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An Act to Codify Minimum Instructional Hours in the State's Schools
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7fe91799_1800_404d_887f_f802][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1f10b1fb_bf3c_478d_b8b][bookmark: _PAR__5_3a04fdcc_2925_4af2_9718_f2bcc249][bookmark: _LINE__6_bbb6349c_e78e_4c55_a2ef_89be8c1][bookmark: _LINE__7_023989ca_2822_4eaf_9815_9ffda3b][bookmark: _LINE__8_24a0f17b_2462_475d_a899_3e10c7d][bookmark: _LINE__9_f0a81d30_c647_41c6_b9c2_7a9e7cd][bookmark: _LINE__10_68fa2e1d_1283_45da_9ded_5328bb][bookmark: _LINE__11_490fa51e_0fe7_47a7_906a_71740b]For purposes of this section, "instructional hours" means hours during the school day during which students are engaged in regularly scheduled instruction, educational activities or academic programs under the supervision of school staff. Instructional hours do not include extracurricular activities, lunchtime or recess. Time spent on an organized field trip related to academic programs may be considered instructional hours, but the instructional hours counted for a field trip may not exceed a regular school day for each day of the field trip.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4ba16649_b3b8_4c24_8c84_a45c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c86d9927_5078_4912_912][bookmark: _PAR__6_329e6ce2_8c8c_491b_94e4_0b54b5f9][bookmark: _LINE__12_c224c982_3980_4d15_b9c6_ac5f09][bookmark: _LINE__13_9823aa1b_6060_4e04_b7b2_1c83ab][bookmark: _LINE__14_2ebcac6a_eefb_4bd0_bb5c_c6671e]Instructional hours include educational activities provided outside of the regular school day to a student enrolled in a program described in section 4703 or any other academic program outlined in a school administrative unit's comprehensive education plan under section 4502.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_36b0a73a_568e_475f_8b7c_5381da8][bookmark: _LINE__32_e45cc3a5_2a42_4404_91b2_53b478][bookmark: _LINE__33_462ce7f1_edf3_43ce_bc1c_fc148e][bookmark: _LINE__34_5593d8e3_92fa_4238_8287_b0057e][bookmark: _LINE__35_e4b85150_d69a_459c_ac95_28533d][bookmark: _LINE__36_09399fe8_83de_4607_9bf1_784377][bookmark: _LINE__37_0d9498a0_43ff_471f_b2d2_21356f]This bill requires each school administrative unit to ensure that each school within the unit provides at least 900 instructional hours per school year.  The bill allows the Commissioner of Education to grant a waiver for a school to be exempt from the minimum instructional hours requirement for extraordinary circumstances. The bill also establishes annual reporting requirements for school administrative units to certify that they are in compliance with the minimum instructional hour requirement.
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