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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__86e67174_46a9_4620_93e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d4bc4dc4_2bd6_4a7c_98bb_977][bookmark: _PAR__17_a0d35176_6fd3_472a_8e0f_2cfdd0e][bookmark: _LINE__26_e6fb5bd0_58ce_4f83_8367_94da05][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__daab36b7_3e00_40f6_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4894b8e0_ad2d_404c_891][bookmark: _LINE__27_ca57f89e_ab4e_477d_a27c_a97188][bookmark: _LINE__28_9750c964_2d9d_4384_8e90_7fb2db][bookmark: _LINE__29_df207a51_d221_4a38_9bbc_9c7e6d][bookmark: _LINE__30_e8e4e1e7_1ed4_4d9a_b55d_48fcc6][bookmark: _LINE__31_ae129d8c_0aa9_41ee_9eca_38b0ac][bookmark: _LINE__32_af2034c2_038c_438c_82d7_fb0bd5][bookmark: _LINE__33_f26194a1_4c6f_4349_8fd7_1fe83e][bookmark: _LINE__34_33e20c46_1ed7_4117_9e26_7f515b][bookmark: _LINE__35_b5408c99_fdf7_4aea_bae3_8a2155][bookmark: _LINE__36_f9a26755_c9f0_4eb9_a219_ca632d][bookmark: _LINE__37_72033af2_2faf_47c3_a24d_67c0da][bookmark: _LINE__38_acd0f8bb_fb7a_48bc_989c_0b71a2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__72cea57a_a95e_4c66_94d9_d19][bookmark: _PAGE__2_45ea93fc_c378_44c3_a09d_c424f29][bookmark: _PAR__1_567c3503_5ec7_438a_b378_510690ef][bookmark: _LINE__1_b8da15bc_8705_45c1_97cb_5ce8f79][bookmark: _LINE__2_a9c4fe9b_9e65_4245_b2f2_ec32711]1.  Fee established. The department shall charge every ambulance service provider a uniform ambulance service assessment fee. The fee must be assessed on each ambulance service provider's net operating revenue at a rate determined annually by the department. The rate must be calculated in a manner in which the assessment generates the state share necessary to fund the payments described in section 2150-O as long as the fee does not exceed the maximum limit allowable under 42 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 433.68(f). The department shall establish each ambulance service provider's fee using the most recent data available as determined by the department in consultation with a statewide organization representing ambulance service providers and shall update each ambulance service provider's fee amount on a periodic basis, but at least annually. All emergency ambulance services, regardless of payer, are subject to the fee, including, but not limited to, emergency ambulance services provided by ambulance service providers under fee-for-service and managed care arrangements. An ambulance service provider's liability for the fee must, in the case of a transfer of ownership, be assumed by the successor in interest to the ambulance service provider. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bde35b7b_7ab2_493e_bcdc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5f175613_51bd_4652_826f_8aa][bookmark: _PAR__5_4bc1ef93_30f8_49f8_a6e1_9c07d5e0][bookmark: _LINE__11_8a9a86cf_1a34_40dc_88c4_720ec8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ee0e395c_105b_4ccb_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__db15502c_9c83_4801_841][bookmark: _LINE__12_1b926ecb_82e7_4709_89ac_89a53f]1.  Fund created. The ambulance fee fund is established as a separate nonlapsing fund within the department. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10806483_d0ef_4f53_b470][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f50b513e_5f22_4ebb_a298_89d][bookmark: _PAR__12_c7bd354a_31a0_47cb_a40c_9d5ce78][bookmark: _LINE__29_737c3e1b_889f_4327_8eb3_fcc494][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fa5adb5a_41c8_4dac_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__48ad9755_7a04_4107_bd8][bookmark: _LINE__30_b6ce8a50_253f_45ef_8f9c_de2729][bookmark: _LINE__31_bc027e20_e12c_4176_891b_72163a][bookmark: _LINE__32_7edbcafc_e919_44c9_8d89_f6c673][bookmark: _LINE__33_38918486_93d3_4b21_8cd6_108aed][bookmark: _LINE__34_5ec65e79_3ae3_4f11_9b16_21b8da][bookmark: _LINE__35_3936ea29_0496_4270_8937_d896ed][bookmark: _LINE__36_b255a9d6_5cbb_49c9_a1c8_c86969][bookmark: _LINE__37_67216870_d566_4415_b1d3_5b64da][bookmark: _LINE__38_7dff445b_25f3_49e8_a5ab_bdb63a]4.  