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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__99e8f9a2_4f55_4b21_b084][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__715c0c6d_211b_4f90_8b07_d14a][bookmark: _PAR__4_231813e1_7de6_410c_8c2c_ab1d4800][bookmark: _LINE__11_c58bf98d_cd90_4ac8_bbba_e83a54][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30b00c4e_ad1a_4059_85a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fcd45645_d36d_4717_9c][bookmark: _LINE__12_24c1b9e5_425f_415f_ba16_612c5a][bookmark: _LINE__13_fea81b90_e580_4669_87e1_7eb068][bookmark: _LINE__14_9f528acd_dd4e_4d8b_bda2_5f7d55][bookmark: _LINE__15_13bd4c3e_7464_48b9_8170_72d43f][bookmark: _LINE__16_e06df579_97fa_4e3e_a7d2_0b86fd][bookmark: _LINE__17_724e23b0_13d1_4b85_b29b_a892a2][bookmark: _LINE__18_046c9a28_9287_4450_b803_e3c3c6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fcc074ad_756d_43da_b2]C.  Expenditures for lobbying or grassroots lobbying, including, but not limited to, compensation for an employee of a public utility or an employee of an affiliated interest if any portion of that compensation is used by the employee for lobbying or paid by that employee to a federal, state or local government official in an effort to influence any official decisions of or legislative decisions by the governmental official.  This paragraph does not apply to a consumer-owned water utility, a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility or the Casco Bay Island Transit District, created by Private and Special Law 1981, chapter 22; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__162f8122_21e0_44f1_9d03][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__be0cbae1_4717_4acc_aaab_24ac][bookmark: _PAR__5_61898f43_d28f_4bbe_9c66_6a9aafe8][bookmark: _LINE__19_39333b40_c844_46f6_885b_a1ceb0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__986e5755_020c_4ca9_b53][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f60030ed_bdb2_4f98_a5f][bookmark: _LINE__20_61b18f58_86a9_4d1e_a1b7_d17ae5][bookmark: _LINE__21_2f3b0758_8bff_4889_b96b_4b3293][bookmark: _LINE__22_65c26974_bcfa_45f7_9b22_4fd48d][bookmark: _LINE__23_e59a7724_8e8b_4613_b07b_0ecff0][bookmark: _LINE__24_d538d279_7687_4172_8cec_4b3c80][bookmark: _LINE__25_466af056_d0d8_4d13_a8cc_dbc104][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__48ff029b_5a75_4fdd_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cab764dd_5103_4a91_b9]D.  Educational expenditures, as defined by the commission by rule under section 302‑A, unless approved by the commission as serving a public interest. Educational expenditures include expenditures relating to information delivered to the public or to public utility customers by radio, television, the Internet, print and other media or through sponsorships, paid endorsements and public relations campaigns. This paragraph does not apply to a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility or a consumer-owned water utility.; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c5f0db34_a820_4542_a2b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c51bdc9e_00bf_49ad_8989_893e][bookmark: _PAR__7_cf61d9c6_c9c8_4e66_9d21_7a061968][bookmark: _LINE__28_2b47e291_a752_4fc5_9788_f481bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b12e0715_57c5_4b17_a09][bookmark: _LINE__29_4cee7963_4b76_42f6_9de8_43669b][bookmark: _LINE__30_6553d3d1_05f3_4d74_9c1f_e696cd][bookmark: _LINE__31_9680353b_03f8_4460_8b50_3eebc0]F.  Expenditures for investor relations as specified by the commission by rule.  This paragraph does not apply to a consumer-owned water utility, a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility or the Casco Bay Island Transit District, created by Private and Special Law 1981, chapter 22; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__91004420_19a3_406b_82c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d3a70d28_0287_4e83_999f_e006][bookmark: _PAR__8_3bbf35fe_bc25_41f1_ba11_5ec8747e][bookmark: _LINE__32_cb15e25b_f2fd_423c_adc1_d61cc9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c7666cdd_c0a2_48ff_8a6][bookmark: _LINE__33_ecd919f7_17b5_427a_9c68_4f4530][bookmark: _LINE__34_a8aaf35e_98fd_4118_8233_cab3d9][bookmark: _LINE__35_954313cf_ca9d_4332_905b_b205b2][bookmark: _LINE__36_67eee142_1364_4d70_b3d5_9ff571][bookmark: _LINE__37_da224913_eba2_4334_873a_974dd0][bookmark: _LINE__38_245fe915_e68b_42fc_a4ff_aa196b][bookmark: _LINE__39_cad73560_4fce_40d7_a287_f5d813][bookmark: _LINE__40_dcfcfa61_f94c_4cf4_8996_3e0036][bookmark: _LINE__41_55b7b912_998a_43d0_9c8d_d33259][bookmark: _LINE__42_90e0093f_cb25_44f7_95f9_fb7580]G.  Monthly costs associated with the attendance at, participation in or preparation for appeal of any contested rate case proceeding conducted before the commission that exceed the average monthly costs incurred by the Office of the Public Advocate in the same proceeding, if the Office of the Public Advocate participated in the proceeding.  