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An Act to Provide Property Tax Relief for Senior Residents
L.D. 
An Act to Provide Property Tax Relief for Senior Residents
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14bd6905_0fd4_415d_9e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d8f0161a_ee95_4e43_b1c1_80d8][bookmark: _PAR__8_6a39bf45_c525_42cf_9525_e8a07fce][bookmark: _LINE__11_cc63ba7f_750c_4ad0_8063_9b25a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d2fa627e_eed0_4ea3_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f120b677_d3d2_415d_b5][bookmark: _LINE__12_e3fbddd5_d034_4911_8dc9_faedc6]This chapter applies only to the property tax year beginning April 1, 2023 and to property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2027.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__14212fdf_bbf4_46b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__148d4cfd_e8e3_457b_8f56_f][bookmark: _PAR__15_cdb08e94_b82e_482a_856f_4fde724][bookmark: _LINE__28_13ecc606_ce54_4127_87e6_a933aa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8631e95e_7812_442a][bookmark: _LINE__29_32b2453e_f0f2_48e4_a84d_03b8d3]Sec. 6.  36 MRSA §6281, sub-§1, ¶D, as amended by PL 2023, c. 441, Pt. D, §1, is repealed.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__00ccc2c2_e6d5_408d_aa35][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f583a82c_25c7_49b7_acb7_27a][bookmark: _PAR__8_48b79ddd_f25b_4986_a13e_ab4487d2][bookmark: _LINE__20_91c660ba_85aa_4dcf_a1f7_7ad9c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c25b6ea6_f14b_45a5_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b817c053_6308_4895_a54][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3368ef3b_a946_4b74_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__018110ca_31b8_4106_a5][bookmark: _LINE__21_6eb2950f_1a51_4493_88da_997aa4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1129246f_4276_4317_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__37ae9865_95f4_4abd_81][bookmark: _LINE__22_77046f24_d67f_477c_9f46_f5fc13][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__65de5605_d071_4bf1_8b][bookmark: _LINE__23_4ab938d4_69a1_45d9_8e06_e9ccf9][bookmark: _LINE__24_679dc959_fe21_4c08_926e_91f162][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b05075b1_01a8_4cc4_a07][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f314a09e_9637_40ff_a5][bookmark: _LINE__25_04dfe2e8_cd39_4162_909e_01f4a9][bookmark: _LINE__26_ff35ccf2_47d1_41b0_8a7b_912f14][bookmark: _LINE__27_68a08878_a76b_4808_9662_dcae24][bookmark: _LINE__28_bd649d7d_e03c_459a_b9ef_07e88c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__23f0adb3_a0cd_41f2_818][bookmark: _LINE__29_7f331dcf_1f7d_4541_a718_9852bf][bookmark: _LINE__30_6658dd3a_91a7_4218_a655_1ced09][bookmark: _LINE__31_290af9b7_eaa2_4cca_9acf_564ba4][bookmark: _LINE__32_9585b418_2014_47b4_8374_ea266d]5.  State compensation.  A municipality that has stabilized exempted from property tax for the homestead of an eligible individual under this chapter may recover from the State 100% of the amount by which the property tax assessed on the homestead of an eligible individual in the usual manner exceeds the stabilized amount of property tax billed under difference between what the assessment on the homestead would have been, absent the exemption granted pursuant to subsection 3, and the amount of the assessment actually paid by the eligible individual after the exemption granted pursuant to subsection 3.  A municipality claiming compensation under this subsection shall submit a claim to the bureau on the annual return required by section 383.  The bureau shall review claims and determine the total amount to be paid to each municipality.  The bureau shall certify and the Treasurer of State shall pay the amount due to each municipality by January 15th of the year following the year for which the claim for compensation was submitted or within 60 days of the date the claim was filed, whichever is later.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__50d539bf_2970][bookmark: _PAR__9_9a2eb27f_106f_4027_aa06_e5b579c2][bookmark: _LINE__33_4f9bcd41_df62_4c6f_aa66_b2261f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4bf1cd4b_5922_498a][bookmark: _LINE__34_c3953f7b_4e89_4863_b180_a5474b][bookmark: _LINE__35_8b7c90e9_1c9e_43ca_b358_1e9dab][bookmark: _LINE__36_890ab122_1d2a_46a4_861e_c2b288][bookmark: _LINE__37_c888761e_f704_4710_80cd_4ceede][bookmark: _LINE__38_27cadd9c_e533_49aa_8e90_1ddff4][bookmark: _LINE__39_d48a1554_d565_4a19_aa82_9f1c6a][bookmark: _LINE__40_063ab349_cc3d_4cb4_8960_ac1ef8][bookmark: _LINE__41_671cea5f_47a2_4d78_abc5_c326ce][bookmark: _LINE__42_e411cb4a_ff4b_43d3_899d_ccdfbb]Sec. 11.  Evaluation; specific public policy objective; fiscal sustainability.  The exemption provided under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, chapter 908-B, referred to in this section as "the exemption," is subject to legislative review in 2030 in accordance with Title 3, chapter 37.  The Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability shall submit an evaluation of the exemption by January 15, 2031 to the joint legislative committee established to oversee program evaluation and government accountability matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters may report out a bill related to the report to the 135th Legislature in 2031.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_de6bc758_ea4b_4518_b696_48b4593][bookmark: _PAR__1_98aab175_786e_466b_869a_ed7c8683][bookmark: _LINE__1_2d230d41_f74d_4bde_a448_61dd55f][bookmark: _LINE__2_27401965_27c3_4126_a9c2_aeb395c][bookmark: _LINE__3_5b8f5f99_7b36_4f7e_a181_aeebf05]A. In developing evaluation parameters to perform the review, the office shall consider that the specific public policy objective of the exemption is to decrease the tax burden on senior residents of this State and allow them to continue to reside in their homes. 
