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An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services to Clarify the Types of Cases for Which the Commission Is Responsible for Providing Counsel
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ba968a61_a873_4963][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0a8282ac_9113_4c66_9782_e][bookmark: _PAR__4_0128485f_3110_4df6_b056_9cad0f9e][bookmark: _LINE__8_98e93460_5abe_4d3d_a2ea_c004548][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e84db6ad_0403_449f][bookmark: _LINE__9_dc94d1ee_9627_4144_bb3b_baef57e]Sec. 2.  4 MRSA §1802, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2021, c. 676, Pt. A, §3, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_0a64b327_9f05_4cfe_89b7_2ac35164][bookmark: _LINE__13_386cccec_8bf0_4f3a_a427_17da60][bookmark: _LINE__14_01da9652_51de_4a89_89b7_683557][bookmark: _LINE__15_2255c343_0c37_4336_bc35_cc0078][bookmark: _LINE__16_56d9b34b_73be_4490_ae5b_365edf][bookmark: _LINE__17_38c0b8fd_5c77_43f4_8f73_d887da][bookmark: _LINE__18_698da9da_f747_4eba_9f3b_1f1dfe][bookmark: _LINE__19_aa5967cf_c84e_42f9_b976_7d07ad][bookmark: _LINE__20_1bcae498_3ca1_4f58_b541_63bc07]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary to implement recommendations of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services. The committee has not taken a position on the substance of this bill.  By reporting this bill out, the committee is not suggesting and does not intend to suggest that it agrees or disagrees with any aspect of this bill. The committee is reporting the bill out for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to the committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course.  The committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_afe8a5a6_9418_4148_9550_d325eba2][bookmark: _LINE__21_0dccc727_2cce_42e5_8938_534698][bookmark: _LINE__22_dad9c5da_c279_421b_8918_705f22][bookmark: _LINE__23_8021af33_274d_4357_ba01_de01fa][bookmark: _LINE__24_741f993f_9968_4e86_9735_47a44b][bookmark: _LINE__25_8763c1d9_9d74_44ed_9b93_3d2333][bookmark: _LINE__26_3552e531_2ce7_4d1c_ae96_76b758]The bill clarifies that the court, not the commission, is responsible for providing counsel to a juvenile who files a petition for emancipation or for any party entitled to counsel at public expense in a proceeding under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.  It also clarifies that the court, not the commission, is responsible for providing the services of a guardian ad litem appointed at public expense in a proceeding under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.
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