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An Act to Establish a Statewide Sexual Assault Forensic Examination Kit Tracking System and Conduct an Inventory of Existing Forensic Examination Kits in the Possession of Law Enforcement
L.D. 
An Act to Establish a Statewide Sexual Assault Forensic Examination Kit Tracking System and Conduct an Inventory of Existing Forensic Examination Kits in the Possession of Law Enforcement
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_70c6e091_7bfa_4d1f_a50c_42c41e32][bookmark: _LINE__3_152039bd_8f5f_47a1_b0ef_88d5c81][bookmark: _LINE__4_2aa2b40a_b444_4740_83db_e749bbb][bookmark: _LINE__5_af4a8bde_2cd1_491b_a372_e5a5f23][bookmark: _LINE__6_eb0ccafc_c49f_4afe_a019_3e0ac41]Whereas, the creation of a statewide sexual assault forensic examination kit tracking system and an inventory of all sexual assault forensic examination kits in the possession of law enforcement agencies has begun pursuant to a federal grant, which will end in June 2025, leaving the tracking system and inventory partially complete; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_de895f4b_4bf9_4555_a5ed_a6671f74][bookmark: _LINE__7_907fa863_f6a4_4ecf_9062_251ac1f][bookmark: _LINE__8_0b5ee4e2_3647_4cf7_9ffa_6abbd0f][bookmark: _LINE__9_c23f9565_1c61_4705_a3a8_95d2204]Whereas, this legislation requires the establishment of a forensic examination kit tracking system, allowing the work that has commenced to establish a statewide tracking system to continue without interruption; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_be69b962_40a5_4ea1_bf24_c8ed6658][bookmark: _LINE__10_841da365_a9b4_4ad4_b9fd_4a7961][bookmark: _LINE__11_4e432924_d1b9_401f_ae6f_12b4bd]Whereas, the immediate passage of this legislation is critical to strengthen the State's enforcement of sexual assault laws and response to sexual assault; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ace194c5_12db_4b14_a989_d8e7a3ba][bookmark: _LINE__12_72f0b1c7_7fb9_43ec_8227_e67c87][bookmark: _LINE__13_2f77dc2c_1829_4c7f_9048_f375f9][bookmark: _LINE__14_de878b7d_a52b_403b_9d57_f834c7][bookmark: _LINE__15_269026b3_6e2f_4334_a692_e35bed]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__66e2962d_8941_40d8_b984_0ec][bookmark: _PAR__3_87619f0c_dee5_4aed_a7b5_9524bcff][bookmark: _LINE__6_8d2dc133_af02_4911_a145_646b625][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__931192c0_a982_4a1f_a268][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fbb88867_ff75_4ca9_9be][bookmark: _LINE__7_335feb85_ee29_4008_b4fd_5e4d318](3)  A licensed health care provider shall identify when a kit was used for evidence collection and enter into the tracking system the date when the kit was used. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c1a23a3b_5c0b_46ad_9728_ef5][bookmark: _PAR__4_3a0facda_6154_4398_9ca0_f1fbee68][bookmark: _LINE__8_3454ab47_97b1_45f1_8171_76198f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__16bed459_3128_4150_b72c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b70c5133_f5e8_4e7e_900][bookmark: _LINE__9_e4ed7c19_1373_403e_9fe7_58e787b][bookmark: _LINE__10_9e6ef739_18a8_4f7e_a3c3_300e45][bookmark: _LINE__11_c66e2064_3751_4c83_b99d_60b760][bookmark: _LINE__12_e632e5c1_e0ae_4630_9c85_6eee7c][bookmark: _LINE__13_d2e32394_84f9_487b_83b2_03aeaf](4)  A licensed health care provider shall identify when a completed kit is transferred to a law enforcement agency and to which law enforcement agency it is transferred and enter into the tracking system the date when the kit was transferred and, to the extent known to the licensed health care provider, whether the alleged victim of sexual assault for whom a kit was completed has reported the alleged sexual assault to a law enforcement agency. