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An Act To Review Strategies for Improving Utility Rate Affordability and To Provide Utility Relief
L.D. 
An Act To Review Strategies for Improving Utility Rate Affordability and To Provide Utility Relief
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0150a07d_ba1e_44bc_b26a_d8a][bookmark: _PAR__15_5fc40c94_e00f_4f11_9da8_f5cfb5a][bookmark: _LINE__23_d5a8f631_427e_4e82_adab_c6578c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__57ce5fb6_ff30_4ae0_9800][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__34263aac_d510_47f4_921][bookmark: _LINE__24_46f7c911_54f9_4c38_ae8c_b3f324](7)  A representative of an equal justice advocacy organization operating in the State;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__41637056_8033_45ea_b4d2_8f6][bookmark: _PAR__19_28fa5288_1988_4496_aa15_7d16ee4][bookmark: _LINE__30_b79bc30a_30eb_468e_ae18_6ceea7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6349f804_fd43_417a_9b80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b67396f9_7f61_4f89_8f0][bookmark: _LINE__31_85e36c26_6a51_4c81_971a_68675f][bookmark: _LINE__32_cfd66ca1_02a0_4fb1_9a28_da5611][bookmark: _LINE__33_97a9d3e8_70af_4cd9_99e9_e2fcc7][bookmark: _LINE__34_a7cc9092_2c7d_4244_a283_c609ec][bookmark: _LINE__35_e4824021_aef8_4205_ab20_aaa2a9](1)  Identify different methods to ensure that residents of the State are able to afford electricity as the State seeks to meet the renewable resources goal under section 3210, subsection 1-A, paragraph B, including modernized or new rate designs or structures, measures to lower costs by reduction of demand through energy efficiency, weatherization and financial assistance programs and any other option for mitigating rate increases and ensuring reliability and affordability; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0413e422_fd9e][bookmark: _PAR__10_8dabcd53_0ecb_4853_b438_89b08a9][bookmark: _LINE__25_de0a0bcb_14a8_45e6_8db6_682703][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__69546733_ddab_4948][bookmark: _LINE__26_7eb87359_f46e_4d11_bc4b_22574d][bookmark: _LINE__27_ceacb4b4_da0e_4986_96b7_c428b2][bookmark: _LINE__28_d49621e9_4d51_4d9f_a512_f6a286][bookmark: _LINE__29_f57d6d66_ca20_4178_83f2_980c3b][bookmark: _LINE__30_86f73b72_ba20_4d71_926c_c64120][bookmark: _LINE__31_87c6566a_5033_4b17_a76f_04bbba]Sec. 6.  Stakeholder group.  Not later than September 1, 2022, the Public Advocate shall convene a stakeholder group as authorized by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35A, section 1702, subsection 11.  The stakeholder group shall submit a report with findings and recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities matters not later than December 1, 2022. The joint standing committee may submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature relating to the subject matter of the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__83e73fe1_78c5][bookmark: _PAR__11_ee2e1ac1_50c6_4c50_9ac8_a73db3d][bookmark: _LINE__32_4c22214b_33f1_46d9_8b32_c541d5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ac2f0d40_469e_46f2][bookmark: _LINE__33_b4185ce3_ecdb_467b_88e0_ce6f06][bookmark: _LINE__34_faaac21e_e6a4_43c1_ae17_28babc][bookmark: _LINE__35_de8e4211_8ca3_4e30_8e64_4d266f][bookmark: _LINE__36_b75d72b2_0dc7_4831_9ad1_393bd2][bookmark: _LINE__37_16fd915c_47e6_4473_b457_600869]Sec. 7.  Electric utility relief program.  The Public Utilities Commission shall create an electric utility relief program as required by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35A, section 3214, subsection 2-B not later than November 1, 2022.  The program must provide retroactive benefits applicable to late fees, arrearages or other electric utility costs incurred during the winter of 2021-2022, and benefits in future years, as determined by the commission.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_1b0c253e_a781_41ab_a80c_c4671a3][bookmark: _LINE__39_df724f15_daaa_4634_8ccc_e4d138][bookmark: _LINE__40_c487a1d6_3beb_4c81_9d18_fbcfb3][bookmark: _LINE__41_ca9dd949_be2f_4058_9af9_3211d1][bookmark: _LINE__42_2bccb4f5_f9f6_4d9a_8405_f20d3d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__4223f53f_bf2d_436e_af8a_df9][bookmark: _PAGE__3_1e78c502_ff1b_4ff2_aa1b_63ba80a][bookmark: _PAR__1_e5267f50_8758_46db_91da_431e5690][bookmark: _LINE__1_fa454c3c_3c3b_4b3e_886d_b293fd6][bookmark: _LINE__2_708f5021_eea3_42be_9324_dce2511]This bill directs the Public Advocate to convene a stakeholder group to consider matters related to electricity affordability and submit a report to the Legislature. The bill authorizes the Public Advocate to convene the stakeholder group on those matters in the future.  The bill also directs the Public Utilities Commission to create an electric utility relief program for low-income persons and directs the commission in cooperation with the Efficiency Maine Trust to provide education and outreach on utility relief programs.
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