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An Act to Enact the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a465d0b2_85f8_453b_9d][bookmark: _PAR__4_38c5b2e5_9863_4597_ba2f_2237771a][bookmark: _LINE__4_3e1445af_a6a9_4c0d_863e_08650cf]BENEFICIAL ELECTRIFICATION POLICY ACT
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a57df35c_3343_4b22_a257_f1b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__334c1976_99bf_4310_9e4][bookmark: _PAR__8_c0ada4a9_96cb_419e_ab81_c08f4d5f][bookmark: _LINE__8_36898b08_0e7d_4a22_ae27_0377678][bookmark: _LINE__9_19f0e300_a666_49b6_9ea2_317718b][bookmark: _LINE__10_31f12d70_89f9_4ee6_9651_b0fede][bookmark: _LINE__11_ef217778_c91b_4870_b053_4e5d33][bookmark: _LINE__12_c1645bcf_74b1_44ce_9a61_7e9475][bookmark: _LINE__13_f9d86e8e_e06d_4ca9_9739_ce3fbd][bookmark: _LINE__14_e5157e18_1b60_40b7_925b_1251ed][bookmark: _LINE__15_02894842_216e_4fe9_a8fc_e64455][bookmark: _LINE__16_3426ae69_7214_4d7c_a0e5_81ff99]The policy of beneficial electrification is the use or adoption of technologies and processes to power consumer end uses with electricity in a manner that will lower overall energy costs for consumers and lower emission of greenhouse gases and other pollutants, without negatively impacting grid reliability, as determined by the commission. If a policy or decision has the effect of increasing electricity rates over the life of measures enacted by the policy or decision that would otherwise be considered beneficial electrification, that policy or decision is presumed to be not consistent with the policy of beneficial electrification unless the commission determines that the policy or decision is necessary and prudent with respect to the beneficial electrification and the State's economy.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d028ced5_9fb7_4b4c_94d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6f56a0c1_f9c5_43df_8665_097][bookmark: _PAR__12_a38f35ac_175d_436a_a03b_a49adf2][bookmark: _LINE__22_a264df60_d98c_4935_8989_f88b91][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0dae851e_3e78_488f_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6244a4c9_8bbd_48cd_ad2][bookmark: _LINE__23_fc601991_e027_4bf8_9ad7_fdda4f][bookmark: _LINE__24_ca0445e5_db15_4d39_9794_7079ea][bookmark: _LINE__25_9fd2febc_f726_44d3_a139_659461][bookmark: _LINE__26_736946f5_137b_4533_9c38_c4b503][bookmark: _LINE__27_c187e9c0_1e74_4987_8aee_a52561][bookmark: _LINE__28_516cf078_e8a4_426e_9414_41282b][bookmark: _LINE__29_27f939f4_1288_445d_8082_d4b5ae][bookmark: _LINE__30_90f0b80e_1fb1_46e0_9aa3_f167d1][bookmark: _LINE__31_d7d1f746_a765_4877_a13a_a50c6d][bookmark: _LINE__32_ce90619e_70ef_46c0_9f4c_137fe4][bookmark: _LINE__33_1f7d5170_88a7_490c_a0e4_6ee120][bookmark: _LINE__34_7ca8f81e_1eae_47b7_81f6_1c012c][bookmark: _LINE__35_2dd96198_a065_4b96_8495_c92a0b]2.  Beneficial electrification.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the commission shall develop and implement a multi-year plan to promote beneficial electrification.  The plan may include phasing in procurement of renewable generation of energy to accommodate growth in the electric load.  The Efficiency Maine Trust shall develop a 3-year beneficial electrification plan as part of the trust's triennial plan or a standalone plan to facilitate the implementation of the policy of beneficial electrification.  The commission shall incorporate the trust's plan into the multi-year plan.  The commission may use money from any source to implement the plan established under this subsection.  The commission shall propose and approve surcharges on energy production, distribution or consumption that the commission determines are necessary for the cost-effective implementation of beneficial electrification consistent with the plans.  The commission may transfer money or order money to be paid directly to the trust or other state agencies to implement the plans and shall require annual reporting of money requests, transfers and expenditures.