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0f896b4c_afdb_41c6_9c37_a56][bookmark: _PAR__6_87fe0675_132e_4f76_98ac_89e01afb][bookmark: _LINE__17_cabf7a61_0469_4c46_a49d_359342][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6758f894_0a77_41e3_b4b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9edc68cc_fc67_44f0_923][bookmark: _LINE__18_92b341a5_ea5e_4474_8955_a2b304][bookmark: _LINE__19_61aaa908_4555_4f25_ad8a_e06d86][bookmark: _LINE__20_04df1be3_e3b5_4d71_8f68_2a45fe][bookmark: _LINE__21_74d1b5af_3a3d_4a64_b325_539a61](6)  A law enforcement agency shall enter into the tracking system the date it receives a completed kit and the location where the completed kit is being stored and, to the extent known to the law enforcement agency, whether the alleged victim of sexual assault for whom the kit was completed has reported the alleged sexual assault to a law enforcement agency. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b2754457_c16d_48fb_8f09_407][bookmark: _PAR__7_a0067c0f_5038_40ce_8cf4_2af39365][bookmark: _LINE__22_8b0b0316_cd32_492b_8174_e30c20][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__78b32926_f595_4712_9087][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a25afea_b154_4119_ad0][bookmark: _LINE__23_1e21199d_1d54_428f_8fab_672cfb][bookmark: _LINE__24_6aeb0480_b6e3_4a6a_a5cd_47e028][bookmark: _LINE__25_3c78b30f_aebc_4a99_ae79_cd2fd5](7)  A law enforcement agency in possession of a completed kit shall enter into the tracking system the date that law enforcement agency reports to a prosecuting attorney that a forensic examination has been performed pursuant to Title 24, section 2986. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__06f896dd_39f3_4d14_8b2e_80a][bookmark: _PAR__8_cdc1f6c3_2ba2_489f_a084_07185530][bookmark: _LINE__26_a34e544f_7cd0_44ab_8aa0_786ef3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fce65422_02d7_4080_9853][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8bbce9f2_5ff4_423a_824][bookmark: _LINE__27_aa58cac7_e2b4_4920_8942_69d725](8)  A crime laboratory shall identify when it has conducted an analysis of a completed kit and enter into the tracking system the date of the analysis. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9b8c20b8_2915_4d39_92c7_fe5][bookmark: _PAR__9_629b32ba_e589_48ba_a1ed_5497c2b0][bookmark: _LINE__28_8b0b06d7_b4b8_412f_9be1_c94c6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9a4093d8_cd37_4168_9d95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__15c77078_499d_4ba1_a18][bookmark: _LINE__29_bc56d633_6b3c_4023_9e37_1ccbe0][bookmark: _LINE__30_1a03722c_5b27_4af6_ae42_90738a](9)  A law enforcement agency that receives a kit after analysis from a crime laboratory shall identify when it received the kit and whether that kit was stored or destroyed. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__82366768_577b_469f_962e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7834d636_e0d6_4d92_b2b0_040f][bookmark: _PAR__10_0d81440b_0f08_4c33_92b7_ed2a932][bookmark: _LINE__31_af051f83_f145_4e0c_ad80_0ac16b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd50c016_e161_44b4_9ad][bookmark: _LINE__32_3bfd79e9_6db4_4ec6_bf06_4ad122]C.  The tracking system must provide for the updating and tracking of a forensic examination kit as follows. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a2e975dc_fb36_48a1_a683_d1a][bookmark: _PAR__11_1bdd22c4_4dbd_4594_bdb3_63c2c71][bookmark: _LINE__33_d3b2199e_832c_421e_8808_8cb35d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f182077d_47c8_4828_a98f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__102eaa10_523b_4b50_8cd][bookmark: _LINE__34_0edf9474_0efc_46b7_8046_788349][bookmark: _LINE__35_f1dc7a66_bfd1_452e_a183_a5fd86][bookmark: _LINE__36_a1f1f4cd_7ee3_499d_957d_cfd6eb](1)  An alleged victim of sexual assault from whom forensic evidence has been collected using a kit must have access to the tracking system on an anonymous and secure basis for the purposes of receiving updates regarding the kit and tracking the status of the kit. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2c0cd454_50e9_487b_a12f_5cf][bookmark: _PAR__12_eac025f6_3c27_498b_a7d7_cca7f65][bookmark: _LINE__37_e716bc27_384d_47e9_8c37_e8831c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__93b3ac0a_e15a_4fa6_ac38][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b5535be6_f63c_4b7f_b9d][bookmark: _LINE__38_d6a7c6ef_b88c_4eda_a7a2_917a87][bookmark: _LINE__39_2072817e_f1ed_43a7_8239_14bdc6](2)  A licensed health care provider, law enforcement agency or any other entity in possession of a kit must have access to the tracking system for the purposes of entering, updating and tracking the status and location of the kit. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b288af4d_98e9_4664_ab60_38e][bookmark: _PAR__13_471feb77_7820_408d_84d9_9f97a69][bookmark: _LINE__40_d510acb2_b2ad_41f7_affb_cd26db][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__63d732b5_a77f_40ec_b7d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f636d5b_f9c7_4436_bec][bookmark: _LINE__41_6bce47b2_3df2_4b99_8fc3_d525b3][bookmark: _LINE__42_5c5651c3_6853_4b97_9722_982d0c](3)  Prosecuting attorneys in the State must have access to the tracking system for the purpose of receiving updates regarding the kits and tracking the status of the kits. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49383f44_246a_4f69_8ad2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b968bb54_c583_48eb_8613_702][bookmark: _PAGE__4_38dc96e9_edba_4bdf_9819_20d0075][bookmark: _PAR__1_efd2a3a6_4b9d_4e6d_b950_f664238b][bookmark: _LINE__1_ceb72ed8_1c15_4561_b365_1ab586b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d6fdfbce_d5ca_4f97_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef0b2c47_dbdd_44f4_933][bookmark: _LINE__2_145c2ea5_d49d_45eb_b05c_b211fe0][bookmark: _LINE__3_a8c7c01b_2486_4b86_9793_e13959b][bookmark: _LINE__4_4d6ced97_5710_411b_b9f5_237983d]3.  Participation required.  Law enforcement agencies, licensed health care providers, crime laboratories and prosecuting attorneys in the State shall participate in the tracking system on the schedule and in the manner required by the department pursuant to rules adopted pursuant to subsection 6. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__550920dc_afdb_4920_82a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__645f9674_75a1_40ef_86f8_4cb][bookmark: _PAR__2_fbbde225_e624_4ccd_b01d_4f365ffd][bookmark: _LINE__5_9fed548e_92bc_4a8b_88c3_1a80ccc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5b145cae_c9c1_45fa_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ad45ad44_c586_4ba8_b3b][bookmark: _LINE__6_3999500e_12bf_4d22_bb4b_fcb0dcf][bookmark: _LINE__7_2e17463e_f381_4925_85c9_37954eb]4.  Immunity.  A person or entity required by subsection 3 to participate in the tracking system is immune from civil liability for actions taken as a participant that are required by subsection 3 or by rules adopted pursuant to subsection 6. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9b24fa4b_0076_4aff_9be9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ba69f5df_780f_4d7b_9850_0dc][bookmark: _PAR__3_21adbe07_3309_4703_963e_44708dbb][bookmark: _LINE__8_3c1f8ad7_6914_439e_9ff0_45034b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__16ba5b9c_0cc9_4dc9_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ddd2a3f_072f_4d4a_95a][bookmark: _LINE__9_1f785da9_974b_4dd9_952a_aa75ad3][bookmark: _LINE__10_bff9f415_8733_464a_87f5_318656][bookmark: _LINE__11_c69c0c6e_3218_4e17_bd96_93e08d][bookmark: _LINE__12_02682918_2c62_4c44_adb9_8c52ba][bookmark: _LINE__13_c27e42cf_39ec_4297_b989_227dda]5.  Report.  The department shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters and the Governor by January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, regarding the tracking system.  