For the purposes of this paragraph, costs include, but are not limited to, attorney's fees, fees for expert witnesses or consultants, the portion of public utility or affiliated interest employee salaries associated with such attendance at, participation in, preparation for or appeal of a contested proceeding and any other related costs specified by the commission by rule.  This paragraph does not apply to a consumer-owned water utility, a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility or the Casco Bay Island Transit District, created by Private and Special Law 1981, chapter 22.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c5987e1_5d0d_4eed_9a2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1f23e1e7_a4b2_47df_8d98_80a][bookmark: _PAGE__4_dac3d8a3_36ed_4cc8_a3b0_c0a37aa][bookmark: _PAR__1_e5d3d455_7eeb_4cd1_af65_f21bd485][bookmark: _LINE__1_51a5b6c7_1a5f_42c2_a35a_f5f7231][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__43b8de1e_9f00_4e92_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__afa9bef2_faee_42a1_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9335b5f9_f3c1_43cc_968][bookmark: _LINE__2_c91626ec_1ba2_4a01_a62b_434dd70][bookmark: _LINE__3_096d0e93_6c13_4dd0_9c8a_57cc4ae][bookmark: _LINE__4_d5a20503_0f6d_4958_8478_69587e8][bookmark: _LINE__5_b474f2c1_6fb6_4379_8fa1_3e26eab][bookmark: _LINE__6_cfd19513_f7bc_4ca6_a835_5d9adc1][bookmark: _LINE__7_cdc7c16c_2521_46bd_98cb_0cdc891][bookmark: _LINE__8_8f1c09f5_3ada_427c_9784_d1cfa60][bookmark: _LINE__9_a3b5b6f9_8929_4281_a0d2_9d117ec][bookmark: _LINE__10_8385330c_8a15_4f8b_ab21_23f8a8][bookmark: _LINE__11_29069097_e73d_4172_abbd_51a071][bookmark: _LINE__12_780a5946_ffab_4287_86cc_189bcd][bookmark: _LINE__13_2e60c038_59d4_4fd1_b8a0_239ba9]6.  Violations; penalties.  A public utility or affiliated interest that violates this section is subject to an administrative penalty in accordance with section 1508-A, except that the amount of the administrative penalty may not be less than the amount of the expense that the public utility or affiliated interest wrongfully included or incorporated in operating expenses to be recovered in rates.  Notwithstanding any provision of section 117, subsection 3 to the contrary, the commission may direct the public utility or affiliated interest to use a portion of the administrative penalties owed to the commission for violations of this section for the payment of a rebate to the public utility's customers.  If a public utility or affiliated interest wrongfully includes or incorporates in operating expenses to be recovered in rates an expense prohibited by this section, in addition to an administrative penalty described in this subsection, the commission shall order the public utility or affiliated interest to issue a refund to the public utility's or affiliated interest's customers, including interest.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__82b82c5a_fc5d_4cc1_9ce4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1cc9bc9b_1baa_4c22_80c9_3b2][bookmark: _PAR__4_6ef83ba9_d116_4c06_9104_94e3f204][bookmark: _LINE__16_b1f36eb3_9459_4a02_8a97_e32faa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__acbdf7fb_4a76_4814_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__804c54b6_6ff6_4b44_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8391cfa0_ff6f_446f_97f][bookmark: _LINE__17_50229c1d_7c45_41de_aea3_cb9dfe][bookmark: _LINE__18_e97b76cd_c784_4f98_ba3f_bd59d7][bookmark: _LINE__19_aaf5fa15_02e5_4356_b817_8139fd][bookmark: _LINE__20_99bdf76a_4b1e_4d9d_af0a_cc1ae7][bookmark: _LINE__21_06a40fc3_77b4_4118_9507_095b81][bookmark: _LINE__22_12808498_1b6b_4ac3_be36_4d6d8f][bookmark: _LINE__23_107d0d87_418f_4fb3_b6bb_ef02fe]1-B.  Customer hardship reporting.  The commission shall adopt rules to require public utilities with over 50,000 customers to file a quarterly docket with the commission containing data as required by this subsection from the previous quarter applicable to residential and nonresidential customers.  The commission's rules must establish filing requirements for public utilities with 50,000 or fewer customers that take into consideration the public utility's size and resources.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.  The rules must require that the filing data include: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f6dac3dd_81eb_4e39_a751][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f08ea96e_3bf5_4301_9f86_ded0][bookmark: _PAR__5_614b75f4_b7a2_4f6a_99b2_c67817f7][bookmark: _LINE__24_352139a0_1f7c_43d8_a2be_ae155c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9da28405_8e53_4a61_a4e][bookmark: _LINE__25_7a060bc3_c211_482a_b434_97726b]A. The average amount of time between a disconnection of service due to nonpayment and a reconnection; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__072d12cc_686b_4e7f_93ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__469da7b9_d462_4cdf_af69_6f1c][bookmark: _PAR__6_27dae426_b829_47a8_9d5d_fc74e321][bookmark: _LINE__26_ca1c5322_b119_4a94_8afc_46d2a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__02f47272_53a9_4727_881][bookmark: _LINE__27_68d9657c_111d_451f_82c2_45ada8]B. The number of disconnections of service due to nonpayment when the customer has previously been