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__32d2b174_2765_4509_a05e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__87ea15d3_651d_4ad4_aac0_0e7][bookmark: _PAR__3_3f346714_2ce8_47e2_9500_f65cdbba][bookmark: _LINE__4_030328e4_2264_4067_ad4d_c58a812][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4b1e3811_a66d_4e9e_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__00aa7e54_4c37_4f81_9c4][bookmark: _LINE__5_f4384201_3e95_440c_9b4e_ec557e6][bookmark: _LINE__6_37b8ee1b_80a7_45ca_a8e1_9ce0d5d][bookmark: _LINE__7_cb2e8cd1_82a6_4632_920b_fe57017][bookmark: _LINE__8_beae147a_f2d4_4ed4_9f46_b14b879][bookmark: _LINE__9_97f014ad_4426_41ea_9871_f201747][bookmark: _LINE__10_602ed6ca_bc8c_405e_a3b8_f6b9ae][bookmark: _LINE__11_81af3205_a964_4ada_b2ad_de9362]4.  Coordination between agencies.  Within existing programs and resources, the Small Enterprise Growth Program, as established in Title 10, chapter 13; the Maine Technology Institute, as established in Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 33-D; the Maine Rural Development Authority, as established in Title 5, section 12004-F, subsection 18; the Finance Authority of Maine, as established in Title 10, chapter 110; and the Department of Economic and Community Development shall coordinate with the commission and the Efficiency Maine Trust to seek opportunities to promote investment in the adoption and development of beneficial electrification.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9001296_9a94_4112_a2e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f0dbb511_a71a_43c4_a4c6_904][bookmark: _PAR__4_7cc4b3be_84c1_4417_bc14_9a437446][bookmark: _LINE__12_f0fa8dba_6f4d_40cf_802c_fea1fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e297d898_e394_49bd_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c802d02b_0d08_4941_8e8][bookmark: _LINE__13_81b7b54e_008a_4c0e_aeb0_26b2e2][bookmark: _LINE__14_2d406f53_f658_4b07_bba3_13b160][bookmark: _LINE__15_6bfc9aae_7abd_45d3_b741_32e93a][bookmark: _LINE__16_98ea7cc5_d965_4e62_8d64_a9d896][bookmark: _LINE__17_1c08365c_340f_469f_931d_020bcb][bookmark: _LINE__18_0356ea3c_e6f9_4d61_93ec_453309][bookmark: _LINE__19_ddc49e25_7f8d_46fe_9c05_d7c265][bookmark: _LINE__20_a1eef8cd_7950_4a23_a55d_8b6998][bookmark: _LINE__21_8abf52c6_b41d_4cbc_be98_3c4c7d]5.  Supplier consolidated billing.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the commission shall adopt rules that require the standard-offer service providers under section 3212 and competitive electricity providers to offer and allow residential electricity consumers to elect supplier consolidated billing for retail electricity service. The commission shall adopt rules to encourage providers to provide electricity supply options to allow consumers choice in time of use rates for electricity supply and otherwise personalize consumer energy consumption. For purposes of this subsection, "supplier consolidated billing" means a practice through which a competitive electricity provider calculates and issues bills for transmission and distribution service and electric supply upon request of a consumer and with the agreement of the competitive electricity provider.  
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5b56cdcd_42db_419b_92fb_31e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6995d43a_614d_4053_ba3][bookmark: _PAR__6_7c5872cd_824d_4934_ac2e_36e4e303][bookmark: _LINE__23_3991cc0b_6853_4976_b3c7_c9090a][bookmark: _LINE__24_1d18a245_1868_47cf_94f0_b5ad95][bookmark: _LINE__25_23a6fac3_5c22_462c_878e_511bcc][bookmark: _LINE__26_bd7ca6e5_d254_4a97_8a32_e97723][bookmark: _LINE__27_a772e90c_3a35_4e1e_8509_7ce568][bookmark: _LINE__28_96ceb14d_7bcd_42fa_8065_939abb][bookmark: _LINE__29_70d02929_28f7_4c81_9e29_074ec3][bookmark: _LINE__30_25cc08f6_5fc3_418f_aaec_e59c12][bookmark: _LINE__31_16f27a62_69b4_4d97_83b4_0e8f3e][bookmark: _LINE__32_7967de76_e1d9_4902_8111_9aed12]Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the commission shall pursue cost-effective developments, policies and programs that implement the policy of beneficial electrification to meaningfully contribute to reducing the State's dependence on imported energy sources, provide economic and climate benefits for all ratepayers regardless of income level, adapt the procurement of energy generation consistent with the policy of beneficial electrification and implement consumer financing systems that support greater consumer choice for beneficial electrification applications while ensuring consumer protections and empowering energy consumers.  