The report may include recommendations from the department for improved operation of the tracking system and must include the following information, identified by the county from which a forensic examination kit was entered into the tracking system: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c8a75aaa_2d28_4e21_94cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f381a212_baf8_4245_82d1_7fdf][bookmark: _PAR__4_e033c305_b1df_460d_aa62_bb8a86b9][bookmark: _LINE__14_e07ea5ac_3dca_46b4_a2c3_62982f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0354fa8b_3450_4c4e_89d]A.  The number of completed kits in the tracking system, including: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__618b6018_0541_47c4_bc70_7e3][bookmark: _PAR__5_12197784_1524_4355_b80a_ec633625][bookmark: _LINE__15_6248a089_f6fd_4502_83eb_6ced9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__54edad05_e0d9_4350_917e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__628232c7_41e5_4412_b9f][bookmark: _LINE__16_3329d399_6a45_4981_93b8_851e66][bookmark: _LINE__17_74f2e775_0385_4fe1_b987_3115aa][bookmark: _LINE__18_6f325aeb_6a09_47d2_85f1_df405d](1) The number of completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency and, of those kits, the number on which analysis has been completed and the number on which analysis has not been completed; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ba4b806e_6068_445f_9e1c_f28][bookmark: _PAR__6_ce791326_e9dc_49ee_882a_8ab06a74][bookmark: _LINE__19_fd8c8763_e98d_46eb_9f99_164f69][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__140192c7_7303_439f_8cd5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70a54078_d18d_4a1c_a13][bookmark: _LINE__20_aed80ef7_0f3b_4163_a2bc_ec09fd][bookmark: _LINE__21_264846a9_7bd6_41f8_998f_6027e5][bookmark: _LINE__22_b8badf1e_0f9e_4492_9f13_e21334](2) The number of completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has not reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency and, of those kits, the number on which analysis has been completed and the number on which analysis has not been completed; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4412b22_87c7_438d_92aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__688090d7_399e_4073_9089_98bc][bookmark: _PAR__7_b34cd139_d97f_49c9_91bc_ac216cb9][bookmark: _LINE__23_1dd97326_ba2c_4104_ae8a_b62c2d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e673f288_b266_4fd9_b51][bookmark: _LINE__24_8d086b7a_b773_43b6_88ce_12faad]B.  The number of completed kits that were entered into the tracking system during the prior calendar year, including: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f26ccfb8_7772_40ce_b0b2_4fc][bookmark: _PAR__8_dc0d09ba_6fda_4dec_aa59_7dc0c4a5][bookmark: _LINE__25_85963b4c_31cf_406b_a367_ab5faa][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__22e536f5_35e6_471a_af2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__436a0712_6a81_40a2_af0][bookmark: _LINE__26_141550f1_b007_44b6_8ee5_72dd08][bookmark: _LINE__27_f351fc11_f082_4c1e_b9fd_4e627e][bookmark: _LINE__28_1a0e12c2_e04d_4743_870a_cba794](1) The number of completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency and, of those kits, the number on which analysis has been completed and the number on which analysis has not been completed; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a8a9eea9_a4a6_48df_bf01_106][bookmark: _PAR__9_53dbcba2_2a6c_4511_a782_9d44be66][bookmark: _LINE__29_3e745f84_5d5d_4a1a_a4fb_2a463e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2afc679c_552f_4f44_8543][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6e1945bf_40d0_45c1_b7f][bookmark: _LINE__30_a40b1a61_d316_4950_a768_8d89cd][bookmark: _LINE__31_e7e959d2_8853_40ef_ba17_111656][bookmark: _LINE__32_65a08a47_7632_45c8_b10e_cb057b](2) The number of completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has not reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency and, of those kits, the number on which analysis has been completed and the number on which analysis has not been completed; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ea61af9d_8443_4dcd_9e37][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d1baf38e_1632_4bc6_8247_0b95][bookmark: _PAR__10_489aebea_d887_4685_ae7e_c242fa6][bookmark: _LINE__33_a5c1e6aa_91e9_42ef_b93f_4a0b22][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3261df3_854d_484f_ab4][bookmark: _LINE__34_39de0907_6e1c_4f56_bbd9_f4d066][bookmark: _LINE__35_a2ea3e16_c13a_4367_95d8_072fed]C.  The average and median lengths of time for forensic examination kits to be sent for analysis after being entered into the tracking system and for analysis to be completed; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__38c19210_d258_48ee_a49c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6aa09ace_a4b2_481b_b389_940e][bookmark: _PAR__11_6c1ab9b8_e4fa_4c05_94ac_534ed99][bookmark: _LINE__36_56deab4c_19eb_4a7f_a8d9_50c6b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5c80b837_f3d3_4561_843][bookmark: _LINE__37_1221f012_96be_4bd0_b391_925ce0]D.  The number of reported forensic examination kits entered into the tracking system for more than one year for which analysis has not been completed. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c83d926f_7e8b_4055_a62a_362b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5de795a3_7286_4edc_a9c][bookmark: _PAR__12_c9b6c48b_e86f_4185_8d43_62065df][bookmark: _LINE__38_b8722434_9d79_40fb_9b15_eebdac][bookmark: _LINE__39_86c12278_38c7_4259_a489_364670][bookmark: _LINE__40_0485b38b_98d5_4545_b032_ab101e]The State Police and any other law enforcement agency that performs its duties in more than one county shall provide to the department tracking information for each county where a forensic examination kit was entered into the tracking system. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a9de6f09_3d18_4d96_8724][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__59c0988f_9d9e_4a10_b452_607][bookmark: _PAR__13_31b3eb71_93f5_44cc_85f3_2e6ddd1][bookmark: _LINE__41_72d5e8af_94c7_478f_a564_61d893][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ed7d58e3_6708_4ff8_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bb6e448a_d637_43e2_819][bookmark: _LINE__42_05255a1a_4c09_499e_800e_588116][bookmark: _LINE__43_6e28c973_e280_4d3b_9ebb_0f7dff][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a1c7f1e4_045c_4c20_bca0_ff8][bookmark: _PAGE__5_11f28bb1_53f9_4ea8_b8f3_07f527d][bookmark: _PAR__1_a7299c12_debf_4356_a136_b699d308][bookmark: _LINE__1_3011af56_6119_44a4_820a_0158f13][bookmark: _LINE__2_3b639080_c2f1_48ff_aa9e_a15ac9d][bookmark: _LINE__3_3861cd32_ae9f_473d_aa6e_1ed36d4][bookmark: _LINE__4_6c1375e6_e1d3_4889_b3f1_a91bbab][bookmark: _LINE__5_91751075_7bf6_4423_9fd7_31d55aa]6.  Rules.  The commissioner shall adopt rules to govern participation in and implementation of the tracking system.  The rules must include provisions for maintaining confidentiality of tracking system information; provisions to ensure timely posting to the tracking system; a process for approving tracking system users and access for approved users; procedures for posting information and for updating information in the tracking system; and requirements for documentation of persons who have posted, accessed and updated information in the tracking system.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__86d9f54c_4cc0_4f1f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d1f5fd5b_8394_4dd2_bdeb_4][bookmark: _PAR__2_68c087fd_03e6_43ce_8fa4_3cfc2e28][bookmark: _LINE__6_a809871a_5d35_4eff_9129_ae261b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__10313eec_1dc8_4b7b][bookmark: _LINE__7_cc22016d_3ea4_4e46_ba0e_588e1bb]Sec. 3.  25 MRSA §3821, as amended by PL 2023, c. 236, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__21aa580a_7e88_45a1_8a56_9611][bookmark: _PAR__3_c5f65c4b_76af_40fa_b8b6_90cb13fe][bookmark: _LINE__8_274cde8a_ca2e_48e8_892f_1e34180][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4e29ff1_4854_4826_85a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f27b0076_f8f0_4790_a5]§3821.  Transportation and storage of forensic examination kits