disconnected for nonpayment; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f07dd203_5abe_4ebf_9c8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__62a39828_1eb3_4a13_8c05_bd3f][bookmark: _PAR__7_33429f28_d2db_4a7a_982c_eab81722][bookmark: _LINE__28_7efc1e4d_0621_422e_9945_cb0566][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b1dc253_6f11_460f_a94][bookmark: _LINE__29_c4696d43_45a8_415b_b31e_9d8bd9]C. The number of customers that have enrolled in a payment plan that have previously enrolled in a payment plan; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__82650fb2_657d_4e8d_8121][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6740fdfe_7811_4612_ac8a_299b][bookmark: _PAR__8_1136d6d0_e00f_4fdf_93d7_613439f8][bookmark: _LINE__30_a6396888_7217_4df7_b5a0_1d9b76][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9d9cb60_60ea_4eaf_9b4][bookmark: _LINE__31_b1a99229_f93e_4298_b814_6f6a14]D. The number of customers in debt to the utility disaggregated by at least 3 periods of time spent in debt; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__861dbbe9_e455_4886_9725][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__008d8669_88ef_466d_929c_4181][bookmark: _PAR__9_b562c61f_bdb6_4f21_86ac_d45d1517][bookmark: _LINE__32_92c6eb97_0e53_4ba5_806d_fe89d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e58caf4_1c84_46ca_b6f]E. Any other information as established by the commission by rule. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cc0af322_8bba_4494_b568_419c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c98b16aa_2f28_4273_a7f][bookmark: _PAR__10_325f268b_8537_48bf_b9bd_d8be899][bookmark: _LINE__33_7dffad09_04cf_41c6_94cb_9b1721][bookmark: _LINE__34_e66acb70_1321_409c_9efd_a8b51f][bookmark: _LINE__35_50829a69_42e4_4c78_a547_edf6d3][bookmark: _LINE__36_afb0a6aa_4d40_4be5_942d_f98967]The data required by this subsection must be disaggregated by assistance program enrollment status and data related to disconnections of service must be disaggregated by zip code and environmental justice population status as defined in section 103-B, subsection 1, paragraph B. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4d5b94fc_f8f0_4116_9d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bc3e6c4d_a3d2_4662_b80f_7afe][bookmark: _PAR__11_86e8f4da_7d70_489b_8e99_30589c2][bookmark: _LINE__37_5b56e269_2878_451c_80f9_b2eab9][bookmark: _LINE__38_c8ef2cee_1698_49a9_b8d2_b33746][bookmark: _LINE__39_a5da76ef_f161_49cd_9c8c_ed9cb7][bookmark: _LINE__40_e502da10_5d30_4ded_b3d2_278b2c][bookmark: _LINE__41_d54e90b1_ead9_41e8_a9cd_400686]The commission rules must require public utilities with more than 50,000 customers to publish an annual summary report of the data required by this subsection on the utility's publicly accessible website in a format determined by the Office of the Public Advocate.  The Office of the Public Advocate shall develop a format for the annual summary report and provide the format to the commission.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__707668c6_5fb3_4ddf_9e31][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9fbfadd8_745c_45b7_b5e2_8e4][bookmark: _PAGE__5_847ee195_97c4_4574_aa79_5ba5ece][bookmark: _PAR__1_09fcfd55_f956_45b9_9de8_5b1fd630][bookmark: _LINE__1_2fe67471_979d_4112_a380_08545c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__174d7a4f_c53e_4644_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43d9b9b8_f6e9_4454_b95][bookmark: _LINE__2_1254f9f4_3ae1_40a0_8c9f_a066b43][bookmark: _LINE__3_c033482e_23c9_49fd_84df_733ab9a][bookmark: _LINE__4_fdba77e3_8c99_47cf_9120_345fc79][bookmark: _LINE__5_a442a4aa_1a8a_4919_a65c_af88d0a][bookmark: _LINE__6_02f299ab_2c67_47e6_bba7_11b96c0][bookmark: _LINE__7_16f606be_072f_431c_a049_cb8c8dc][bookmark: _LINE__8_5ab5d142_3f93_4f7d_8820_2e77937]1.  "Administrative charge" defined.  "Administrative charge" means a fee or charge for services that is added to the actual cost of materials or supplies or labor performed by or on behalf of a public utility with over 50,000 customers and charged to a public utility customer through a proposal, estimate, invoice or final accounting for the cost of interconnection, line extensions or work other than charges for the customer's regular electricity service.  "Administrative charge" includes, but is not limited to, an administrative service charge, an indirect overhead cost and a cost adder.  "Administrative charge" does not include: 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eb075400_c9b7_495f_b515][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__45790e5f_4950_46ed_9ee5_52a][bookmark: _PAR__4_e218d827_58b3_4fec_9177_09777dec][bookmark: _LINE__14_80535d33_2fd9_40a5_952b_5228b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5d244e25_f006_43ef_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a312316_b51f_4e74_a2a][bookmark: _LINE__15_2b365ba6_c514_40a3_b8aa_9485a1][bookmark: _LINE__16_86347c46_05c6_4334_8fde_5252c7][bookmark: _LINE__17_33909a10_e3e3_41b3_aa2e_6aeedd][bookmark: _LINE__18_fc1577a5_da5c_4832_81cc_dea755][bookmark: _LINE__19_d1b49d3e_eb0a_46b6_b582_5ab7fc]2.  