132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the State-designated Agency Advocating for Individuals with Serious Mental Illness
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the State-designated Agency Advocating for Individuals with Serious Mental Illness
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d50b6a96_90fa_422d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5d9a3b2a_0704_40ad_88e8_4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__a00fe998_62e8_4b15_b6][bookmark: _PAR__2_14e32df2_8d9c_4e9c_81e0_c9c85bbf][bookmark: _LINE__2_bf73e5d2_e935_4f6e_973a_ea3ebd5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4dfc57bc_bb50_43f9]Sec. 1.  34-B MRSA §3012 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e1937d7c_5c86_4f4f_a128][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__463d97c3_1c1d_4955_a34a_3b4b][bookmark: _PAR__10_bd592ca2_6212_4b07_b49b_ea00449][bookmark: _LINE__23_0df4ba24_d47d_494c_90e5_0bd812][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98dc4058_c25a_435c_ac0][bookmark: _LINE__24_5dca30c6_5d45_4f07_a9db_3d17b4][bookmark: _LINE__25_82f76a73_2d94_4d29_ab56_6ab992][bookmark: _LINE__26_c4da1aef_3de7_48c5_a245_fd7e3d][bookmark: _LINE__27_705b95cd_96fc_494d_a61e_8bea3d][bookmark: _LINE__28_a1bbd344_d454_4842_9cc9_03984f][bookmark: _LINE__29_ae7bcc81_35b9_4c22_9805_09a220]B.  The agency may pursue in its own name or on behalf of an individual with serious mental illness any legal, administrative or other appropriate remedies to ensure the protection of and advocacy for the rights of individuals with serious mental illness who are or may be eligible for services administered, licensed or funded by the department, except that the agency may refuse to take action on any complaint that it considers to be trivial, to be moot or to lack merit or for which resources are insufficient or for which there is clearly another remedy available.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2bf4bd45_107d_4439_be1b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e620bdf8_4ebb_4964_910f_549b][bookmark: _PAR__11_99401f84_4a4e_4291_a41d_2635a5e][bookmark: _LINE__30_29ea4295_5a39_495f_90fe_fadc40][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4083865a_c751_4f88_993][bookmark: _LINE__31_7e114302_d461_4482_a830_4eb865][bookmark: _LINE__32_915fceea_cb3e_494a_90a3_bc7707]C.  The agency may refer individuals with serious mental illness to other agencies or entities and collaborate with those agencies or entities for the purpose of advocating for the rights of those individuals.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_421b98d6_9bc4_4576_afa6_98e7563][bookmark: _LINE__29_0012a682_1eff_457d_85be_3d4abe][bookmark: _LINE__30_4ed9ebaa_589e_403a_80c8_b09ccb][bookmark: _LINE__31_0b592e3e_ae8a_4d4e_8716_772152][bookmark: _LINE__32_3325740d_80d0_45cd_a7e9_b0b78e]This bill requires in statute that the Department of Health and Human Services contract with an independent agency to provide advocacy services on a statewide basis to individuals with serious mental illness who are residing in those individuals' communities or who are hospitalized.
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