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40cff3a9_3cd2_48de_b37][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e0f6db97_85c1_4ab6_a06e_3f74][bookmark: _PAR__4_b15955df_6bec_4b17_9201_3e691c16][bookmark: _LINE__9_f5b6cc16_87e9_48bc_bcb6_b01981c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__14fd01ab_5c99_4222_84b][bookmark: _LINE__10_5a6e70c7_0a50_4055_801f_156551][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8c777902_cbc1_44a0_a82][bookmark: _LINE__11_07524d2f_ebba_4fb7_a14d_df6fb5]For the purposes of this section, "sexual assault" means any crime enumerated in Title 17‑A, chapter 11 and "strangulation" has the same meaning as in Title 17‑A, section 208, subsection 1, paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__530abf7b_3743_4877_b6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7cbf1b15_b310_4321_975b_da15][bookmark: _PAR__5_c362f68b_b211_4b01_bb41_d143ebb5][bookmark: _LINE__12_236c96ae_60c8_4b8e_9492_0349b2][bookmark: _LINE__13_5acfeded_fa50_48a5_8365_97dd61][bookmark: _LINE__14_e205a4d7_0c85_4de5_9a58_ec8468][bookmark: _LINE__15_3cea5c31_49ea_4ff4_98c9_33a615][bookmark: _LINE__16_e940abb8_8690_417c_a59b_c4c43e][bookmark: _LINE__17_6b7b16e1_f394_4ac9_b9bb_0695e1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b9f81f14_9599_43f3_b4][bookmark: _LINE__18_d4c1b5ee_b8a6_4e0b_83c9_f6f00b][bookmark: _LINE__19_889640ac_e9b7_44bd_b101_db8b90][bookmark: _LINE__20_2f50a0ce_58b1_46a7_8443_b9c203][bookmark: _LINE__21_7510dd35_eb34_486d_a9cf_de3e18][bookmark: _LINE__22_9b00c179_28a8_4588_997b_9a8084][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c85bad3b_67d3_4be1_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__69ab9581_b130_4c6b_a7][bookmark: _LINE__23_136840aa_505b_471c_9dae_d21812][bookmark: _LINE__24_a17bb451_2845_4e2f_a87d_f5b074][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3557c304_6793_405c_97][bookmark: _LINE__25_cb244e03_46db_4fbe_9de5_7e71db][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__226b77a0_e46e_431d_b5][bookmark: _LINE__26_6e4d4334_cca2_4cd0_aa3f_997f74][bookmark: _LINE__27_517ef898_92f0_439d_912a_20c4a9]If an alleged victim of sexual assault or strangulation has a forensic examination and has not reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency when the examination is complete, the licensed hospital or licensed health care practitioner that completed the forensic examination shall notify the nearest law enforcement agency.  That law enforcement agency shall transport the completed forensic examination kit, identified only by a tracking number assigned by the kit manufacturer, to its evidence storage facility.  If an alleged victim of sexual assault or strangulation has a forensic examination and has reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency when the examination is complete, or the alleged victim reports the alleged offense after the forensic examination kit has been transported to the nearest law enforcement agency, the law enforcement agency investigating the offense shall take possession of that kit.  The A law enforcement agency shall store the forensic examination kits involving sexual assault for 20 years and forensic examination kits involving only strangulation for 6 years, regardless of whether the alleged offense relating to the kit is reported to a law enforcement agency.  