LINE__19_b059ff59_8351_4f1f_a0a1_e1f7b9][bookmark: _LINE__20_28e1a917_7494_471b_9ed5_88fd2b]WHEREAS,  infant blood screening to detect genetic defects is the most reliable and least costly method to identify persons likely to have cystic fibrosis; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__9280bde7_3b04_4f90_91e3][bookmark: _PAR__8_f4600da0_8a80_4363_a233_a6a447a1][bookmark: _LINE__21_a43122d1_2f7b_4fc3_b3b9_9b0336][bookmark: _LINE__22_107e5f1e_6aaf_441c_b02f_ad54db][bookmark: _LINE__23_005fe972_a1ab_4d51_9b98_b58f48]WHEREAS,  early diagnosis of cystic fibrosis permits early treatment and enhances quality of life and longevity, and the treatment of cystic fibrosis depends on the stage of the disease and the organs involved; and
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__913a8554_e1f6_42dd_aed9_0053d][bookmark: _PAR__12_19299656_ac68_4cef_9c8b_c7bf31b][bookmark: _LINE__32_a25c09d3_f71b_4690_845e_7bd970][bookmark: _LINE__33_a9291c6a_b664_494d_9c6e_30fa21][bookmark: _LINE__34_4baa2aa9_287e_4c7a_9ef3_e52dc8][bookmark: _LINE__35_28762ce4_6413_47b4_9a87_19b43d][bookmark: _LINE__36_c235c702_d20a_4289_9839_10c2c5]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-second Legislature now assembled in the First Special Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to designate May 2025 as "Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Month" in Maine and to recognize that improving the length and quality of life for people with cystic fibrosis starts with awareness.
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