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An Act to Prohibit the Department of Health and Human Services from Reducing General Assistance Reimbursement Maximums for Payment of Costs of Providing Emergency Shelter
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6ee1c16b_bcca_4c4d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bab913c8_1e0b_4213_83e4_5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__9b160616_0ae5_4335_b8][bookmark: _PAR__2_45d76bdf_d0e6_4016_bf6f_008777d9][bookmark: _LINE__2_1bffd2b2_5cad_4b49_bfae_813bfe6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__35826f15_50e1_4e5b][bookmark: _LINE__3_0e7243d3_5d73_43c0_b435_374ac83]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2491, sub-§7-F, as amended by PL 2023, c. 176, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__41ae989f_37cd_4bd3_b939][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aff58077_fd95_418c_9ec2_73d][bookmark: _PAR__3_0e8d3e81_2acb_4a30_bbb0_e7e69416][bookmark: _LINE__4_871d88f2_c0af_458f_b64e_0a78a48][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__359eeaf8_35a3_45ad_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__655f8362_5173_4b20_a14][bookmark: _LINE__5_e95a1863_d788_445f_9230_f463ec4][bookmark: _LINE__6_33332651_be82_400f_a1b2_c6a4e61][bookmark: _LINE__7_d91e2014_f6db_452b_bf32_159b049][bookmark: _LINE__8_f44356fb_94a9_4981_90c2_59a6b51][bookmark: _LINE__9_c0da9e8b_fe82_4b82_a3be_44cfae5][bookmark: _LINE__10_d84fcef8_bf9d_4da9_b7c7_57dd81][bookmark: _LINE__11_d88809b0_fefa_4e5b_b8c2_034472][bookmark: _LINE__12_03328e21_8b42_4220_9bac_76e011][bookmark: _LINE__13_06cecd22_1240_450b_8c60_9e463c][bookmark: _LINE__14_45f35965_b19c_4fd1_9485_f313d2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e55e0010_ccf6_4b41_af5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e086395d_5a4e_46f0_bb1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__30567dc1_8678_43b2_88b][bookmark: _LINE__15_ac7716c9_af59_484c_9b65_6f6bc5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6175c990_8355_4513_a5e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__81070d47_4f2c_46d0_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7aa8ce44_a09f_4383_a5][bookmark: _LINE__16_25d8df97_d8c3_4f19_aad0_0635bd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8b1fb8d2_da2b_4758_985][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__46ff1b05_875f_4f27_ba]7-F.  Lodging place.  "Lodging place" means a fixed structure, or any part of a structure, used, maintained or advertised as a place where sleeping accommodations are furnished that offers stays that are temporary in nature and consist of fewer than 183 days in the aggregate per year.  "Lodging place" includes accommodations in the entertainment, hospitality, recreation and tourism industries, including, but not limited to, hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts, inns and properties under common management at the same location where 4 or more rooms, cottages or condominium units are available.  "Lodging place" does not include vacation rentals, youth camps, dormitories of charitable, educational or philanthropic institutions, fraternity or sorority houses affiliated with educational institutions, permanent residences, rental properties with tenant and landlord relationships as described under Title 14, chapters 709 to 710‑D, nursing facilities as defined in section 1812‑A, assisted living facilities as defined in section 7852, subsection 4‑A or, residential care facilities as defined in section 7852, subsection 14 or emergency shelters.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_39059c24_fe4a_4445_bca7_2950d00][bookmark: _LINE__30_501ef66a_c019_4791_9077_bd8d4e][bookmark: _LINE__31_f83f3480_b2b6_436b_95ca_7a56b2][bookmark: _LINE__32_e6bd0463_ea28_4013_a89f_0c5915][bookmark: _LINE__33_0fd952a4_2ccf_4509_a844_dcf93b][bookmark: _LINE__34_d2073636_88ff_46a5_a3fd_45610d][bookmark: _LINE__35_fb6e0491_cd59_4287_9c75_c4e06e][bookmark: _LINE__36_29bf921c_9808_4533_b553_1d7f31]This bill provides that, retroactive to July 1, 2023, the maximum level of municipal general assistance for emergency shelter is the actual cost of providing emergency shelter services. It prohibits the Department of Health and Human Services from adopting any rule reducing or otherwise restricting maximum levels of municipal general assistance for providing emergency shelter or any rule establishing maximum time periods for eligibility for emergency housing assistance that are more restrictive than limits established in the laws governing municipal general assistance.
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