Use of funds. Amounts in the fund must be expended exclusively for reimbursing ambulance service providers under the MaineCare program and must be used to supplement, not supplant, General Fund appropriations to support emergency ambulance service reimbursements as of October 1, 2023. Amounts in the fund may not be used to replace payment commitments between the ambulance service providers and the State. The reimbursement amounts established and distributed under the MaineCare program under this section must increase the total reimbursement amount for emergency ambulance services up to the average commercial rate to the extent permitted by the amount of funds generated from the fee. Reimbursement payments must be made to ambulance service providers at least on a quarterly basis. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f653c49_104d_4fb4_aa9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__73d4a4af_cd5f_4772_ba9a_0817][bookmark: _PAR__5_475ef375_bb35_4217_bdc8_19fdc83e][bookmark: _LINE__8_d975dd59_2661_46af_98d0_176aabd][bookmark: _LINE__9_2ac9f09b_6d5e_43f7_ba3b_f04e33c][bookmark: _LINE__10_3b698259_eb1c_47e0_a4f5_ccca1e][bookmark: _LINE__11_8c52c0d7_4aa8_409b_848f_6508a9]The department shall implement voluntary programs to increase funding to governmental ambulance service providers, including, but not limited to, intragovernmental transfer or certified public expenditure programs, to the extent allowed under Section 1903(w)(6) of the United States Social Security Act.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d959701f_1a7f_473d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3e0ad7da_e700_462d_adb9_a][bookmark: _PAR__6_d4942614_b539_497a_a1e6_98959660][bookmark: _LINE__12_4b4b3699_090a_456d_982a_979510][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__797bbe85_1052_4c21][bookmark: _LINE__13_673c8424_6ec1_449e_a4a5_ce4434]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §3174-JJ, as amended by PL 2019, c. 530, Pt. B, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__577db2cd_6c3c_414f_af2f_6634][bookmark: _PAR__7_2ca1458a_231a_48f2_a8c0_432b4f77][bookmark: _LINE__14_4d0a4a1c_ac38_48b0_86e8_4abeb6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__36beb2bc_2026_4b11_869c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6d78d3e8_931b_42a2_98]§3174-JJ.  MaineCare reimbursement for ambulance services
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef2c319f_e9ab_4927_974][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__44328913_1394_458f_bcc3_4f2c][bookmark: _PAR__8_9232dcb1_3931_42e6_90b3_f2a6f751][bookmark: _LINE__15_e84d09e6_163a_4b02_8432_2433ac][bookmark: _LINE__16_8013b986_8913_4465_87bc_b8052a][bookmark: _LINE__17_8c07a66d_9680_4153_8b6f_8cfffc][bookmark: _LINE__18_56ac0ac1_209a_40b1_8ec4_b7aa63][bookmark: _LINE__19_128237cc_cd8f_4fd1_a462_6e0e0c][bookmark: _LINE__20_0374db6e_189b_46af_ba1d_b272c2][bookmark: _LINE__21_eaf12000_2d12_4eed_98a5_979254][bookmark: _LINE__22_c88506f8_6305_49e5_9b96_a70351][bookmark: _LINE__23_c241ae27_69be_4892_be16_b4f213][bookmark: _LINE__24_ba4b11ba_9021_4f7b_a6e7_6ac597][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c95ecb83_e198_4c42_9f][bookmark: _LINE__25_57f228e9_fac0_4774_b995_9b9078]The department shall reimburse for ambulance services under MaineCare at a level that is not less than the average allowable reimbursement rate under Medicare for such services or at the highest percent of that level that is possible within resources appropriated for those purposes.  Beginning March 1, 2015, the department shall reimburse for ambulance services under MaineCare at a level that is not less than 65% of the average allowable reimbursement rate under Medicare for such services.  Beginning January 1, 2020, the department shall reimburse for ambulance services under MaineCare at a level that is not less than the average allowable reimbursement rate under Medicare for such services and shall reimburse for neonatal transport services under MaineCare at the average rate for critical care transport services under Medicare.  Beginning January 1, 2024, the department shall reimburse for:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ed1464f_2901_48f9_9c1c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5dacab9d_2b14_42e8_b9b7_de3][bookmark: _PAR__9_1d92271d_8639_4265_9179_19f6c1c9][bookmark: _LINE__26_bc3cc5c8_d3ae_41f9_ada1_b28b36][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6c637b30_30c0_454a_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__254c2431_d9b3_4629_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5caadd62_ec68_44e8_81c][bookmark: _LINE__27_bcfe3ba2_10ab_4380_8c11_b9e7e5]1.  Ambulance services.  