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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f0d42b7f_3a59][bookmark: _PAR__4_102f636e_630f_448b_9728_7e2c5159][bookmark: _LINE__12_bb7e3363_b120_4d5d_8044_321b7d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0565a44a_8237_4754][bookmark: _LINE__13_6f3fa56d_14f4_456a_93d7_779f45][bookmark: _LINE__14_2c34b9c2_92ba_4b10_b12b_d1f687][bookmark: _LINE__15_c6bc9014_9ef1_468c_8440_1840b2][bookmark: _LINE__16_980e1bd2_d320_4a28_b5c9_d99580][bookmark: _LINE__17_90fdc439_99b3_46e7_b7fd_1e0f20][bookmark: _LINE__18_fa58ea95_8ead_4c97_89bf_b1cc08][bookmark: _LINE__19_324ed108_b09b_4311_9efb_47b4eb][bookmark: _LINE__20_60d9f834_f07b_44f0_9579_014462]Sec. 2.  Loan program pilot project.  The Efficiency Maine Trust shall establish a pilot project to provide bridge funding for up to 2 years, in the form of zero-interest loans, for public elementary and secondary schools to finance the upfront costs of distributed generation solar or energy efficiency retrofit projects.  The pilot project must give preference to applicants that commit to maximizing the tax incentives for labor standards, such as meeting applicable prevailing wage and apprenticeship utilization requirements, in the federal Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, Public Law 117-169.  The trust shall adopt rules to implement this section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_46062fd5_ca29_424c_a4a4_c45368f7][bookmark: _LINE__22_397c4641_6002_4f3b_969b_a8eb23][bookmark: _LINE__23_679780bd_e3dd_4069_b8ab_6cc85b][bookmark: _LINE__24_1fbd94e3_b363_446b_996c_9496ed][bookmark: _LINE__25_3d19e23b_116a_475b_b22d_ac7449][bookmark: _LINE__26_8ec388c0_0c76_4f73_9e91_83d395][bookmark: _LINE__27_232f375e_43a2_430a_93be_ef5b29][bookmark: _LINE__28_43bc1fb4_feeb_4173_81b4_a98550]This bill directs the Maine Clean Energy and Sustainability Accelerator to establish a dedicated grant program to finance energy audits and feasibility studies for renewable energy or energy efficiency retrofit projects in public elementary and secondary schools.  It also directs the Efficiency Maine Trust to establish a pilot project to provide bridge funding for up to 2 years, in the form of zero-interest loans, for public elementary and secondary schools to finance the upfront costs of distributed generation solar or energy efficiency retrofit projects.
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