To the extent practicable, the commission shall balance the acquisition of renewable electricity with the reasonably expected increased use of renewable electricity by retail electricity consumers.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0af65ecc_214a_4c31_a9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__41d88fb9_731f_48ac_8d98_bb99][bookmark: _PAR__10_678af42f_18b8_485e_8a38_909d1fa][bookmark: _LINE__38_b0692444_08ba_4457_8490_e7cec1][bookmark: _LINE__39_a9232409_c86d_4e87_808b_4339e6]The commission shall adopt rules to implement this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a82b38c2_188b_46d4_b9e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1450b9cf_04f7_4c5e_94ba_4e5][bookmark: _PAR__6_3f5ac114_4af7_432a_85fa_8a09f157][bookmark: _LINE__11_01aff68c_09da_42b7_9f40_1ab1b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__77bc38f1_2e30_4a96_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ac6fa1d_b751_4c4b_bda][bookmark: _LINE__12_182a1605_ca36_4b40_95f2_58eb3c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0920d86b_b422_4a82_9b][bookmark: _LINE__13_c8f5c5ae_1805_4e7b_9dd6_f68bf7][bookmark: _LINE__14_cc1b78d7_4c31_49b5_9f3d_0fced0]11.  Other duties.  The trust shall do all things necessary or convenient to carry out the lawful purposes of the trust.  The trust shall perform any action assigned to the trust by the commission to implement the policy of beneficial electrification described by chapter 38.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__12baf194_7481][bookmark: _PAR__7_65211faf_e6b5_496c_a9a1_e4915776][bookmark: _LINE__15_4928e9dc_a37c_4316_83b0_407ff7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__64b2cf2a_7aa0_4193][bookmark: _LINE__16_f074789f_15fe_447c_b42f_75dc3d][bookmark: _LINE__17_0b10a9a5_4a3d_486e_abdf_7c5e48][bookmark: _LINE__18_612b2125_40d5_444a_8178_e8432a][bookmark: _LINE__19_dd96804b_5bf2_40cd_9620_52daff][bookmark: _LINE__20_8e842c57_5416_41ea_835a_c8eeb1][bookmark: _LINE__21_4e18bfee_5a95_4693_b48c_ca3b84][bookmark: _LINE__22_980706af_09b8_43e2_abd9_1a8a0b][bookmark: _LINE__23_e6c2be19_0a77_46ba_9439_208625][bookmark: _LINE__24_647f10a3_0183_49ef_98b9_8574ba]Sec. 6.  Study; report required.  The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct a study on how to most cost-effectively provide consumer financing of beneficial electrification products, including items for energy efficiency, home or business energy storage, electric vehicle charging equipment and other distributed energy products through the Efficiency Maine Trust or through on-bill financing by standard-offer service providers or competitive electricity providers.  No later than December 6, 2023, the Public Utilities Commission shall submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology a report on implementing supplier consolidated billing to support beneficial electrification as required by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3803, subsection 5 and the study on consumer financing required by this section.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__98a7ac48_2f97_4abb_9436_c0e646][bookmark: _PAR__8_a2e4c92c_6e7c_4c4c_9fdb_490de122][bookmark: _LINE__25_b7a91902_2e78_489e_b645_01f517]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ac50cabe_28e2_4b01_b95b_bf932168][bookmark: _LINE__26_22db3d3e_27a7_40fd_ad68_903da4][bookmark: _LINE__27_6ac0c96f_2629_43e2_9b12_7698e8][bookmark: _LINE__28_885e4bc1_5517_47aa_9259_3481a6][bookmark: _LINE__29_fe1177a3_2460_43cc_a6a3_09b64d][bookmark: _LINE__30_fd2b6f22_b534_48e2_a590_9c88f1][bookmark: _LINE__31_b3a4f2d3_a046_4d01_8b96_037cb1][bookmark: _LINE__32_c06e36fa_3ea6_4d21_83aa_e140be]This bill describes the policy of beneficial electrification and requires that the Public Utilities Commission, Efficiency Maine Trust and other state agencies implement certain policies and programs to support the policy of beneficial electrification.  The bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to study certain options for consumer financing of beneficial electrification products and to submit a report to the Legislature on implementing supplier consolidated billing to support beneficial electrification and on the results of the consumer finance study.
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