[bookmark: _PAR__2_e0111e54_9a66_40d7_92bb_3aa5a58e][bookmark: _LINE__4_bd598cbe_7c33_41ce_8353_7a032a0]B. The office shall also consider performance measures, including, but not limited to: 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6d9e6f9e_bf05_4e69_b5ef_39df43d9][bookmark: _LINE__5_0e7a04d4_0fdd_42bd_8e50_559b48d](1) The number, amount and geographic distribution of the exemptions; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8fdef580_6202_4264_a71b_1d12dd01][bookmark: _LINE__6_773395e0_bc4c_454c_8c10_9528753][bookmark: _LINE__7_b2abecae_940f_4bf8_a080_3b6d353](2) The cost to the State of the exemptions and whether that cost is fiscally sustainable; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_cca80cef_cb73_428a_9259_57b744bd][bookmark: _LINE__8_7414d87d_12f0_421c_92db_2cc6cb0](3) The potential to expand or otherwise modify the exemption. 
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__dd81de74_81ff_4220_8333_fdfe2f][bookmark: _PAR__6_aa0db739_0a57_4de2_acdf_2c4efbdd][bookmark: _LINE__9_322ec6de_b59b_4056_8210_9623fd5]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_107052a2_74f6_4e95_bf94_07487d89][bookmark: _LINE__10_625ac6e9_f013_431f_942f_c043aa][bookmark: _LINE__11_bdf6fc22_697c_4af2_a077_226860]This bill amends the property tax stabilization for senior citizens program, which was limited to one property tax year, by:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7369c1bc_93ee_48ed_b6dd_37627e30][bookmark: _LINE__12_fe530d22_d5f1_4404_a45e_11d95c][bookmark: _LINE__13_5fd4500f_d5e5_4cba_85e1_c26cfd]1.  Changing the benefit under the program to a complete exemption from property taxes, for property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2027;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_430c4076_9195_4636_88fd_0e870de9][bookmark: _LINE__14_2dfdb958_6476_49b0_97ac_ca773e][bookmark: _LINE__15_21fc7056_b23d_4ce8_9921_897d51][bookmark: _LINE__16_076c8ba6_0b60_4250_a575_8f7492][bookmark: _LINE__17_cfaaeea5_56fd_470a_b8a6_220ecb]2.  Specifying that an eligible individual is someone who is at least 65 years of age, or who will attain 65 years of age during the property tax year for which the exemption is requested, and has maintained a permanent residence in this State for at least 10 consecutive years prior to applying for the exemption;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a632046c_52e1_4176_81fa_0ead5cd][bookmark: _LINE__18_46028f9c_f191_4550_a95f_20aad2][bookmark: _LINE__19_99c30860_e1df_4ca2_9c9f_71f583][bookmark: _LINE__20_5a12e4dd_2cff_402e_8e02_f53543]3.  Removing the requirement that an applicant apply every year for the exemption, instead requiring that the eligible individual file an affidavit declaring that the individual is still eligible for the exemption;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_d53988e0_5cf1_4833_91a4_7e1f164][bookmark: _LINE__21_cf403d19_0218_41b3_b1f6_fd1a06][bookmark: _LINE__22_00662526_b432_4e06_820e_9a9154]4.  Allowing the transfer of the exemption only if the transferee jointly owns the homestead and is eligible under the program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b6ffdef3_cd9f_4fd5_afa4_07c21e6][bookmark: _LINE__23_08ca6910_db43_4404_91c6_88e191][bookmark: _LINE__24_e53c802a_2a6e_4d34_8121_b3606e]5.  Requiring the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability, in 2030, to conduct a review of the program, considering:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e944317e_ec56_47d6_8e1b_ec169e4][bookmark: _LINE__25_e451beee_1547_4d31_8c3b_d24520][bookmark: _LINE__26_4f230563_3487_41e3_a7cb_1e3d37]A. Whether the exemption fulfills its goal of decreasing the tax burden on senior residents of this State and allowing them to continue to reside in their homes; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b783bfc7_741b_4ac7_a8bf_edbb504][bookmark: _LINE__27_0d87ddbd_a8b3_40e4_a0c1_b89f75][bookmark: _LINE__28_b0226f42_a8c0_47b0_a080_ba19a2]B. Performance measures such as whether the program is fiscally sustainable and may be expanded or modified.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7d8b99d2_3b98_4a1c_a094_e6ca3a2][bookmark: _LINE__29_1baa7904_7ac5_4151_bc59_594bc3][bookmark: _LINE__30_af363a2c_6a46_4bc5_850e_566957][bookmark: _LINE__31_42716944_f8f1_46f5_8bf3_a8994a][bookmark: _LINE__32_dc54eb0a_f530_4290_bcfd_154056]The office is required to submit, by January 15, 2031, a report with its findings to the Government Oversight Committee and to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters, which may report out a bill related to the report to the 135th Legislature in 2031.
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