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An Act to Make Technical Changes to the Laws Governing the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
L.D. 
An Act to Make Technical Changes to the Laws Governing the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e5a7047f_a6d7_468c_a33][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__f6513cc3_f51d_4629_94ae_f7db1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__5e205e9e_7c4a_490a_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_a3dccebe_4563_4c93_a6be_92c6a77][bookmark: _PAR__1_8f9953ec_f893_4441_a745_688d576b][bookmark: _LINE__1_a3dd252f_dacf_4a71_806a_b8548fe]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f6578f1_d566_4b90_b2fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f52230a3_d17f_44e1_846a_982c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_67229ed5_c95c_44cb_93ae_62cf856][bookmark: _PAR__1_90cbfbeb_7d50_4343_b02f_30f25b29][bookmark: _LINE__1_a94bbe3e_d393_4c49_a89c_141712b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a5b74c3_97cb_48f1_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2ddd03d5_d3b4_4741_b99][bookmark: _LINE__2_7f401156_001a_45c6_a4f8_8b26e09][bookmark: _LINE__3_3eb221a0_4af1_4c62_b40c_66b4241][bookmark: _LINE__4_d908df23_960a_4825_b4e6_b2dfbc9][bookmark: _LINE__5_1c867d65_3978_4505_8b88_d85d128][bookmark: _LINE__6_eb4e2214_0e3a_47ad_8716_ea2ab30][bookmark: _LINE__7_09ad5e35_677f_4d0b_b4db_1ec82c6][bookmark: _LINE__8_019b8fae_8332_48ef_bf5e_8d22f9e]G.  Materials, including but not limited to handouts, recordings and other documents, produced, obtained or otherwise acquired by the commission in connection with providing or preparing to provide training and evaluation programs for attorneys who are or may seek to become assigned counsel, employed counsel, public defenders or contract counsel.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the commission may disseminate materials governed by this paragraph to the extent necessary to comply with its duties under this chapter without waiving the confidentiality of the materials.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_67f33e8d_29be_4de6_9f70_a467ea88][bookmark: _LINE__16_d50258d5_6201_42ff_949f_e40a27][bookmark: _LINE__17_2c71828d_89e0_4c4b_8614_4d5b13][bookmark: _LINE__18_bda508d0_30d3_4ebd_94f9_ee9d6a][bookmark: _LINE__19_bc9dc2b1_8d12_4c95_b3da_3ccd3c][bookmark: _LINE__20_96ae4925_54ff_49ae_abf9_bf2b2d][bookmark: _LINE__21_b157256b_c056_4ae9_b934_2ffa6f][bookmark: _LINE__22_3ad67d9c_173f_4015_a228_bfcc5a][bookmark: _LINE__23_a98e63fc_24aa_4258_9958_db6895][bookmark: _LINE__24_f4158423_07ef_4765_80cd_2025b2]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary to implement recommendations of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services.  The committee has not taken a position on the substance of this bill.  By reporting this bill out, the committee is not suggesting and does not intend to suggest that it agrees or disagrees with any aspect of this bill; instead, the committee is reporting the bill out for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to the committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course.  The committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d87278e7_aac7_4bd3_bbfc_fc04b089][bookmark: _LINE__25_c85ba0b5_d3fb_43a3_a18c_dd2dd9][bookmark: _LINE__26_5a0bb7bd_25f2_4883_bcf8_4e916a][bookmark: _LINE__27_bdae1dc0_2d7a_4cca_9609_a7e3dd][bookmark: _LINE__28_4b33a856_e0ae_4751_ad43_f42496][bookmark: _LINE__29_6b4face6_3c03_448c_acfc_509699][bookmark: _LINE__30_a93c2d29_5723_4678_86fa_5011ee][bookmark: _LINE__31_6fc9cad4_e735_4c08_8611_919b76][bookmark: _LINE__32_95ede9a5_8559_4fc3_878f_1399a3][bookmark: _LINE__33_6a1376c5_69b9_459d_a555_06065a][bookmark: _LINE__34_d4a817ce_bce1_4533_a25b_263062]The bill amends the definition of "indigent legal services" to include services that an attorney performs at the direction of the commission and makes technical amendments to the definitions of "employed counsel" and "public defender."  It also provides that training materials prepared or obtained by the commission in connection with providing or preparing to provide training and evaluation programs for attorneys who are or may seek to become assigned counsel, employed counsel, public defenders or contract counsel are confidential, even if those materials are disseminated, for example at a commission-offered training, in the furtherance of the commission's duties.  Finally, the bill provides that a court must, on request, disclose otherwise confidential records associated with child protection actions to the commission for purposes of assigning, evaluating or supervising counsel.
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