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[bookmark: _RETROACTIVE_CLAUSE__6be82df9_8659_4c50_][bookmark: _PAR__12_4617ae1f_669b_491a_88c5_9565e17][bookmark: _LINE__26_4a6c512b_6daf_43a1_b9bf_c1daf2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__15d94ac2_0882_4659][bookmark: _LINE__27_80f302c4_0fe3_4734_9010_70216f][bookmark: _LINE__28_2e414444_b4d7_48be_aaee_5b5dd6][bookmark: _LINE__29_54be34c0_ffb3_4cf8_ac2b_87fa61][bookmark: _LINE__30_f7428f5d_7592_4c2e_9058_45e332][bookmark: _LINE__31_01fc282d_4ed4_4123_97fe_f8c75a]Sec. 5.  Retroactivity; payment of benefits and interest. This Act applies retroactively to a person who was receiving disability retirement benefits under the Maine Public Employees Retirement System as of December 31, 2024 if those disability retirement benefits were reduced because the person received disability retirement benefits under the United States Social Security Act.  A person affected by this Act must be paid the difference between:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c8f9c46b_5637_4d88_af83_c551b49][bookmark: _LINE__32_cc31b05b_261d_44d4_bc99_8af748][bookmark: _LINE__33_0371ff57_336a_4c35_bd91_af1add][bookmark: _LINE__34_f7481899_1dcc_4df8_aa67_16d9c0]1. The amount of disability retirement benefits, including any cost-of-living adjustments, the person should have received absent any reduction to such benefits due to the receipt of disability retirement benefits under the United States Social Security Act; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_3d2b5845_37c2_48fa_abdc_55daa1a][bookmark: _LINE__36_afe4f02e_8808_41c6_af8e_b748dc][bookmark: _LINE__37_1bd67550_0c84_4d20_8116_14fefe][bookmark: _LINE__38_612b85db_6375_48b6_988e_863cee][bookmark: _LINE__39_5e91aa36_618e_4aed_a44d_a933a1]The person must be paid the difference with interest accruing from the date the person's disability retirement benefits were reduced to the date of the payment made pursuant to this section.  The rate of interest must be calculated pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, section 186.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_480fb115_85d2_4b3a_b348_8c97be79][bookmark: _LINE__2_38a26401_53aa_49af_8331_e601116][bookmark: _LINE__3_ba04151c_4ee2_49a8_8e9d_5f93b02][bookmark: _LINE__4_9274dae2_fcfc_4df2_8378_b2f4a86][bookmark: _LINE__5_9a11e83c_5194_4cd1_a027_172ed1d][bookmark: _LINE__6_d4e74fb1_7992_4e3c_b226_07f20e2][bookmark: _LINE__7_6344bc5c_96e5_4820_a4c4_b75ae18][bookmark: _LINE__8_f1b21e59_1630_4d6d_8ea0_80cb9aa][bookmark: _LINE__9_151fa7a2_28da_4312_932f_d7ba5f2][bookmark: _LINE__10_be5b9943_0c23_4877_9f1c_77efce][bookmark: _LINE__11_9017d5e3_d9a2_42fd_af2c_45670c][bookmark: _LINE__12_e947f2fa_182b_4c03_a1b7_528b47]Under current law, the disability retirement benefits paid by the Maine Public Employees Retirement System to a person who is disabled are reduced if that person receives benefits from the United States Social Security Act.  This bill removes that reduction for persons who are disabled and were receiving disability retirement benefits from the Maine Public Employees Retirement System as of December 31, 2024.  The provisions of the bill retroactively apply to the date that person began receiving reduced disability retirement benefits and requires that the person be paid the withheld benefits, including any cost-of-living adjustments and interest.  The bill also removes the requirement that such a person include in the application for disability retirement benefits proof that the person has made application for benefits under the United States Social Security Act.
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