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An Act to Promote Local Seafood in Schools
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f784eca_ce60_4cff_b2fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0a766bb0_1993_43a6_bafc_dfc][bookmark: _PAR__3_e71fc7a8_545a_4629_bb9d_f0dd8086][bookmark: _LINE__3_8da45300_43f1_492f_9daf_1a76de5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2f3e101e_b84f_4fa8_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9f5ec10c_c3e1_4612_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__196000fe_7f19_4081_8cc][bookmark: _LINE__4_8b829a4c_fabe_4e42_a919_186831f][bookmark: _LINE__5_7deaf384_7b58_4ee2_aaf0_ba5b8bf][bookmark: _LINE__6_ab4d6e6d_eead_40b9_adb3_3859fd4][bookmark: _LINE__7_b7093667_027e_49b7_8a26_2b38b30][bookmark: _LINE__8_b30efa1f_8fff_4b77_b9c4_091285b][bookmark: _LINE__9_320480f9_78df_432f_a780_01ecc5e][bookmark: _LINE__10_8288668d_be78_44d6_94b5_4d4b84][bookmark: _LINE__11_3b1ecc01_4b6d_40be_b0e3_f2e9da][bookmark: _LINE__12_9162aae7_2705_4a76_ba54_eeb255][bookmark: _LINE__13_c0e6d5b8_6082_46a2_baf8_45fa8a][bookmark: _LINE__14_54442f57_e7b4_4350_8c90_c21003][bookmark: _LINE__15_582a899b_3192_4de0_8fa1_f70b91][bookmark: _LINE__16_7c5455fa_2c79_4268_a1b5_7a13da][bookmark: _LINE__17_f1be148b_43e8_4788_b0d3_6f94ac][bookmark: _LINE__18_0c84fa64_fd4f_4e15_9aa1_110cee][bookmark: _LINE__19_8d156e49_1a94_4b82_a64d_715902][bookmark: _LINE__20_a51095a9_b212_4d1b_b3f6_4c5782][bookmark: _LINE__21_69d8fcfd_db04_42b4_a9ce_bb8fd2][bookmark: _LINE__22_e8715a0d_f8d3_4538_acd4_6376ac][bookmark: _LINE__23_0338d6cd_f3d2_4238_9af2_f1a41c][bookmark: _LINE__24_1370a97c_142e_48ae_9349_23f550][bookmark: _LINE__25_c794549e_2169_4df8_9c79_c55242][bookmark: _LINE__26_4d1775d8_57d7_4902_a922_849d1c][bookmark: _LINE__27_387379d2_2643_4b99_8c8a_da19a0][bookmark: _LINE__28_55cb80af_e617_4d93_8ca8_52b115][bookmark: _LINE__29_18dfff5f_31f3_4fe5_9e98_1b0d85][bookmark: _LINE__30_30144ad1_7036_4d61_adb6_4752c3]16.  Local Seafood Fund.  The Local Seafood Fund is established within the department.  The fund is authorized to receive revenue from public and private sources.  The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year must be carried forward to the next fiscal year.  The fund must be used to match $1 for every $3 a school administrative unit pays for seafood purchased directly from a person who fishes commercially, a cooperative of persons who fish commercially, an aquaculture farmer, an aquaculture farmer's cooperative, a local food hub, a local food processor or a food service distributor in the State, to a maximum state contribution of $5,000 per school administrative unit in fiscal year 2025-26 and subsequent years or $5,500 per school administrative unit if funding is received and the school administrative unit sends a food service employee to local seafood training administered by the department under subsection 18.  All seafood purchased using the fund must be grown or harvested in the State, with the exception of processed and value-added food products produced in the State, which must meet standards set by the department.  The department shall create standards for allowable processed and value-added food products produced in the State and provide guidance to school administrative units regarding which of those products are allowable for reimbursement under this subsection and subsection 17.  At the end of a fiscal year, the school administrative unit may provide the department with receipts documenting purchases pursuant to this subsection during that year. Reimbursement or partial reimbursement to school administrative units may be made only up to the amount available in the fund.  Failure to reimburse does not constitute an obligation on behalf of the State to a school administrative unit.  The department shall apply for federal grant funding to provide state contributions in excess of $5,000 per school administrative unit in fiscal year 2025-26 and subsequent years pursuant to this subsection if applicable grant funding is available.  The department may accept grant funding from hospitals and other sources to provide state contributions in excess of $5,000 per school administrative unit in fiscal year 2025-26 and subsequent years pursuant to this subsection.
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[bookmark: _SUMMARY__272587bd_2037_410d_87cd_9b8362][bookmark: _PAR__6_5743e0ed_6a81_4638_a529_0efaafb9][bookmark: _LINE__18_d4766534_b516_4e74_9ec9_99a9d3]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7bee3f79_e108_4680_afd9_681ac620][bookmark: _LINE__19_32b996e3_610f_4a13_8f3f_f9fef4][bookmark: _LINE__20_947b6972_600c_490b_9dd9_0ae383][bookmark: _LINE__21_10f7a3a6_3325_4e1e_ae21_3fedb1][bookmark: _LINE__22_203ee9c5_e4b6_4b32_a4f7_8ccebd][bookmark: _LINE__23_5dd81088_39cf_418b_b7d1_7a95cf][bookmark: _LINE__24_2d5cda38_40a1_4301_859c_288c03][bookmark: _LINE__25_38307aed_ba79_4d0a_b7ec_484adc][bookmark: _LINE__26_ba998469_9524_46d9_8ccf_4ca80d][bookmark: _LINE__27_d69a1cd4_f907_4c21_ac84_9b4414]This bill establishes the Local Seafood Fund to be used to match $1 for every $3 a school administrative unit pays for seafood purchased directly from a person who fishes commercially, a cooperative of persons who fish commercially, an aquaculture farmer, an aquaculture farmer's cooperative, a local food hub, a local food processor or a food service distributor in the State, to a maximum state contribution of $5,000 per school administrative unit in fiscal year 2025-26 and subsequent years or $5,500 per school administrative unit if funding is received and the school administrative unit sends a food service employee to a local seafood training program established and administered by the Department of Education pursuant to the bill.
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