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L.D. 
An Act to Improve Management and Reduce the Volume of Solid Waste
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__17c8b557_77eb_4675_bd5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fb35b3d5_d1b0_418c_a190_aa2d][bookmark: _PAR__13_452f6d9e_28bf_4e7e_b85a_60d729d][bookmark: _LINE__39_ecfefcf5_dd8a_40aa_857b_ce317c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69823214_c28f_4701_b1a]D.  Promote municipal and regional waste management solutions; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__645854bf_6927_43a7_a09][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d175f5b9_9820_4cd0_b4d6_6718][bookmark: _PAR__2_d89c4314_65b0_48e3_93e3_fcddd966][bookmark: _LINE__4_aa9bd37e_8b73_4f7a_a301_0a75894][bookmark: _LINE__5_28132f3f_19dc_45d4_9d27_aff8967][bookmark: _LINE__6_8e4f961b_ef0d_4e75_865b_e8aff37][bookmark: _LINE__7_12b4652a_36e7_4ff2_a714_dc0ba41][bookmark: _LINE__8_b0fd136b_d6ce_4b6b_862c_d79fac6][bookmark: _LINE__9_bcb505a5_ced2_4c65_a55b_131288f]On or before January 15, 2027 and biennially thereafter, the department shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources matters setting forth the findings and recommendations of the task force under this subsection.  After reviewing the report, the committee may report out related legislation.  The report required by this subsection may be included in the report required by section 2124-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c215c95a_edcb_48ed_b7fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__458d1285_591b_43a1_83a0_1c7][bookmark: _PAGE__3_48525707_d9db_4bae_9886_f672302][bookmark: _PAR__1_95604983_51f2_4e95_b148_456398ee][bookmark: _LINE__1_7efeadc0_339a_4106_9390_bbf4348][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c3c9ea4c_9fd0_4d30_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bb9984e_2d98_453d_bcc][bookmark: _LINE__2_ca39dad9_ae50_4c09_aa85_8344a6d][bookmark: _LINE__3_ee6e9572_84d1_4649_9b42_d21d450][bookmark: _LINE__4_c81a4f90_073b_4e72_934f_4b5fddd][bookmark: _LINE__5_44bfac9c_ce14_410c_9aec_81ec641][bookmark: _LINE__6_cc55ccf1_873f_4be1_acb1_9c00aec][bookmark: _LINE__7_b8821285_32f8_4092_892b_1c7d130][bookmark: _LINE__8_5864f229_65a4_4eb6_a46b_0514252][bookmark: _LINE__9_3e231557_eab5_496e_a688_1e9503c][bookmark: _LINE__10_9eee2330_2fb2_4e74_b997_c5578c][bookmark: _LINE__11_353e0101_13cc_44c0_901b_ff7361][bookmark: _LINE__12_d4b7f260_3ee4_45e3_a448_63d5a6][bookmark: _LINE__13_493a5208_50cf_4c62_a56b_5bddfc][bookmark: _LINE__14_90b84bf3_6546_4e8a_91d4_c1ee01][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b2dda0cd_805d_4554_81][bookmark: _LINE__15_78ac4386_70f2_4926_87cb_f502fb][bookmark: _LINE__16_86603e42_ffef_4dc2_a23c_0c1666][bookmark: _LINE__17_09af7e83_c3f0_4510_8e58_3ae986][bookmark: _LINE__18_ee73c5d1_32fc_4d87_b2cb_e30c15][bookmark: _LINE__19_1409ecd0_4d4c_4d4f_9909_6fccdd]4.  Eligibility criteria.  The department may disburse grants under the program to any public or private entity demonstrating that a proposed program, project, initiative or activity is, in the department's determination, likely to increase the diversion of solid waste from disposal within a particular community, municipality or region or the State, including, but not limited to, municipal or regional composting, organics recovery or recycling programs, including the establishment of such programs or the purchase of infrastructure, equipment or other items necessary to implement such programs or improve existing programs; programs designed to provide equipment for or otherwise support residential composting and recycling; programs or business models designed to collect, transport for processing or process organic or recyclable materials; pilot programs designed to evaluate the feasibility of targeted composting, organics recovery, recycling or other waste management programs or initiatives; and initiatives or programs designed to educate certain categories of individuals or the general public about composting, organics recovery or recycling or to otherwise improve individual or community waste management practices.  