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An Act to Clarify the Review and Procurement Process for Nonwires Alternatives
L.D. 
An Act to Clarify the Review and Procurement Process for Nonwires Alternatives
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c5b70bce_8945_4f6e_a6f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9601d4d3_3e84_48c0_b966_48f][bookmark: _PAR__10_e9186ed4_f037_4447_8575_71aad59][bookmark: _LINE__37_1d2c4892_2e00_4355_8f59_d434cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__de29254a_4351_4103_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6b1dbcad_84ce_4e3c_bbb][bookmark: _LINE__38_5a0e21d0_f4e9_46d3_b8e3_db98f9][bookmark: _LINE__39_e7a13a5f_51e5_4841_b20a_9785d2][bookmark: _LINE__40_dac02b47_ebee_4d1c_be45_f51dc2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f9e0294f_2df4_48ab_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f17c3759_bfff_4042_b8][bookmark: _LINE__41_b792a5f9_393b_47b6_ada4_d5609a][bookmark: _LINE__42_ef5945a3_25c2_498f_bec5_cdd134][bookmark: _LINE__43_3e32189b_4ebd_4aaf_8ca9_ff7b10][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c33ab7ca_3bfd_4838_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__91ee19c4_c73e_47a6_ae][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__1b38ee00_f953_4125_ad16_1bd][bookmark: _PAGE__2_a467698b_28e0_4497_a371_54afc91][bookmark: _PAR__1_fea5742e_9b3f_4208_abf7_76e1ffa6][bookmark: _LINE__1_0788605f_eaa3_4ef9_8f06_572fff5][bookmark: _LINE__2_d0a26628_1396_4af4_84d7_ad6bc14][bookmark: _LINE__3_bec28d69_e51c_4974_aca5_a41e78a][bookmark: _LINE__4_48d7acc4_345b_4723_a4c5_56764f2][bookmark: _LINE__5_a6947c3c_d90e_4c17_aeda_7fc5e8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9db85705_4b3e_42af_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__02de2925_0319_4fb8_bd][bookmark: _LINE__6_83a300aa_21bb_427f_99da_41dc88b][bookmark: _LINE__7_a4c90710_7cd5_492c_a604_41f8721][bookmark: _LINE__8_2b9b3992_36a8_43f4_921d_0025d66][bookmark: _LINE__9_81632085_43b7_42b8_8462_065b31c][bookmark: _LINE__10_844d77f2_1503_42b1_87b9_f773ae][bookmark: _LINE__11_6f13821c_f310_464e_92ec_14b84c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b0dc73d8_158a_4679_9db][bookmark: _LINE__12_542d4abd_31c4_432b_ad94_8e4129][bookmark: _LINE__13_32d62481_15c0_43aa_8929_170769][bookmark: _LINE__14_8caee8b2_8f65_4d11_82ce_a4aa13][bookmark: _LINE__15_a10a73e7_b765_465c_977d_66f5e9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__59a4ea13_fb24_49c8_b56][bookmark: _LINE__16_5ed7e324_28f7_4d78_ad50_59fb49][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0ca232ce_afdb_4384_b48][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c945cb1f_1441_48ee_b9e][bookmark: _LINE__17_a94da284_df5a_4248_8d3a_3b5dda][bookmark: _LINE__18_d7b053e7_0777_417f_9f65_805a5e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5a792695_4c22_4106_8e8][bookmark: _LINE__19_6e8fd867_cb91_4d80_8776_7e22ca][bookmark: _LINE__20_3713d72a_f20e_4cde_a4da_c5864b][bookmark: _LINE__21_b9dd3fa0_5c14_41db_a939_e63a5f][bookmark: _LINE__22_61ed3c23_aaea_4386_b391_0c5374][bookmark: _LINE__23_bfbc653b_f0dd_48c7_8ec9_0694f7][bookmark: _LINE__24_0146a5d7_36f8_4af3_a790_c9d00c][bookmark: _LINE__25_8209a5d8_de2e_4090_9ec5_7c566b][bookmark: _LINE__26_578ad803_0008_4fa4_b69b_c5203d][bookmark: _LINE__27_25b04d41_e54e_4d2d_a03f_eb6da7][bookmark: _LINE__28_7e4f25c8_48be_49d2_8db3_c7b2ca][bookmark: _LINE__29_fdd5c9f4_6a82_4dd3_9206_b6a853]6.  Commission order; certificate of public convenience and necessity.  In its order, the commission shall make specific findings with regard to the public need for the proposed transmission line.  The commission shall make specific findings with regard to the likelihood that nontransmission nonwires alternatives can sufficiently address the identified public need over the effective life of the transmission line more cost-effectively.  If the commission finds that a public need exists, after considering whether the need can be reliably and more cost-effectively met using nontransmission nonwires alternatives, it shall issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the transmission line.  