131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Modernize the State Supplement to Supplemental Security Income by Updating the State Supplement and Removing Marriage Disincentives
L.D. 
An Act to Modernize the State Supplement to Supplemental Security Income by Updating the State Supplement and Removing Marriage Disincentives
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8a00a73f_321f_441a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8f6b058a_4386_40d9_b956_9][bookmark: _PAR__6_648ba771_1ab3_45fb_a26e_5617d686][bookmark: _LINE__23_e3ac9da4_d9ab_4023_9a16_c9b43e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__721ec8b3_bc5a_4db4][bookmark: _LINE__24_2ff1b298_77d2_4c30_b355_8e2816]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §3273, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1985, c. 770, §3, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__563a36cf_044d_42ca_a1bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__80496fd4_0ab5_4354_a5da_96db][bookmark: _PAR__8_b9955eb8_9789_4f30_ad06_d44c0536][bookmark: _LINE__29_b82f6a5e_8ee1_42e9_b522_060b09][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee715ba7_c630_497c_b9a][bookmark: _LINE__30_57948268_ecc0_48c5_b7a0_95a5bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a70d5ff1_c5d5_4847_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__20967389_afcd_4c1f_8c][bookmark: _LINE__31_1465b22a_5c18_48ba_af49_4c29b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__963fa537_bf40_49e3_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__362b155c_c2bf_49c7_8e]A.  Increase the minimum monthly federal payment standard, in addition to that established pursuant to federal law, by an amount of at least $8 $65 per month for an individual and $12 $130 per month for a couple;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61935739_cba1_4a0d_9d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0fb265fe_1f94_4869_b8d6_c2d3][bookmark: _PAGE__3_f3d01fe2_423a_4531_b0a8_ea913a4][bookmark: _PAR__1_63482a47_ea6a_43da_a37c_322ea6bc][bookmark: _LINE__1_0417d1a3_e3ba_4d3d_af43_c94a624][bookmark: _LINE__2_69b06b90_c9b0_4ad3_b97e_71659fc][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bd5f7769_508f_44ab_883][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__01943538_5569_40f8_9bc][bookmark: _LINE__3_53321687_a9e6_44be_b732_a693e21][bookmark: _LINE__4_9ffc49e0_c5e7_4565_9d09_e506932][bookmark: _LINE__5_dd343108_666a_4ba7_a109_d27c4bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__34bdd56a_0ad0_42bc_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__80523001_46e4_4225_83][bookmark: _LINE__6_1691ff85_31e6_4c5e_b2f9_66ec621][bookmark: _LINE__7_eaeaa635_f87b_4dca_a40f_4c2ebd9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2132dcc1_8593_43b1_ac][bookmark: _LINE__8_f231da60_b93f_47a2_8606_881c53f][bookmark: _LINE__9_4f715674_8889_421e_a8e7_b89f895][bookmark: _LINE__10_59fe0d61_25ac_47e2_9605_5e3ab3]If, on April 1st of any year, the sum of the monthly amount of any state supplemental payment authorized by subsection 1, paragraphs A and C, plus the amount of the minimum monthly federal supplemental security income in effect at that time, is equal to or exceeds the amount resulting from 12 divided into the current annual budget at the lower level of living for a retired couple an individual as most recently established by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, for Portland, Maine, or taking into account variances by marital status and living arrangements as established by the department, a budget that is not inconsistent with that annual budget divided by 12, the increase provided on July 1st next following is limited to the percentage rise in the Consumer Price Index.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fdaff728_7ddd_4475_bdd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ad571514_0e88_437c_a074_e9b6][bookmark: _PAR__2_1557002a_adb0_448e_9e7c_4674d102][bookmark: _LINE__11_525253d9_ffc2_45be_9f0d_cdd528][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e9c3ccb6_586a_4316_8c]This paragraph takes effect July 1, 1993.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9f2dbc12_65e9_402c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1fbfbe46_40f8_4514_92d8_f][bookmark: _PAR__3_09f5744e_f644_4303_8f0e_67a33cc6][bookmark: _LINE__12_2dac6e35_47fa_4f84_b195_09037b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f9b663cf_0641_45af]Sec. 7.  22 MRSA §3274-A, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 563, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__12611d75_4c36_435a_9ed8_a8d1][bookmark: _PAR__4_d27631b8_ecec_4eb8_b340_11a19e5d][bookmark: _LINE__13_dc065448_b742_4f5e_95f4_0b1df6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__df6d3dea_2299_444b_a99f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c90779a1_f72c_4abe_b4]§3274-A.  Personal needs of nursing home residents
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fbdae230_a1fe_4592_bcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f581a935_493e_4fe7_a34c_3b2c][bookmark: _PAR__5_701fad6a_5026_4602_96a9_171a3325][bookmark: _LINE__14_629c4f62_afd4_4f4e_b379_5dbf66][bookmark: _LINE__15_78284a4f_7b4d_439f_8112_7bba23][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0965b76a_ecd0_4ece_91c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__54ed2722_65ec_4d08_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fb9c1d74_d2b0_468c_a0][bookmark: _LINE__16_6e243aed_6451_4b14_8019_bdf459][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0ac26a78_ea0f_4444_93][bookmark: _LINE__17_836de107_36ec_4779_9b86_6d5b4f][bookmark: _LINE__18_679d5597_4dfa_4e0d_9d26_bd3294]In administering this chapter, the department shall ensure that eligible individuals residing in nursing homes, as defined in section 1812‑A, shall have at least $30 a month for personal needs a monthly amount for personal needs equal to at least 3 times the amount of the state supplemental income benefit calculated pursuant to section 3273, subsection 1, paragraphs A and A-1.