Administrative charge proceedings.  By December 31, 2025 and at least every 5 years thereafter, the commission, within existing resources, shall conduct one or more proceedings to investigate administrative charges demanded or collected by a public utility with over 50,000 customers during the preceding 5-year period to ensure that such administrative charges meet the requirements of section 301 and other applicable provisions of this Title. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__624f3b56_a841_46e7_a658][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__84b96bfc_7566_46ee_9e33_e27][bookmark: _PAR__7_f4f55a32_e000_45de_a2f3_8234f392][bookmark: _LINE__28_3ac42ac3_c169_481a_841a_9830a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dc3f2684_6ce2_4317_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5fc2618c_1b81_4cf0_bf8][bookmark: _LINE__29_f89db928_79c8_415c_a618_243b81][bookmark: _LINE__30_5cd8c576_5845_411f_b6e3_dd77b3][bookmark: _LINE__31_297fcf46_a34f_4b98_b9d1_bcb498]5.  Report.  By July 1, 2026 and every 5 years thereafter, the commission shall submit to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utility matters a report summarizing the proceedings conducted by the commission during the prior calendar year.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__085382cc_c401_4ef2_89ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__58b6ef81_c15e_4d4b_a901_d32][bookmark: _PAR__10_1de4aa67_ce02_4aa1_b629_0a77cfc][bookmark: _LINE__37_cb3f8981_93dd_4bea_bda4_84e468][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__18ff5ec4_f252_4f3a_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4144c8ff_4cb3_4cae_ac5][bookmark: _LINE__38_217287ee_9fbf_490b_81ed_518cb0][bookmark: _LINE__39_312fbbf0_2f8c_4a36_9d8f_594356][bookmark: _LINE__40_860ed33d_cb6a_4fdc_90f7_ab8ce6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2cf07e90_d3f8_455b_a8]2.  Consumer assistance.  Require a customer bill issued by an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to display clearly and prominently the toll-free telephone number for the commission's consumer assistance and safety division and a statement of the consumer assistance services available by calling the division; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__55d868c4_a5a2][bookmark: _PAR__4_8894f3e6_294d_4dd6_bea6_2da8b6be][bookmark: _LINE__15_604642c6_a5ec_4009_9802_171b09][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__c916dd1f_03f2_46e3_8c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__44c4d069_afac_4139][bookmark: _LINE__16_21c35449_48a6_4c0b_97eb_a21766][bookmark: _LINE__17_1f691e1f_41a3_4f06_bd83_9cbd14][bookmark: _LINE__18_2bc58f94_26e3_4327_b3ea_c0d0ad]Sec. C-6.  Summary report; format.  The Office of the Public Advocate shall develop a format to be used by public utilities with more than 50,000 customers when creating annual summary reports as required by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 301, subsection 1-B and provide the format to the Public Utilities Commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9b15d9ff_6f00][bookmark: _PAR__5_b4d95644_018a_4dfc_83ae_49bb028f][bookmark: _LINE__19_55f766a7_b673_45a6_89cf_a32e9d][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__7592002f_e220_4174_9f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b1d618a7_57da_4dcb][bookmark: _LINE__20_77e6063c_c71c_4fc7_a2fe_108765][bookmark: _LINE__21_ff3ac676_feb5_44d6_9505_4f395a][bookmark: _LINE__22_34b93d33_bf21_4e1a_8c22_495a88][bookmark: _LINE__23_8d53b6cf_3ca1_40e8_816c_1be45f][bookmark: _LINE__24_2616451e_ad15_451c_be14_34049b]Sec. C-7.  Quarterly docket filing; required data.  The Public Utilities Commission shall adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 301, subsection 1-B, paragraph D to require a public utility to include in its quarterly docket filing the data required by Public Utilities Commission rule Chapter 815: Consumer Protection Standards for Gas Utilities and Electric Transmission and Distribution Utilities, Section 15.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c12d604_c661_418f_a9f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9da4ef1c_0443_4c21_b9f4_8091][bookmark: _PAR__8_b5aa8f43_ee19_4762_bd81_b86ea83f][bookmark: _LINE__28_08150ad0_5389_4e54_87de_640022][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__187790d2_0702_4ca4_b57][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9deff6cc_be49_476a_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__684eb68a_6fd6_480f_b7][bookmark: _LINE__29_6d5d9490_1ef3_445d_a9bf_8379af][bookmark: _LINE__30_fbefbc26_a69a_4229_a48e_6f9c08]A.  