In determining public need, the commission shall, at a minimum, take into account economics, reliability, public health and safety, scenic, historic and recreational values, state renewable energy generation goals, the proximity of the proposed transmission line to inhabited dwellings and nontransmission nonwires alternatives to construction of the transmission line, including energy conservation, distributed generation or load management. If the commission orders or allows the erection of the transmission line, the order is subject to all other provisions of law and the right of any other agency to approve the transmission line.  The commission shall, as necessary and in accordance with subsections 7 and 8, consider the findings of the Department of Environmental Protection under Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 1, article 6, with respect to the proposed transmission line and any modifications ordered by the Department of Environmental Protection to lessen the impact of the proposed transmission line on the environment. A person may submit a petition for and obtain approval of a proposed transmission line under this section before applying for approval under municipal ordinances adopted pursuant to Title 30‑A, Part 2, Subpart 6‑A; and Title 38, section 438‑A and, except as provided in subsection 4, before identifying a specific route or route options for the proposed transmission line.  Except as provided in subsection 4, the commission may not consider the petition insufficient for failure to provide identification of a route or route options for the proposed transmission line.  The issuance of a certificate of public convenience and necessity establishes that, as of the date of issuance of the certificate, the decision by the person to erect or construct was prudent.  At the time of its issuance of a certificate of public convenience and necessity, the commission shall send to each municipality through which a proposed corridor or corridors for a transmission line extends a separate notice that the issuance of the certificate does not override, supersede or otherwise affect municipal authority to regulate the siting of the proposed transmission line. The commission may deny a certificate of public convenience and necessity for a transmission line upon a finding that the transmission line is reasonably likely to adversely affect any transmission and distribution utility or its customers.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b588eca7_cad0_422b_a544][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b5081c37_0cb6_4954_b224_9ae][bookmark: _PAR__3_9d21ca7d_8e28_48c2_aa4f_a52a1771][bookmark: _LINE__5_6b703d92_9370_44db_b8ca_1d1b004][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d83ace25_6dde_4e64_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__45d613d9_054f_47b4_a6a][bookmark: _LINE__6_ea49ea6d_9076_4272_83ee_a90c02e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3dab6f2b_13f3_450a_9b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0af96aa3_d2c7_49cb_816][bookmark: _LINE__7_e4ce4e29_9c0f_4701_ac54_e4fb957][bookmark: _LINE__8_eb2f6543_d91e_4067_9623_7e3a727][bookmark: _LINE__9_6b33aa1a_9d82_4309_94e4_bcda167][bookmark: _LINE__10_7ed6be41_4d38_4741_93d6_394b03][bookmark: _LINE__11_d01c5d71_b6b1_4073_8b5e_0cf24b][bookmark: _LINE__12_36192c60_0888_419b_ba38_a1354a][bookmark: _LINE__13_7b3b07b4_9328_495d_8247_b020a1][bookmark: _LINE__14_268225a6_c011_480f_8448_af3ac7][bookmark: _LINE__15_4099fee9_b66e_407f_8d21_9fd2ff]5.  Dispute resolution.  In responding to a petition by an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility or the Office of the Public Advocate pursuant to subsection 4, the commission shall review the planning study prepared under subsection 1 and the recommendations of the nonwires alternative coordinator under subsection 4.  In resolving the dispute, the commission shall give preference to nonwires alternatives that are identified as able to address the identified need for the proposed small transmission project or distribution project and are most cost-effective. Of the identified nonwires alternatives, the commission shall give preference to the lowest-cost nonwires alternatives. When the costs to ratepayers in this State of the identified nonwires alternatives are reasonably equal, the commission shall give preference to the nonwires alternatives that produce the lowest amount of local air emissions, including greenhouse gas emissions.