If during that storage period the alleged victim reports the offense to a law enforcement agency, the investigating agency shall take possession of the forensic examination kit.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2aac5207_3c85_4ff0_850][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0706f622_adaa_4d67_8d12_2761][bookmark: _PAR__6_e6b961bf_8500_4d0a_86cb_f583fb5b][bookmark: _LINE__28_531daf72_d23e_4f8d_b0a2_cdfe73][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__223cfcc5_071e_4769_850][bookmark: _LINE__29_1deb1f99_b728_4c35_ae0e_24a71d][bookmark: _LINE__30_0a9afa6f_bb37_4267_a0f1_d709ea][bookmark: _LINE__31_d53c71ac_d1fc_4dd1_b89b_663454][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b7ee3b17_f158_4469_bba][bookmark: _LINE__32_be5617e4_6f27_400a_af5b_7b0d73]In the case of a forensic examination performed under Title 24, section 2986, subsection 5, the law enforcement agency must immediately notify the district attorney for the district in which the hospital or health care practitioner is located that such a forensic examination has been performed and a forensic examination kit has been completed under Title 24, section 2986, subsection 5.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__65a961ef_8b3c][bookmark: _PAR__7_76996c8e_6fd0_4f97_bfc8_68cb1310][bookmark: _LINE__33_3e2a167c_b4cd_459d_81f8_f6bb85][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0f60600f_18fd_4ac3][bookmark: _LINE__34_2ee4a1e9_6ec1_4c61_8930_1ea24f][bookmark: _LINE__35_828f1597_2078_4f23_90b3_8c8e7d][bookmark: _LINE__36_5304d700_ffb4_4d56_9233_4423f3][bookmark: _LINE__37_5d063149_6ea1_4556_bfaa_a627b2]Sec. 4.  Sexual assault forensic examination kit inventory.  By June 1, 2026, all law enforcement agencies that receive, maintain, store or preserve forensic examination kits shall complete an inventory of all kits in their possession and shall report their findings to the Department of Public Safety.  At a minimum, reported findings to the department must include a breakdown by year by each agency of the number of:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3f96e213_b35e_4547_8e92_e4de1e5d][bookmark: _LINE__38_172437fb_5fdf_4de6_a5ae_dfb1b6][bookmark: _LINE__39_8b5b2277_1492_4ec3_bcb8_e666c7][bookmark: _LINE__40_c451610e_75e8_45ef_ac1d_c25e44][bookmark: _LINE__41_4ad3001e_8b60_48fe_ad37_5702ef]1. Completed kits received, including a breakdown of the number of completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has reported the alleged sexual assault to a law enforcement agency and the number of completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has not reported the alleged sexual assault to a law enforcement agency; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_352304e6_cdfe_416f_b223_1598e7c7][bookmark: _LINE__42_41d40e9f_276b_4daa_b88b_f79474][bookmark: _LINE__43_8f98cd32_34c6_4057_8adf_dd9c31][bookmark: _LINE__44_b23b104b_f9cb_44d0_9c74_8bc41d]2. Completed kits for which the alleged victim of sexual assault has reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency and the kit has not been analyzed by a crime laboratory; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_0cd98d6c_1fa8_4842_9d64_334962b][bookmark: _PAR__1_c857b2a9_f1d7_4c7d_87c9_67699391][bookmark: _LINE__1_9a959c4f_366b_4fe4_a961_ddbde85][bookmark: _LINE__2_836b5806_fb2a_4747_a9c3_c79e3ff]3. Completed kits that have been returned to the law enforcement agency after analysis by a crime laboratory. 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_900d32c7_e0d0_40b1_978a_6cc49647][bookmark: _LINE__3_d6ac72ee_141b_463e_bf74_0239db7][bookmark: _LINE__4_89f94200_09a5_4f2e_b3ea_6374390][bookmark: _LINE__5_20454378_7b21_4245_8e41_2d0b347][bookmark: _LINE__6_3d0a744f_601c_4446_9357_1f7630c]The department shall compile all agency findings and present a report of the inventory by January 1, 2027 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters.  