With a nameplate capacity of 2 megawatts one megawatt or more that involves a renewable energy project or a project for the production of energy, including all phases of site preparation, construction, retrofitting and demolition work; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c885391_1280_4cb0_80c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6a7d4644_4b1f_45d6_9fa9_99de][bookmark: _PAR__10_76213376_553c_4c68_bd64_ae48989][bookmark: _LINE__33_e6b4f6c9_2b1e_4078_8ab9_2d5beb][bookmark: _LINE__34_772b760a_83df_4c85_b067_7cb96d][bookmark: _LINE__35_e73b4c22_4771_4b49_9e48_de509f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a307b7f0_842e_47bf_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fc290500_db62_42af_8f][bookmark: _LINE__36_a5f22721_b8b6_4ec5_a434_efbe4a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6be2cf59_4cb9_4c10_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f4050d5c_845c_4e35_a4][bookmark: _LINE__37_87f66af2_f9bd_4ae5_9ac5_df119a][bookmark: _LINE__38_0af901c6_a62e_423e_967f_30ad97][bookmark: _LINE__39_c88a1beb_641f_4f50_9ccb_246607][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e7536e31_63a9_47d8_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3ab52398_befc_4218_aa]"Assisted project" does not include a project for which the Public Utilities Commission approved a term sheet or contract or otherwise provided project-specific authorization or approval pursuant to Title 35-A on or before June 29, 2021 or.  "Assisted project" includes a project that is participating in net energy billing and that meets the requirements of under Title 35-A, section 3209-A or 3209-B in accordance with a good cause exemption issued on or after June 29, 2025 by the Public Utilities Commission pursuant to Title 35-A, section 3209-A, subsection 7 or Title 35-A, section 3209-B or 9.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__890f374f_ca7e_495e_acaf_b7e4][bookmark: _PAR__8_9cab461e_86f0_45cb_adb2_051b2610][bookmark: _LINE__25_4556b35b_9fea_4af3_a981_30a012][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__29881f32_26b6_441c_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94b6cfb7_1215_46af_bcb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8a830d46_4f2c_4783_a1]§103-B.  Environmental justice requirements
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e1460c73_c6e3_481b_8502][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d3bfa056_f937_4443_815d_4fd][bookmark: _PAR__9_e6cb3290_4c65_46d6_947d_200df0d6][bookmark: _LINE__26_3f39f7bc_679b_4eb7_b1e3_13b32f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__64a6c24c_8bdb_4662_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__258abe4a_d2b1_4a3e_aa6][bookmark: _LINE__27_ba45d66e_3ebc_4aec_bd54_bc2c14]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__55995027_4d1b_49a7_b8eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__06e8ea7f_bab5_4110_a82d_3707][bookmark: _PAR__10_a3d54af0_4f2b_4ec1_a4af_5673778][bookmark: _LINE__28_d91346bd_4d54_4b96_ab99_a1b8fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__356d556b_a96f_4896_b9b][bookmark: _LINE__29_10a4e0fa_cece_4354_8f9c_012f19][bookmark: _LINE__30_91f80caa_b141_4cee_8cfc_be8251][bookmark: _LINE__31_0004ab6d_872a_4552_adba_0c08cb][bookmark: _LINE__32_ffa82daf_8c07_4267_b768_1892c4]A. "Environmental justice" means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all persons regardless of race, color, national origin, ability, gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity or ancestry, religious belief, English language proficiency or income with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, rules, regulations and policies. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6b9e1c8a_6f87_4721_a6fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__506b3f21_bf04_496e_ab1c_663d][bookmark: _PAR__11_733ccb5c_7a58_472a_851b_48106c9][bookmark: _LINE__33_39003bf0_c6bc_41bf_89de_09f07d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__951eaf69_c096_42ff_8b7]B. "Environmental justice population" means any census block group in which: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7ccde751_50b3_455e_8976_726][bookmark: _PAR__12_323d55b2_6da5_44cb_b6cd_832d1ae][bookmark: _LINE__34_35312109_796b_4aa6_a9e6_61a7d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28efc12f_1476_40ea_bc70][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d8719f5_36a7_43a7_9a6][bookmark: _LINE__35_97c43218_8659_4a99_b070_fd1a7d](1) The annual median household income is not more than 80% of the State's annual median household income; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__57c0f64d_8779_46c6_9cf6_39c][bookmark: _PAR__13_63d80de0_a30a_49a4_9558_1d86ba2][bookmark: _LINE__36_db07c8c2_8e78_48bf_ba81_58947c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6631e52a_4380_4f65_b705][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__138bc628_67e8_4086_8c0][bookmark: _LINE__37_bd4d241b_f289_4f1c_b916_5b42c4][bookmark: _LINE__38_5630e466_5a32_4583_99bd_408eb9](2) Persons of color or indigenous persons comprise 7% or more of the population, but the annual median household income does not exceed 150% of the State's annual median household income; or 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__527907c2_1991_4b39_ade0_66a][bookmark: _PAR__14_4ff938e7_242f_45a2_9cc5_050b314][bookmark: _LINE__39_4afeab54_7a5f_405b_a21d_2f202d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9be11746_c77d_43a9_a8ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ebdcc824_6b3e_4085_b14][bookmark: _LINE__40_9fbe537b_8490_483b_b8c3_a1c837](3) More than 1% of households are categorized as having limited English proficiency. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3f1c32e_f3a3_4af8_bea5_87d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__57bba24e_b2d7_4711_baf][bookmark: _PAR__15_1f3975f8_f162_4db8_ae90_8e7895d][bookmark: _LINE__41_c801e313_dae7_43c7_b02a_6d6df3][bookmark: _LINE__42_3582bd9a_5636_41ce_92eb_690e4f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__686d5bcc_11fa_4a40_bce5_d5f][bookmark: _PAGE__8_efd98237_7b97_4485_97c0_c09a75d][bookmark: _PAR__1_6c8f9ac6_c0d7_4d70_9719_3fbddf4f][bookmark: _LINE__1_18761c95_632a_45d9_932c_c7374d7][bookmark: _LINE__2_26945a1f_1d19_42b7_a366_957e77e][bookmark: _LINE__3_df94b675_3c22_4f4f_8965_639ff82]For a census block group that does not meet the criteria in subparagraphs (1) to (3), but a geographic portion of that census block group meets at least one criterion, the commission may designate by rule that geographic portion as an environmental justice population upon the petition of at least 10 residents of that geographic portion meeting any such criteria. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d799d675_d84f_4176_9df0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0bbe892c_8317_4db4_bec0_a8a5][bookmark: _PAR__2_f452b39e_0d9c_4587_8043_5f2bbd83][bookmark: _LINE__4_648578ca_5630_47f7_9e0d_ff977a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6cf7ce4f_0400_41b1_b9d][bookmark: _LINE__5_5ee1ff53_66da_41c3_a624_14e9412][bookmark: _LINE__6_d15f0907_3ae2_45fa_82d4_0c50ca1][bookmark: _LINE__7_791b502c_0a66_46d5_b8b3_637527e][bookmark: _LINE__8_a0341d03_5c6f_4550_830b_02ac3ca]C. "Environmental justice principles" means principles that support protection from environmental pollution and the ability to live in and enjoy a clean and healthy environment, regardless of race, color, national origin, class, ability, gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity or ancestry, religious belief, English language proficiency or income, which include: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__512224a0_4d6e_4908_93ab_bed][bookmark: _PAR__3_910f0fa6_c532_4110_b098_6c07e5e8][bookmark: _LINE__9_e7dd76d8_1174_4e88_862e_dab6213][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__00940d6f_5560_4ce7_a8b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee1b4634_151d_418a_913][bookmark: _LINE__10_8cc43a35_1344_4f04_8835_4b387f][bookmark: _LINE__11_ae80737b_bc82_4694_b68c_3a968d](1) The meaningful involvement of environmental justice populations with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, rules, regulations and policies; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__28afe31b_b1b3_4a13_bcd0_651][bookmark: _PAR__4_b16fd924_a03a_4bc7_85d7_02010dcf][bookmark: _LINE__12_90cd5ac1_f7b2_4a42_98b7_c57f12][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__75972db6_38a6_42a8_9962][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ecd9e0bc_6a35_4430_8b0][bookmark: _LINE__13_9cd860b8_05cb_41f7_9bce_64e38d](2) The equitable distribution of energy, health, economic and environmental benefits and energy, health, economic and environmental burdens. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11e6d0f3_8e08_4fdc_bc9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__18863211_8a46_493e_96c0_e84][bookmark: _PAR__5_b223e685_a45b_4afe_813d_d8dd7eda][bookmark: _LINE__14_3c76a326_36f1_4780_b5da_3ca604][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__15579f41_6026_4b52_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__96a687ad_b309_48ce_95d][bookmark: _LINE__15_4c4446ee_cbe6_4514_965e_075ba4][bookmark: _LINE__16_e5b26113_220d_4754_8682_68d54c]2.  Commission responsibility.  In executing its duties, powers and regulatory functions under this Title, the commission, while ensuring system reliability and resource adequacy, shall consider and incorporate environmental justice principles. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d44388e_53fd_442f_bc60][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b68324a9_834c_4ba6_a699_275][bookmark: _PAR__6_d9a29cdd_9390_4fef_a175_e850f7a3][bookmark: _LINE__17_16307fb1_21e7_4050_a66a_f005e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4072ba05_4e49_411e_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1820ad44_0469_4aef_ba8][bookmark: _LINE__18_ba3d1f5d_4cf9_4054_b8e8_5d36b8]3.  Community engagement plan.  On or before April 1, 2026 and within existing resources, the commission shall establish a community engagement plan. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9a315ab7_0450_4993_aaf2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ef06ae5c_7379_4d36_9e6c_7df][bookmark: _PAR__7_b513c7c4_bc2f_41f6_a41e_1acd497d][bookmark: _LINE__19_b60820ca_6e71_4f6b_b4f0_39fe5d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__11caa27d_9560_4250_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea8572f0_6d4b_4a57_8d5][bookmark: _LINE__20_bfc04f7a_0886_40e4_84a2_2b73f1][bookmark: _LINE__21_767f4e48_56b0_49b2_992d_b0105a]4.  Rules.  The commission may adopt rules to implement this section.  