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__fe7c1d7d_0734_4e06_9e7a_ed4777][bookmark: _PAR__6_1fe25d6c_81b9_49d6_b8c5_e55220d0][bookmark: _LINE__19_16604690_f37f_4155_b0e4_8c932d]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_2b227877_839f_469a_8c19_5e6fdb6a][bookmark: _LINE__20_cfae122f_7f35_4234_9b14_f2af77]This bill amends the 1974 State Supplemental Income Act in the following ways.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_dfd4a9be_1476_45b7_ba2c_784173f1][bookmark: _LINE__21_d604a768_c90e_4397_9f0f_aa1e3a][bookmark: _LINE__22_c0ba74bf_a310_4245_8c02_956c02]1.  It  removes a reference to the advisory role of the Maine Committee on Aging and Maine Human Services Council.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3e1efee4_ebab_4037_afd3_7c3eb373][bookmark: _LINE__23_f30c1c41_c721_4d60_8f2d_361c19][bookmark: _LINE__24_a1eca14a_1771_4576_97fb_c0d564][bookmark: _LINE__25_dd8c743a_5fe5_4805_b410_689028]2.  It replaces provisions of law that currently provide that payments to couples, both of whom receive the supplement, are 150% of the benefit for an individual with provisions of law providing that payments to the couples are 200% of the benefit for an individual. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8c2cf858_9598_44af_937a_a0761c7][bookmark: _LINE__26_ca241ad9_835a_457d_9ca7_3ea35d][bookmark: _LINE__27_dbb833e9_f8d1_419e_963f_37511a][bookmark: _LINE__28_c79983f3_5012_4186_9227_837f8d][bookmark: _LINE__29_92cab041_7045_43d0_b47c_b023be][bookmark: _LINE__30_e66a4fef_9937_4830_bb3d_bbe975][bookmark: _LINE__31_aff032ed_addd_4217_afb7_b8875b]3.  It  requires that the standard used to determine need is the current annual budget at the lower level of living for a single person as most recently determined by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, for Portland, Maine, or budgets consistent with such a budget taking into account budget variances by living arrangements permitted pursuant to Title XVI of the federal Social Security Act and regulations promulgated thereunder.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_0d499d6c_fb53_43d5_85b9_def1215][bookmark: _LINE__32_e53a9097_3c78_43a4_9fe5_d1b891][bookmark: _LINE__33_45f26bca_fd1d_444b_8dff_303782][bookmark: _LINE__34_0f6c2549_a3dc_46f8_b92c_8e8da6]4.  It changes the minimum state supplemental income benefit from $8 per month for an individual and $12 per month for a couple to $65 per month for an individual and $130 per month for a couple.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a3689acb_afc6_4884_b344_7decace][bookmark: _LINE__35_896016d4_06ff_4796_b53c_9420ec][bookmark: _LINE__36_2ae53283_038b_4e7c_8c35_53f924]5.  It provides that, annually starting October 1, 2023, the state supplemental income benefit must be indexed by the cost-of-living adjustment to the federal payment standard.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f9533bfb_ae3b_47a3_960e_1630241][bookmark: _LINE__37_ee2fbd4a_3ddb_4781_ace3_f61d1e][bookmark: _LINE__38_b4862740_b844_48bc_ae0e_ef9e00][bookmark: _LINE__39_9808bd6d_5c47_4f5b_b9aa_b205a9][bookmark: _LINE__40_8620a4f1_d63c_4f5b_b772_98e41e]6. It provides that, in the priority sequence by which the Department of Health and Human Services must budget and authorize for expenditure appropriations available for benefits, the indexed cost-of-living adjustment must have priority immediately after the minimum payment.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0901d664_b6af_4fd6_a2df_f093cb4][bookmark: _LINE__41_85d68c73_b766_4caf_9e2e_123dda][bookmark: _LINE__42_8ff8c2f4_513d_4695_bf89_592710][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__ab730bec_53b0_44f5_9260_544][bookmark: _PAGE__4_fd2d15ca_b9cf_4903_aa35_1fee928][bookmark: _PAR__1_1d04a33f_56a3_4884_834d_134977e8][bookmark: _LINE__1_0651584a_3872_45a5_8145_8b22de4][bookmark: _LINE__2_adc233ef_4f83_4d36_ac47_23a9841]7.  It updates the declared intent of the Act that, if it is proposed that benefits provided are to be increased on any future date, cost-of-living adjustments be included in the benefits to be increased at a level of priority over benefits provided to a beneficiary who resides in an adult foster home or boarding home or in certain living arrangements.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_f62ace43_d76d_4cac_b95e_a13f1363][bookmark: _LINE__3_1d469492_61fb_4e30_b371_df23a4f][bookmark: _LINE__4_a2d2898e_6d98_4562_b731_3066f50][bookmark: _LINE__5_c6b56ecf_cace_496d_9337_572d6a0][bookmark: _LINE__6_be6a71e5_155c_4e3b_9594_91f0f64][bookmark: _LINE__7_05137717_3bc6_477e_beef_6e322e6]8.  It establishes that, in determining any increase according to the United States Consumer Price Index, consideration must be given to the goal of reaching, within a reasonable time, a benefit level equal to or consistent with the current budget at the lower level of living for a individual, rather than a retired couple, established by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, for Portland, Maine.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e7d56b50_7b37_4c62_81d8_10e3df19][bookmark: _LINE__8_42f8d803_5dae_4639_9573_d2b99e1][bookmark: _LINE__9_1635de7b_346d_485b_8565_f481585][bookmark: _LINE__10_c6ceb21c_a4a1_4b40_9671_a174ca]9.  It requires that the Department of Health and Human Services ensure that eligible individuals residing in nursing homes have a monthly amount for personal needs equal to at least 3 times the amount of the state supplemental income benefit.
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