132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Include in the Ranked-choice Election Method for General and Special Elections the Offices of Governor, State Senator and State Representative and to Make Other Related Changes
L.D. 
An Act to Include in the Ranked-choice Election Method for General and Special Elections the Offices of Governor, State Senator and State Representative and to Make Other Related Changes
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4c0c3883_8288_4ad5_b7c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c20907ec_2124_42b6_868d_ae66][bookmark: _PAR__3_93d5be44_abab_4173_8f5f_e753fa2f][bookmark: _LINE__3_e8daa1fe_e44f_40e8_8cd6_3e72970][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8236cf05_45b0_4ac4_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f9d0a424_a1f5_4340_a80][bookmark: _LINE__4_80f2af5b_f802_4535_8603_d8388c2]B-1.  General and special elections for the offices of Governor, State Senator and State Representative;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9186f6a8_ac20_41d7_925][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f944e97a_baf2_488b_9b9d_972e][bookmark: _PAR__11_e2a85fde_df10_4f24_a39b_a2252ef][bookmark: _LINE__29_ec88c7b3_92f6_484a_bbf7_c91c6c][bookmark: _LINE__30_8795a2fd_64e9_4bf9_a667_0722d6][bookmark: _LINE__31_29f17087_bd97_4dd9_b0c9_9a7c6a][bookmark: _LINE__32_1ef06d2f_759a_46a1_8d47_aa5d35][bookmark: _LINE__33_4f0e232a_2a27_4c53_9de6_3b2205][bookmark: _LINE__34_c470c2c8_f720_47bb_b5db_4789d2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25c77e08_0fd1_4062_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d964f3e_004b_4309_90][bookmark: _LINE__35_3d46f7b8_fa77_416f_ab71_51eb63][bookmark: _LINE__36_c2f8ffb0_a338_4e43_948f_7f0742][bookmark: _LINE__37_37b85fb6_daa7_4ea3_a3e6_cf3041][bookmark: _LINE__38_508cd40e_5531_4969_a2e9_f1b8a5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__28bf4ca3_5752_4086_b63]As soon as the results of the election have been declared, the election return must be prepared.  The warden at each ward or precinct shall fill out the election return form provided by the Secretary of State, showing the number of votes cast for each candidate or question and recording the total number of state ballots cast in that ward or precinct.  For elections determined by ranked‑choice voting, the warden shall report on the election return only the first choice votes cast number of ballots on which each candidate has the firstchoice ranking.  The warden and one other election official shall sign the return and immediately deliver it to the municipal clerk.  The form provided by the Secretary of State must include the names of all candidates, including declared write-in candidates as determined by section 722‑A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a93eeab2_0050_40af_bd7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__35f1729f_5f32_4f6f_8e64_c8dc][bookmark: _PAR__13_fd4ab176_ec16_4a2f_8a36_55b482c][bookmark: _LINE__37_c34f19a8_1d23_4e6d_8b66_956a44][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0b11657a_086f_4722_85f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__13e8336a_5fa7_4abf_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e770b4eb_efa7_4a09_9b][bookmark: _LINE__38_c0a3ac4c_59eb_4d19_a592_1524f9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ba43a74f_8873_4059_abb]J.  "Round" means an instance of the sequence of vote ballot counting steps established in subsection 2 and in rules adopted by the Secretary of State.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__19d461eb_9f57_492a_a7eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d95bb73c_86ee_41a6_af01_f96][bookmark: _PAGE__3_cc75cfba_db08_4319_accd_883f77f][bookmark: _PAR__1_dce2efd0_eeda_4f59_bb4d_807326bb][bookmark: _LINE__1_a495e4dc_4239_4769_b55e_27dd7ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__500cf866_03f0_4bd4_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d8edb535_1a38_4c82_ae9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9f7af6c3_d547_4e2d_b7e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b9d4c6ca_9820_42b9_93d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__57617505_5adb_496d_a2f][bookmark: _LINE__2_1af4881d_f15f_4b56_bb9f_1610b2e][bookmark: _LINE__3_28ca0fe0_4794_4f27_867e_ef9bc41][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d9401cc2_98c4_4bdb_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f887e31_0df8_4851_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4ea2f310_f42e_4c24_95][bookmark: _LINE__4_5c7d68b0_7147_4869_921c_3c36aed][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d9f9dc7a_1e3e_4719_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b8a4c1e0_735c_4421_b1][bookmark: _LINE__5_6755bece_a999_42ce_b1ad_9a168ff][bookmark: _LINE__6_df2e18dd_6265_42b2_9adc_d8ff8ae][bookmark: _LINE__7_d1927430_5e23_4938_b5dd_625b7ba]2.  Procedures.  Except as provided in subsections 3, 4 and 7, the following procedures are used to determine the winner of an election determined by ranked-choice voting.  The ranked‑choice voting ballot count must proceed in rounds.  In each round, the number of votes for each continuing candidate must be counted.  Each continuing ballot counts as one vote for its highest-ranked continuing candidate for that round.  Exhausted ballots are not counted for any continuing candidate.  The round then ends with one of the following 2 potential outcomes.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_efc7f858_da96_466c_af8c_0c6f5ca1][bookmark: _LINE__22_e8ade52d_9cc6_4384_95bf_01f8cf][bookmark: _LINE__23_5e9f0448_094e_46f9_8886_25ae02][bookmark: _LINE__24_fca59331_4d99_400b_9e83_e3c796][bookmark: _LINE__25_9d193f4e_93a8_4c4d_b7c7_bcf861][bookmark: _LINE__26_bd6b00c9_7fda_4a2f_87d6_b5f0b8]This bill provides for ranked-choice voting for general and special elections for the offices of Governor, State Senator and State Representative and clarifies the definition of "ranked-choice voting" by changing the use of the terms "vote" and "ballot," and provides that the winner of an election in which ranked-choice voting is conducted is the winner by a plurality of the votes.
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