At the same time, the department shall post the report on its publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__34a7121f_140a_46dc_95][bookmark: _PAR__3_8b4457ae_ac45_4e7a_a2f2_3e8e0a9c][bookmark: _LINE__7_c6c87065_412b_480f_aee5_72de289][bookmark: _LINE__8_cb7c705b_e312_4ee6_9c3b_86900d9]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__76758396_e1f9_4116_99d7_81c245][bookmark: _PAR__4_270a1ad6_6b7d_461f_86b2_f1827245][bookmark: _LINE__9_af70ca91_1fb6_4a07_a7d1_b8abcaa]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_34ae44a3_73cf_47fc_9c01_c7396401][bookmark: _LINE__10_26448906_5b49_45da_8421_35fb75][bookmark: _LINE__11_41852828_5dfa_47ac_a5cc_8a11d3][bookmark: _LINE__12_c424d86c_660d_43da_b89d_007b22][bookmark: _LINE__13_8957c203_f22b_4d94_82d5_6bc713][bookmark: _LINE__14_686cfb59_0c5e_49f8_9acf_bd4cec][bookmark: _LINE__15_d1d243c5_6381_4bb4_8ac7_588d83][bookmark: _LINE__16_a21a27ce_69b7_4d27_85a1_27b8cc][bookmark: _LINE__17_8d26b6ca_e540_4ab1_b9ff_93e956][bookmark: _LINE__18_62af39da_0e39_49ff_b5cb_38ff05][bookmark: _LINE__19_f05e6929_edf8_4159_9994_7a742b][bookmark: _LINE__20_640b006b_3491_41fa_ab66_d9ae76]This bill directs the Department of Public Safety to establish, operate and maintain a sexual assault forensic examination kit tracking system for all completed kits regardless of whether the alleged offense related to the kit was reported to a law enforcement agency.  The tracking system must be continuously accessible to approved users.  The department is required to submit a report by January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters and the Governor concerning information related to the status of sexual assault forensic examination kits reported in the tracking system.  The bill provides requirements for the tracking system and requires the department to adopt routine technical rules, including rules regarding participation in the tracking system, confidentiality and the operation of the tracking system. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_437e41b0_b06c_447c_a62a_9184aacb][bookmark: _LINE__21_f0381557_6fff_4fcd_82b4_aaa415][bookmark: _LINE__22_ece70d4a_9b61_41ab_9bd4_6ca7db][bookmark: _LINE__23_42b80059_cec7_46e6_be6e_f4d163][bookmark: _LINE__24_8bfc00d4_69ee_4871_af83_df1bc7][bookmark: _LINE__25_d2f7c4c4_f68f_4460_8183_99af51][bookmark: _LINE__26_dafe936b_088d_4cdf_8c7c_033237][bookmark: _LINE__27_8ccf5188_d4cd_45ba_ac59_0f7a4b]The bill directs that, by June 1, 2026, a law enforcement agency that receives, maintains, stores or preserves sexual assault forensic examination kits must complete an inventory of all kits in its possession and report its findings to the Department of Public Safety.  The department must compile all agency reports and present findings of the inventory by January 1, 2027 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters and at the same time post the report on the department's publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5b63f58d_5125_4c46_a581_cf182dfe][bookmark: _LINE__28_19548229_f916_49cc_a1ec_85d708][bookmark: _LINE__29_0c68c308_380e_476c_a9f2_351f31][bookmark: _LINE__30_864b33ee_004e_4e6c_bd85_2561f4][bookmark: _LINE__31_9206c4d2_58db_4399_aceb_3cce89][bookmark: _LINE__32_b475da70_a435_4e82_87db_f8507d]Public Law 2023, chapter 236 changed a provision in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25 to require law enforcement agencies to store sexual assault forensic examination kits for 20 years.  For consistency with that provision, this bill amends a provision in Title 24 to require law enforcement agencies to store sexual assault forensic examination kits for 20 years.
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