Grants disbursed by the department under the program to public and regional entities may cover necessary costs incidental to or associated with the implementation of a proposed program, project, initiative or activity, including, but not limited to, the hiring of or contracting with consultants or specialists, the conducting of feasibility studies and the promotion of collaborative regional efforts.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_384a0ab8_cc5a_470f_bba4_4f96a9aa][bookmark: _LINE__25_8c7230a6_a6a3_4fe4_9fa1_d9e72c]1. Funding of studies to evaluate current waste disposal processes and associated costs;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_40781a9a_ddab_4628_b493_2f6863b1][bookmark: _LINE__26_f4e5efc7_1853_4494_b291_aa4d32]2. Developing and testing incentives to reduce waste management volumes; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_24ac6901_516a_4260_ae19_3f2378ed][bookmark: _LINE__27_ab102f28_0a79_45b8_8a27_8039be][bookmark: _LINE__28_91af8e15_dc09_430e_9bc8_24e11f]3. Assessing the feasibility and cost savings associated with contracting for waste collection and transportation services across a region.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_98dceb86_18bf_4da1_9447_9381f7da][bookmark: _LINE__29_23e86590_ebfc_40ce_9482_100ce3][bookmark: _LINE__30_45280049_ea82_49c0_b2d4_887232][bookmark: _LINE__31_5da1a2c8_064a_4478_9c31_7e4abb][bookmark: _LINE__32_fd62f944_8a55_4296_8a93_deb56a][bookmark: _LINE__33_c7c59f7c_b9c9_40dc_b027_bc1f43]On or before January 15, 2027, the department shall submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources matters a report outlining the results of the pilot program under this section and including any recommendations for legislative action.  After reviewing the report, the committee may report out related legislation to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ea524b5d_e8a7_4ed1_a855_d01659][bookmark: _PAR__7_c43fd13c_0a52_4096_af93_6d1ce0ae][bookmark: _LINE__34_c729443f_8d0a_4cc3_b6b1_3851d4]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b58448a2_1b51_4959_b243_66a1b32c][bookmark: _LINE__35_a6f00ea9_88ce_41c8_bf94_69d14d][bookmark: _LINE__36_c47b0b7f_a2b8_4c23_96a9_1faac7]This bill implements the following measures concerning the management and regulation of waste in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c71fbbdf_8e3d_4a4c_8fa2_f9ad156c][bookmark: _LINE__37_bf357c65_3834_4560_963c_931a20][bookmark: _LINE__38_2b14981b_f9a9_4012_bd88_0c3f2d][bookmark: _LINE__39_1d06f66b_3fc3_45f2_a166_928d65][bookmark: _LINE__40_a7878e16_73ef_4d2a_b0ba_39a543]1.  It clarifies the authority of the Department of Environmental Protection to manage waste within the State, as directed by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the Director of the Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management within the department identified in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 938, subsection 1-A, paragraph G.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f640391a_41ec_4f3b_81a0_f505206][bookmark: _LINE__41_44d9dca6_86c6_46f6_87fe_1d7625][bookmark: _LINE__42_9809f580_d691_4cd8_8aa9_01c7b0][bookmark: _LINE__43_d677f500_1ed1_493c_871f_ec5f0d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f5628722_e042_4bfd_837c_1b2][bookmark: _PAGE__4_658540dc_7be1_48e6_8048_5d67d59][bookmark: _PAR__1_6b888b0e_1a6d_44ef_8205_8b5cb4dc][bookmark: _LINE__1_c629e0ec_9d47_4d33_b554_6805e5d][bookmark: _LINE__2_823390b1_0941_4b76_90d4_3513637][bookmark: _LINE__3_536a4c35_42e2_4916_9b00_09d6e3c][bookmark: _LINE__4_1b91d3d2_c2b6_4095_a661_2ffc911]2.  It directs the commissioner to convene a task force consisting of department staff and other stakeholders to develop recommendations to improve solid waste management practices, reduce solid waste volumes and associated costs and reduce the environmental impacts of the waste management industry.  The department is required to submit a report by January 15, 2027, and biennially thereafter, regarding the task force's findings and recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources matters, which may report out related legislation.