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An Act to Provide Parity in State Energy Rate Relief Payments and Tax Exemptions for Maine Cannabis Businesses
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9215c30f_4792][bookmark: _PAR__12_967ed7bc_47e5_463d_a065_9372c9f][bookmark: _LINE__28_1c283d04_e771_4b56_a999_45aa80][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3cd6f5f4_b47b_4637][bookmark: _LINE__29_db7f7eca_1c73_45e3_a97c_e5b762][bookmark: _LINE__30_3280f377_e7f7_43d9_b96c_d5c4ac][bookmark: _LINE__31_4dc8fb6a_c804_476c_a501_aaaf69][bookmark: _LINE__32_58138400_544b_415c_82d7_2f7e20][bookmark: _LINE__33_34120910_0f0f_4859_961d_ce847a][bookmark: _LINE__34_bbc5f661_6c14_4dec_a7db_e993de][bookmark: _LINE__35_e3973663_7294_4387_9e95_723e76][bookmark: _LINE__36_0a3e0884_adfe_4cee_b820_231912][bookmark: _LINE__37_53c77ae7_bf39_4075_896d_aa1296][bookmark: _LINE__38_c5ff72d8_cac0_4d3b_a050_1f2bb3]Sec. 6.  Energy rate relief payments.  A cannabis business under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, chapter 558‑C or Title 28‑B, chapter 1 that is otherwise eligible for relief under Resolve 2021, chapter 168, section 2 but did not receive relief because the business is engaged in a cannabis‑related business activity, as defined in Title 28‑B, section 102, subsection 7‑A, must be reimbursed for an amount equal to the amount of relief the business would have received if the business was not engaged in a cannabis‑related business activity. A business engaged in a cannabis‑related business activity under Title 22, chapter 558‑C must be reimbursed from the Medical Use of Cannabis Fund under Title 22, section 2430. A business engaged in a cannabis‑related business activity under Title 28‑B, chapter 1 must be reimbursed from the Adult Use Cannabis Public Health and Safety and Municipal Opt-in Fund under Title 28‑B, section 1101.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_39d87c01_8986_4f8d_b213_53f06b7][bookmark: _LINE__40_0963eb46_ed28_4cb3_b56d_ea563a][bookmark: _LINE__41_9cfdb5b7_9a0d_4215_96a2_bb06de][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__60599134_76d8_4d98_8c40_abd][bookmark: _PAGE__2_bee06ea1_135f_4a13_b427_696aacc][bookmark: _PAR__1_7c8fb53d_34d1_4429_9b57_d40a2963][bookmark: _LINE__1_0ca67325_21ea_4eed_85ab_d80a8a2][bookmark: _LINE__2_219e83e3_5596_418d_bee2_4ece49d][bookmark: _LINE__3_18cabcac_b891_49c9_b42c_cf62189][bookmark: _LINE__4_45fafdc4_9aee_4418_9773_858887c][bookmark: _LINE__5_b2558251_d1e6_4432_8c4f_16cdb68][bookmark: _LINE__6_cbcd1090_5e12_48c0_9924_7c367c7][bookmark: _LINE__7_254236d8_5251_4c54_b764_1e53ebc][bookmark: _LINE__8_0287bda9_92e5_42fd_8f5d_a470dcf]This bill requires that cannabis businesses be paid monetary relief and assistance out of either the Medical Use of Cannabis Fund or the Adult Use Cannabis Public Health and Safety and Municipal Opt-in Fund in an amount equal to relief that was provided to other businesses in the State but not the cannabis businesses because they were engaged in a cannabis‑related business activity, including energy relief for electricity costs provided to businesses in the State in 2022 and 2023. This bill also clarifies that the sales tax exemption for products used in commercial agriculture production also applies to the production of cannabis and waives the annual registration fee for a caregiver if in the prior year the caregiver has been determined compliant with the laws and rules of the medical cannabis provisions upon inspection by the Department of Health and Human Services.
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