Rules adopted by the commission pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__50f84411_3365][bookmark: _PAR__8_2d7c8bb8_5920_42fe_ab7c_d03501af][bookmark: _LINE__22_56b65fc8_0c88_4e60_8e6e_6c7913][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b0c7f5a6_5eff_4f43_b2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__65785a3b_d390_4a24][bookmark: _LINE__23_12378182_ad87_4697_86dc_35fcca][bookmark: _LINE__24_98e440c7_6b4a_4cf0_bdf2_70e432][bookmark: _LINE__25_9975eb67_4920_4799_902d_4622b0][bookmark: _LINE__26_24f51c1a_9efd_4c08_aa22_a049d1][bookmark: _LINE__27_3eef4129_fb8b_428e_b9ff_f545ba][bookmark: _LINE__28_106fe855_ddf7_4bcf_a81d_92496b][bookmark: _LINE__29_baebe13b_c3ae_4759_b17e_09d922]Sec. D-6.  Public Utilities Commission proceeding; cost management proceeding.  By December 31, 2025, the Public Utilities Commission shall initiate a proceeding to examine and evaluate opt-in program designs pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-E, subsection 2, paragraph A.  By February 2, 2026, the commission shall provide a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology regarding the results of the proceeding and the commission's recommendations.  The committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature related to the commission's report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9ccedda3_c38e][bookmark: _PAR__9_a4f35a51_a22a_4e52_af14_4dc0cbe7][bookmark: _LINE__30_312697c7_81ec_4c4b_beda_c52740][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__ff97e02f_f400_4ade_bf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2c2740e0_76ff_4eda][bookmark: _LINE__31_7246dc8e_5d4d_45f1_ae0e_623117][bookmark: _LINE__32_5aee35bc_53b2_40a5_919a_137b74][bookmark: _LINE__33_b92f7d8c_03bf_4c8d_8783_f4cf01][bookmark: _LINE__34_c1399fa7_cb95_47a6_af31_0565dc][bookmark: _LINE__35_e2b5e1cb_08bf_443d_a16b_4f007e][bookmark: _LINE__36_96a67003_26b7_43e8_84ff_f6bfba][bookmark: _LINE__37_ecbecc47_ffd6_49b2_8556_1549a2]Sec. D-7.  Department of Labor rules; assisted projects; consistency with federal law.  By December 1, 2025, the Department of Labor shall initiate rulemaking to amend its rules applicable to assisted projects as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 1304, subsection 1-A and generation facilities as defined in Title 26, section 3501, subsection 4 for consistency with the changes provided in this Part.  The department shall also review its rules related to assisted projects, and initiate rulemaking to adopt changes if necessary, to ensure that those rules are substantially consistent with the federal Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 and rules adopted under that Act.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4de71a15_9467_4897_b430_a24cbd][bookmark: _PAR__10_e0beaa90_d459_4be0_b096_d9fe2f9][bookmark: _LINE__38_efef3b8e_8e76_4056_b97d_278243]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_54704040_9391_4656_8872_2a39bc0][bookmark: _LINE__39_51c98b82_9d7b_4f3b_a0a7_b1dc88][bookmark: _LINE__40_7d822878_6cb9_4575_8c99_dc4725][bookmark: _LINE__41_747b6183_ade0_4c95_9817_16e316][bookmark: _LINE__42_2fc705b9_9460_4e3e_9934_51d7ee][bookmark: _LINE__43_16143915_4ce8_4998_9c35_7b22da][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__bebaf03a_de9f_430d_aea9_a8e][bookmark: _PAGE__9_e5eed5a3_ba06_47df_9abe_b2bd62a][bookmark: _PAR__1_62a4f1a7_d041_494f_877c_d463f903][bookmark: _LINE__1_030f3861_5f91_4824_8350_222280d][bookmark: _LINE__2_1fb280e2_86a9_406e_a46c_4e2852c][bookmark: _LINE__3_33efd509_de03_47b3_8b1d_a3a99dd][bookmark: _LINE__4_e4d415e8_4268_4bf7_827d_4c20c51][bookmark: _LINE__5_9b22952d_af5e_4d14_8734_41a40b9][bookmark: _LINE__6_d435e3bd_cb04_4d8c_9920_5fdc224][bookmark: _LINE__7_a4d6d5d1_12a9_4d4b_820b_4798b73][bookmark: _LINE__8_f364d209_cc6c_4e18_a063_ae06c1e][bookmark: _LINE__9_9d56dd96_6584_45cd_8e7e_44c1dd7][bookmark: _LINE__10_708d6b46_942d_424d_a5e4_672d0c][bookmark: _LINE__11_3ee36118_8d88_46e6_ac6a_fa7bae][bookmark: _LINE__12_a7735564_ebb9_49f2_87bf_ba8507]Part A of the bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules prohibiting the disconnection of utility services of a residential customer for nonpayment if the residential customer is enrolled in, has begun the process to enroll in or has been denied enrollment in an assistance program administered by the Public Utilities Commission or another state agency and the customer attests to the utility that the customer or a member of the customer's household is 65 years of age or older, is incapacitated or dependent or has been certified within the last 12 months as having a medical condition or disability by a medical professional or government authority.  It also prohibits disconnections if a member of the customer's household has not attained 12 months of age.  The commission is required to adopt a process by which a public utility may petition the commission to proceed with a disconnection of a residential customer's service that would otherwise be prohibited.  