Ambulance services under MaineCare at a level that is not less than 200% of the allowable reimbursement rate under Medicare for such services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d14f72d0_d758_4651_8b98][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6891390a_3d15_4bad_b4cc_21d][bookmark: _PAR__10_ec4f7a47_9604_4062_a7b8_79d20f5][bookmark: _LINE__28_7d4d7f72_b605_40fe_a492_d8f06a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ac892d5b_8d6c_467e_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aa091721_2e12_4181_9c5][bookmark: _LINE__29_9d43aa37_e85d_49b7_b7b3_137fa6][bookmark: _LINE__30_9cc1096a_fc79_4885_aba4_7df720]2.  Neonatal transport.  Neonatal transport services under MaineCare at the average rate for critical care transport services under Medicare, including any adjustments allowed by Medicare for ambulance services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__952d9f80_d572_4372_b4be][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__92037161_1403_4689_8d6f_fd4][bookmark: _PAR__11_b6be763a_7a62_44e5_91e2_cfbf21f][bookmark: _LINE__31_7d626c21_d13e_49e5_8b9a_c161aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b64a50ee_ba93_469b_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6b0cda5_662f_44ed_94e][bookmark: _LINE__32_6160db77_b2ea_4096_a582_1a7dc1][bookmark: _LINE__33_d981c5f0_58e8_471f_a46e_f3903a][bookmark: _LINE__34_90c30fbb_2c84_410d_b53d_d0efa4]3.  No-transport calls.  Ambulance service no-transport calls when patient contact was initiated and assessment or treatment was performed at either the basic life support emergency Medicare base rate or advanced life support emergency Medicare base rate, as appropriate; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__893a9c05_eafa_47ae_b571][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8950f667_2c88_42ad_88f7_a72][bookmark: _PAR__12_ac56c955_bca3_41e8_a102_ecaa991][bookmark: _LINE__35_ac408b9e_e190_4297_8dca_fe1d90][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9f2269f4_4477_4bf3_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9dff99e8_8a27_4de6_a41][bookmark: _LINE__36_1e0e49d4_2665_4472_a11e_c5e063][bookmark: _LINE__37_78d211f9_f051_4437_ac89_f72aca][bookmark: _LINE__38_8305aebb_2a06_4c88_9db7_bd48eb]4.  Community paramedicine.  Community paramedicine visits conducted by licensed providers at a rate that is not less than 100% of the average allowable basic life support nonemergency Medicare base rate.  As used in this subsection, "community paramedicine" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 84, subsection 4.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6c7556ee_b17f][bookmark: _PAR__13_0dafd576_da8e_4387_8a43_edf9dbc][bookmark: _LINE__39_b6f55fe1_a19f_4968_a7e0_e80100][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__55a83137_bde1_48fa][bookmark: _LINE__40_cd499f58_2893_4a04_a746_7bf9db][bookmark: _LINE__41_51cf2373_00a5_49f4_8af7_4ca662][bookmark: _LINE__42_e915d72e_2145_438b_b422_21ae80][bookmark: _LINE__43_2a716e46_69d2_4fe4_828c_33eb75]Sec. 3.  Federal Medicaid waivers or state plan amendments.  No later than 6 months after the effective date of this Act, the Department of Health and Human Services shall submit to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services any waivers or state plan amendments determined necessary in order to accomplish the purposes of this Act. 
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__c69129fd_0133_4541_8d75_ac6cf5][bookmark: _PAGE__4_f8cf2996_8171_4f84_b4b4_f5a4ef2][bookmark: _PAR__1_8fe6d428_2230_49cc_a23c_89d59883][bookmark: _LINE__1_12727327_a2eb_4840_b368_a6daf28]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_2074b6a8_0dcd_4793_89fa_6537c6ba][bookmark: _LINE__2_e12a322f_1933_40a5_927a_9c674f8][bookmark: _LINE__3_cc448dff_df91_4e21_9609_20415e8][bookmark: _LINE__4_c85ebda1_dee3_4b3b_9ccd_35a178b][bookmark: _LINE__5_e9a1d9d0_0069_4603_b1db_47f2a7f][bookmark: _LINE__6_a88893cc_023c_4cf9_a152_7e81412]This bill establishes an ambulance service assessment fee on ambulance service providers in order to maximize federal funding for reimbursement to ambulance service providers under the MaineCare program.  It also increases the reimbursement rates under the MaineCare program for ambulance services, neonatal transport, no-transport calls and community paramedicine.
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