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[bookmark: _SUMMARY__175da345_4124_4fa8_9284_bac954][bookmark: _PAR__2_9867a915_2687_4660_b8a1_5762ec9b][bookmark: _LINE__7_2510d915_4534_4fa5_8173_6efbe87]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_064f414a_2be3_4ba2_be8c_375a4579][bookmark: _LINE__8_5f96d1a0_3e63_4845_a8aa_b1b980c][bookmark: _LINE__9_0b6d75ee_5685_41d0_bcac_8ca5f1d]This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing electric transmission lines and projects and nonwires alternatives.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3d8ef236_920a_403d_a470_03b93737][bookmark: _LINE__10_8eaa3655_3da6_4396_9431_ee9421][bookmark: _LINE__11_adeee231_ff54_44d5_9326_ea641f][bookmark: _LINE__12_2579e605_df0f_4ca5_b4de_91cf7a][bookmark: _LINE__13_ddecd0e4_055a_49ca_afde_12c76a][bookmark: _LINE__14_5ef9a34d_4d29_41d9_98b6_cfd9d3]1.  It repeals the definition of "nontransmission alternative" and incorporates aspects of the definition of "nontransmission alternative" into the definition of "nonwires alternative."  It includes energy storage as a nonwires alternative in the definition of "nonwires alternative."  It changes references to nontransmission alternatives to references to nonwires alternatives.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e852ce46_b162_406a_8e99_7bd7ecec][bookmark: _LINE__15_727e8d77_e24c_4fc4_b134_0fb98f][bookmark: _LINE__16_73dfc852_0bba_4d71_a63d_1770b8][bookmark: _LINE__17_893154d4_f6e6_4706_bef3_54cf3b][bookmark: _LINE__18_4b9b3c94_c16a_46d8_96d3_c7dbef][bookmark: _LINE__19_52b78e5c_6947_4892_aee0_cb6ffc][bookmark: _LINE__20_4a71b55a_4b0a_40e1_9cc8_0fec3d][bookmark: _LINE__21_ca113339_62ff_481b_869a_5fa232]2.  It provides that a person may not construct any transmission project or subtransmission project without approval from the Public Utilities Commission.  "Transmission project" is defined as any proposed transmission line, substation component or associated infrastructure that is capable of operating at 69 kilovolts or more.  "Subtransmission project" is defined as any proposed transmission line, substation component or associated infrastructure capable of operating at less than 69 kilovolts and projected to cost in excess of $5,000,000.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_97f9d93f_27cd_4179_8d44_7303cf62][bookmark: _LINE__22_f7038d96_861d_4294_a0b9_046719][bookmark: _LINE__23_fe4a9dab_c10c_46e3_a4b8_5a4c7d][bookmark: _LINE__24_5d61d033_df3d_4028_b05f_b187d0][bookmark: _LINE__25_9b2bd164_34a2_46ff_8afb_893aab]3.  It allows an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility or the Office of the Public Advocate to petition the Public Utilities Commission to resolve a dispute between the nonwires alternative coordinator and the utility regarding nonwires alternatives to proposed small transmission projects and distribution projects.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_4e520efb_8fcb_4fd4_856e_9ddf95f7][bookmark: _LINE__26_c84519e5_061a_4b73_aad2_347e57][bookmark: _LINE__27_25a09436_36f4_4a67_8d31_9973fb][bookmark: _LINE__28_fbf047f2_a99c_4751_aac9_664eac][bookmark: _LINE__29_fb56d29c_e33d_481a_b89a_934398][bookmark: _LINE__30_0734b22a_e07d_4caa_9a7b_6c84cc]4.  It provides that an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may request a protective order if necessary to protect the confidentiality of customer data or critical energy infrastructure information provided to the Public Advocate or the Efficiency Maine Trust to allow the nonwires alternative coordinator to carry out certain investigation and analysis.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c5915518_6aa6_4251_9644_b299388f][bookmark: _LINE__31_63bb3e25_cf43_4b18_93b3_3bf6fb][bookmark: _LINE__32_870fe58c_e4c1_4c0a_9482_f1bee5][bookmark: _LINE__33_7f91c471_5e48_4c40_bd91_f5b42f]5.  It provides that when the Public Utilities Commission determines a nonwires alternative is appropriate in certain cases involving the review of transmission and distribution projects, the nonwires alternative must be competitively procured.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_307e006b_3b03_4a7c_957e_c71dc09e][bookmark: _LINE__34_e4f0a8b0_8694_4335_ba18_c6b8b3][bookmark: _LINE__35_586b3d4f_bafc_4c2f_b125_c37899][bookmark: _LINE__36_ab7e2a19_8f3a_4e08_b642_bafd53][bookmark: _LINE__37_53dd3410_bd35_4a56_b8c6_d68d9d]6.  It removes language that provides that when an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility voluntarily agrees to a nonwires alternative on the grid side of the meter regarding certain small transmission and distribution projects, the utility must determine the entity to deliver the nonwires alternative.
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