Part A also prohibits a competitive electricity provider from entering into an agreement to provide service to or renew a contract for generation service for a residential consumer that, in the 12-month period prior to entering into the agreement or renewing a contract, has received low-income assistance unless the commission finds that the consumer would receive a lower rate by enrolling in or renewing the contract when compared to the standard-offer service available to that consumer.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_e8336a41_d0d9_4e2a_8d66_6680069a][bookmark: _LINE__13_3632f65c_4238_4acc_bb7a_d918a6][bookmark: _LINE__14_dfc4ba4b_23b3_40e6_af62_5377f7][bookmark: _LINE__15_c18821d4_6b77_473f_b8a3_de663d][bookmark: _LINE__16_ef60c49a_a01d_4ab9_a52b_52db2b][bookmark: _LINE__17_a716f396_4fb4_437c_bc20_44913f][bookmark: _LINE__18_3a59bfcb_7c8d_4f3b_9ae6_be1b32][bookmark: _LINE__19_9ab5b6e7_5785_42c1_966b_eed8b9][bookmark: _LINE__20_db036cdd_6d93_443d_89a1_b23e7a][bookmark: _LINE__21_d60246c5_4938_4c45_b47c_4e2c52][bookmark: _LINE__22_0ffbbbca_02d7_485f_a16d_7523f4]Part B prohibits certain expenses from being included in a public utility's rates, including fines and penalties, costs associated with travel, lodging and food for officers and members of a public utility's or affiliated interest's board of directors, expenditures for investor relations and certain costs associated with the attendance at, participation in, preparation for or appeal of any contested rate case proceeding conducted before the commission.  If a public utility includes any prohibited expenses in rates, it is subject to administrative penalties and the commission may direct the utility to use a portion of the administrative penalties owed for the payment of a rebate to the public utility's customers.  In addition to an administrative penalty, the commission is required to order the public utility to issue a refund to the public utility's customers, including interest.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2324e303_9b1d_4ec2_941a_4a03b585][bookmark: _LINE__23_6d2ea8be_805e_4e36_a36c_59cccb][bookmark: _LINE__24_18b2398c_8e31_4b77_89c2_6fd89c][bookmark: _LINE__25_a538ed03_6c70_440e_81d5_2a58c7][bookmark: _LINE__26_7559ea59_aba4_4a07_81c6_7fb4ed][bookmark: _LINE__27_f587ca83_d47e_4191_9b82_6b647b][bookmark: _LINE__28_3c2fe5df_a0f7_4753_800a_4dde2f][bookmark: _LINE__29_225adb45_e450_48b9_b612_e2937f][bookmark: _LINE__30_ca9cd743_442b_400f_9a3c_f4f9e5][bookmark: _LINE__31_af545ee3_685e_4277_95e5_a408c2][bookmark: _LINE__32_95d23219_a28e_4e1e_93e3_c17ce7][bookmark: _LINE__33_b1a8bc37_78db_404d_a108_0fc67c][bookmark: _LINE__34_b0b1b537_0b57_4838_ad10_f34418][bookmark: _LINE__35_38bda815_f0b6_4814_827e_809c9f]Part C requires the commission to adopt rules to require public utilities with over 50,000 customers to file a quarterly docket with the commission containing data from the previous quarter applicable to residential and nonresidential customers.  The rules must require that the filing data include information regarding customer overdue accounts, disconnections, reconnections, deposits and payment plans.  Part C also requires the commission, within existing resources, to conduct a proceeding at least once every 5 years to review administrative charges collected by a public utility with over 50,000 customers during the preceding 5-year period to ensure that such administrative charges are in compliance with applicable law.  Part C also requires that if an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility includes on a customer's bill a public policy charge, the utility must include an accurate and comprehensive description of the costs and benefits of the components of public policy charges, including, but not limited to, energy efficiency programs, renewable energy programs and low-income energy assistance programs.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_087f9536_a5c8_40bb_a077_0d058a8c][bookmark: _LINE__36_e5daa793_2f08_4b0e_ae77_6e6800][bookmark: _LINE__37_a3509f33_95d0_4df0_96ad_1f208c][bookmark: _LINE__38_15edc90f_4fe8_4e60_8bb2_867989][bookmark: _LINE__39_03e658b0_e537_4c83_acc1_5ab7fe][bookmark: _LINE__40_1182d465_4be2_42fa_bc3f_4205c5][bookmark: _LINE__41_dc1747ec_4c5d_464e_a835_959cda][bookmark: _LINE__42_8604fd38_b8a9_4607_afa2_c4b1e0][bookmark: _LINE__43_dd4f0801_4b4b_47c5_a738_aa4976][bookmark: _LINE__44_5520dbcc_dd59_4722_bf3a_022d23]Part D amends the definition of "assisted project" in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 1304, subsection 1-A to lower the size threshold of a project to which the definition applies. It requires that certain percentages of total labor hours of the construction, alteration or repair of a generation facility are performed by qualified apprentices.  Part D also requires the Public Utilities Commission, in executing its duties, powers and regulatory functions under Title 35-A, while ensuring system reliability and resource adequacy, to consider and incorporate environmental justice principles.  It requires the commission, on or before April 1, 2026 and within existing resources, to establish a community engagement plan.
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