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An Act to Protect Maine Consumers by Simplifying Subscription Cancellations
L.D. 
An Act to Protect Maine Consumers by Simplifying Subscription Cancellations
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6e7bc9dd_a6ab_44cb_b8f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d6f77e2d_2d7f_4dcf_85f2_3d53][bookmark: _PAR__3_c6f72fda_e87b_41a6_a616_802c471f][bookmark: _LINE__4_483a6088_55f2_402c_bdc9_16b6e94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__533e5adb_0562_48b2_921][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ff3fc14a_2e8a_4eb7_a5][bookmark: _LINE__5_7f69ce7d_1d5c_4ced_8fbe_cb9f3d9][bookmark: _LINE__6_03f975a2_3166_4a8c_9675_d39bb6c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dee2d70d_931b_4cd0_83][bookmark: _LINE__7_3b0070cf_d8dc_4975_8453_7d3c16c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a3f8a510_0e20_4ebb_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e6a23f22_35c2_49a4_b3][bookmark: _LINE__8_a0500cb2_278a_4fc0_98f8_97a7a50]A.  "Automatic subscription renewal" means an offer or agreement to provide any of the following goods or services for a specified time and price that is automatically renewed at the end of a definite term for a subsequent term unless the consumer cancels affirmatively acts to cancel the agreement or to reject further provision of the goods or services:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4116d4de_c5cf][bookmark: _PAR__8_acfd1d41_47da_4f04_99a6_eb2a1cd7][bookmark: _LINE__29_8052d8c9_d790_4d64_87e7_070b9a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e3b17ca7_fd09_4d85][bookmark: _LINE__30_8cc3fcdd_b9b8_41e0_bc7c_969434][bookmark: _LINE__31_cc33f00f_7c96_471b_b075_bba18b][bookmark: _LINE__32_fecc8039_533d_48db_a2a3_5e116e]Sec. 7.  Application.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, section 1210-C, subsection 4, this Act applies only to offers or agreements entered into or renewed on or after January 1, 2026 under which a seller makes an automatic subscription renewal or extended automatic subscription renewal offer to a consumer in this State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_91b239f7_3698_4bfb_b9aa_22d5e69][bookmark: _LINE__34_03c669a7_2e62_4a4b_adc5_4c4a7f][bookmark: _LINE__35_c6a788d3_ab8e_4d7a_ac9a_ba5e7c][bookmark: _LINE__36_c33f7f72_ded5_46ac_a58d_1fd30f][bookmark: _LINE__37_4696b06b_92cd_4ef8_b3d0_41c71a][bookmark: _LINE__38_1dd34234_37bc_4cdc_b6b4_6375d1][bookmark: _LINE__39_6b5c44c4_ab73_4cac_b6b6_551e19][bookmark: _LINE__40_7933c642_2339_4f02_80f0_e03ad1][bookmark: _LINE__41_c1e67786_ebc2_4fa5_a704_fa9dbe][bookmark: _LINE__42_3196616c_8fba_4f11_b548_c18bf5]This bill amends the law regulating automatic subscription renewals to clarify the disclosure requirements for sellers offering such subscriptions, including by requiring a seller to obtain a consumer's express consent for automatic subscription renewal prior to enrollment through a check box, electronic signature requirement or other affirmative action by the consumer agreeing to the renewal offer; by requiring the seller to provide for cancellation of such subscriptions by a consumer using the same method and in the same manner by which the consumer initially agreed to the subscription; and by prohibiting a seller from misrepresenting a material fact regarding an automatic subscription renewal offer in the marketing, offering or selling of such subscriptions.  
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_4f983fea_282d_4c20_96d0_6dfe648][bookmark: _PAR__1_8ea4e8db_64a7_4418_a714_366b09af][bookmark: _LINE__1_1f15f737_95e7_40bc_94a8_750627e][bookmark: _LINE__2_03f1588a_7ce8_4d58_9dcb_3c1db50][bookmark: _LINE__3_72fd4d6f_6a75_4447_8207_30ed471][bookmark: _LINE__4_aaa7c833_b07f_4ccb_a1cd_e09bc60][bookmark: _LINE__5_8652608f_ff09_46b2_ba0a_5cd5cda][bookmark: _LINE__6_7d8cae32_30ac_4a2d_91dc_926ad10][bookmark: _LINE__7_155c554c_dc19_43e7_913a_6c6452f]The bill directs the Attorney General to enforce the provisions of the law regulating automatic subscription renewals, to bring necessary actions for violations of that law and to adopt rules necessary for the enforcement of that law.  It also provides that, in addition to damages or penalties authorized pursuant to the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act, a person found in violation of that law based on unauthorized subscription or other charges billed to or paid by a consumer is required to provide to the consumer a refund or credit for 3 times the unauthorized amounts billed or paid.  
[bookmark: _PAR__2_b9f0cea5_1c01_4a08_9440_be011087][bookmark: _LINE__8_5ee00dcb_06e5_4c2e_8264_8d63d7d][bookmark: _LINE__9_63f7269f_45a5_415a_ab4f_4a98d30][bookmark: _LINE__10_19c8baa8_f538_49ed_b87c_86e515][bookmark: _LINE__11_5e426d69_4e3c_45a2_bfab_903308]The changes provided in the bill to the law regulating automatic subscription renewals apply only to offers or agreements entered into or renewed on or after January 1, 2026 under which a seller makes an automatic subscription renewal or extended automatic subscription renewal offer to a consumer in this State.
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