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_c61395af_5130_4666_81ce_da140be6][bookmark: _LINE__5_a242cf24_e33e_48d0_9569_e2a0579][bookmark: _LINE__6_8dc3db49_c261_4365_9457_3940616][bookmark: _LINE__7_2e10d0a1_08d6_4288_94ad_46cddf0][bookmark: _LINE__8_b732551c_e3b0_4a03_b3b6_7a1a646][bookmark: _LINE__9_709c002f_4d80_42b7_aeaf_efbd441]3.  It requires that, beginning January 1, 2026, an applicant for a new or amended waste facility license must submit with its license application a description of the methods by which the applicant will collaborate with communities surrounding the facility in, and solicit and accept community input regarding, the development and operation of the facility and conduct comprehensive reviews of any such input.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_62ccfc9e_a46e_4e7e_9f51_f024ed09][bookmark: _LINE__10_a66ffeb4_13ab_45ca_9962_4eac15][bookmark: _LINE__11_1daee21f_3bb5_49d4_b1dd_e735d4][bookmark: _LINE__12_464a5c69_c268_4bd2_b2be_f3073c][bookmark: _LINE__13_4b258886_9f7a_43a1_8e8c_a6e30d][bookmark: _LINE__14_a152489e_e93a_4860_b6f8_270d75][bookmark: _LINE__15_552002f1_444d_49c0_94df_7741b1]4.  It requires a waste facility licensee to annually report to the department information regarding the origin, volume and disposition of waste materials managed by the licensee and any other information required by the department.  The licensee may report aggregated information in a manner that does not require the submission of individual customer information or contractual information, and the department is required to make all such reported information available on its publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ecdc7350_2ba1_4dba_993c_d9da4626][bookmark: _LINE__16_0d0cd24c_7bb5_4b39_93dd_96ad8d][bookmark: _LINE__17_20c00d5a_e6d8_4f92_aa3a_205195][bookmark: _LINE__18_6a227922_a158_4d63_a90f_4e3193][bookmark: _LINE__19_8ba6c68f_b04c_4935_9c65_56742d][bookmark: _LINE__20_71767de4_1121_4fc5_aaa6_589185][bookmark: _LINE__21_63aac6cc_5c29_490f_b474_1cfdaa]5.  It amends eligibility criteria for grants under the Maine Solid Waste Diversion Grant Program established in Title 38, section 2201-B to authorize disbursement of grants to public and regional entities to cover necessary costs incidental to or associated with the implementation of a proposed program, project, initiative or activity, including, but not limited to, the hiring of or contracting with consultants or specialists, the conducting of feasibility studies and the promotion of collaborative regional efforts.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5e3d1a45_00a9_43dd_a846_bca53fc1][bookmark: _LINE__22_cd10cc57_1b5a_4d38_9fd3_d777d1][bookmark: _LINE__23_3878ab0b_fcaa_4e4d_8b55_2d3c19][bookmark: _LINE__24_d55a81ad_ceb5_49fe_93f7_654c24][bookmark: _LINE__25_a8795b96_6ff3_4554_a1a9_7adb48][bookmark: _LINE__26_90bb89a3_ca2a_48c2_9b63_ec5179][bookmark: _LINE__27_2193a323_8cd8_4ab1_acec_a235fe][bookmark: _LINE__28_1390e392_d164_474d_bd08_6f33dd][bookmark: _LINE__29_c291ca7d_736d_4532_9e90_14d931][bookmark: _LINE__30_74d89d37_f702_444a_8869_e5a80a][bookmark: _LINE__31_d5f50a7f_084a_4d00_9f06_099b01]6.  It requires the department to develop and implement a pilot program designed to evaluate innovative solid waste management solutions, which may include, but is not limited to:  funding of studies to evaluate current waste disposal processes and associated costs; developing and testing incentives to reduce waste management volumes; and assessing the feasibility and cost savings associated with contracting for waste collection and transportation services across a region.  On or before January 15, 2027, the department is required to submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources matters a report outlining the results of the pilot program and including any recommendations for legislative action.  After reviewing the report, the committee may report out related legislation.
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