132nd Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study Lowering Property Taxes by Revising the State-Municipal Revenue Sharing Program
L.D. 
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study Lowering Property Taxes by Revising the State-Municipal Revenue Sharing Program
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_ad3d1be9_d984_4726_b5ef_defbcb3e][bookmark: _LINE__6_48383817_3224_4920_8924_68e2a29][bookmark: _LINE__7_33fa5e32_db5b_44e4_aa00_55cf399][bookmark: _LINE__8_ef7cd68c_6582_401f_98f7_7c4ecdb]1.  Two members of the Senate, one representing the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one representing the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ea69ba31_2892_45e3_ae05_14e4b78a][bookmark: _LINE__9_d07d7ba8_2c02_497a_886f_42e9544][bookmark: _LINE__10_a8c8151c_6b42_42f4_94b1_bdbdc0][bookmark: _LINE__11_fef88025_35bb_4b24_87b3_64a468]2.  Three members of the House of Representatives, 2 representing the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one representing the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c4a792bc_02ef_4119_89a9_aef8e80b][bookmark: _LINE__12_198a0c24_7e05_4883_9c72_0d6bb7][bookmark: _LINE__13_a576211b_3eb4_450f_a1a9_7f2b43]3.  One municipal official from a municipality with a population of under 10,000, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cfb712d2_a69d_4c5d_bf75_2b3f2d60][bookmark: _LINE__14_7fbeec60_28d1_41b8_9439_28957e][bookmark: _LINE__15_d0c8595f_dcbb_4187_86cf_67269c]4.  One municipal official from a municipality with a population of 10,000 or more, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b053acaf_9b85_4b71_bfa8_ff1d54cc][bookmark: _LINE__16_05c7d6ce_3a83_4925_8160_6d8491][bookmark: _LINE__17_7ff3636a_439a_495e_9f97_dc1406]5.  One member who represents a statewide association of municipalities, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7d47601f_0b6b_40d2_96ef_70ace0c3][bookmark: _LINE__18_4f2a00bf_d88c_4abc_8bde_0b7838][bookmark: _LINE__19_eec15838_911b_4ea2_b2e4_146455]6.  One member who represents a county government or a statewide association of county commissioners, appointed by the Speaker of the House; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_04ec53d8_2bf2_4048_9068_beaf1f7b][bookmark: _LINE__20_28be0704_60b2_4832_b0d6_59930f][bookmark: _LINE__21_bda0f015_8b8c_4362_95b2_497d9a][bookmark: _LINE__22_247bb915_aff1_460f_bb22_2b6303]7.  Two members of the public with relevant expertise in municipal finance, tax policy or state-local fiscal relations, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_1c2ac37d_7c99_457e_8842_a851cf5][bookmark: _LINE__23_2e7d59f0_8c6e_4f0e_9f2e_bf3fb8][bookmark: _LINE__24_64db177f_71da_4c50_a153_ee865b]8.  The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services or the commissioner's designee; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e2e65d2b_1878_4ea1_8bc7_c7daaea][bookmark: _LINE__25_832aeafe_e4fc_4923_b5d7_2f77f1]9.  The Treasurer of State or the Treasurer of State's designee. 
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5b8f3ef7_91f5][bookmark: _PAR__13_5c002e8f_94e5_4834_8519_f1e0103][bookmark: _LINE__29_98ff0c29_fca1_47af_80ff_1e7649][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cb1ccbf9_90d5_488b][bookmark: _LINE__30_2b4806dd_d37a_4974_996b_3fb472][bookmark: _LINE__31_ed77059a_6f6c_45f7_8b83_edc625][bookmark: _LINE__32_fc307302_6ad3_4f98_a967_a63c91][bookmark: _LINE__33_5f8b8d34_0311_498e_b19e_e3622a][bookmark: _LINE__34_1c1a5d24_5bd8_45ab_9b69_b7d668][bookmark: _LINE__35_69bfbbbf_ad5a_4f21_a88e_c30329][bookmark: _LINE__36_f5cd2240_3de9_4262_9662_05e247]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of commission.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4791d700_eb74][bookmark: _PAR__14_0c443d80_38a4_416a_ba60_adcb388][bookmark: _LINE__37_ff4be058_4f05_4920_aefa_a42423][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__96d69fb6_06a9_4897][bookmark: _LINE__38_340031a2_e6b2_47ae_99e9_ac59f4][bookmark: _LINE__39_1e79f89c_59c9_4631_a5ea_03b873][bookmark: _LINE__40_e11afbac_0502_4a72_a7c6_6fe67d][bookmark: _LINE__41_38227fb3_09a9_40bd_9779_608c8c][bookmark: _LINE__42_ed50ed7e_1104_4f45_8bab_657e3f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__ec782627_7fe4_4bc2_a665_bb5][bookmark: _PAGE__2_abc27c4d_4c6b_4c85_9530_25abb61][bookmark: _PAR__1_2f958881_a0b9_4714_a223_c2a5add7][bookmark: _LINE__1_8f8638de_9e89_4a5b_b365_1e7b239][bookmark: _LINE__2_e6dfc8e9_921d_4ac9_9e97_625c531][bookmark: _LINE__3_3890ba52_bf8c_4e5c_8328_ccefe75][bookmark: _LINE__4_b0517ae2_b56b_4bd4_8618_8a9c0e7]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the commission shall perform a holistic review of the state-municipal revenue sharing system with a focus on equitable distribution and the diverse needs of municipalities.  In conducting the review under this section, the commission shall analyze existing programs, including the Local Government Fund and the Disproportionate Tax Burden Fund, established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 5681, subsection 3 and commonly known as Revenue Sharing I and Revenue Sharing II, to identify disparities and shall define and address such issues as disproportionate tax burdens.  The commission shall develop recommendations to streamline the state-municipal revenue sharing system for fairness and sustainability while considering municipal fiscal needs.  
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4318cd7c_87c5][bookmark: _PAR__2_ac2cf78f_abce_47b6_8870_f1767082][bookmark: _LINE__5_cd3f6b25_f677_42a3_9ec7_432f3c3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4e20fc2e_e7c1_4fda][bookmark: _LINE__6_dbd3935c_7f4a_4367_813d_1af5bb9][bookmark: _LINE__7_6fe9fc95_7f1f_47ac_8907_f42ce27][bookmark: _LINE__8_59ba2a2e_93df_4448_96de_4f445cd]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9c0a4104_674a][bookmark: _PAR__3_97c08fb9_1332_4f56_8154_4b2ddb93][bookmark: _LINE__9_ce54869c_f91c_4079_9573_4a6fb73][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__01317b18_a63e_49ef][bookmark: _LINE__10_6db24759_6098_403f_8fda_e190c9][bookmark: _LINE__11_76b5cc08_46a9_4a77_a854_f5dcc3][bookmark: _LINE__12_d0d20cd2_b176_4bf1_93fb_5d1d20][bookmark: _LINE__13_0e611525_bf3a_4201_9484_3b038a]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than December 3, 2025, the commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation.  The Joint Standing Committee on Taxation is authorized to report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1b9a2613_3ecc_4752_a265_ea701a][bookmark: _PAR__4_d23bbf24_10ec_4b58_b9bc_56fe7139][bookmark: _LINE__14_45c6cf9d_f9a6_4815_8cb0_a4ce0e]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5f725b0f_425a_4a95_a140_953f68b7][bookmark: _LINE__15_41f6b54f_439f_4aa2_9894_5e2afc][bookmark: _LINE__16_ac63fdcb_9bed_412c_b818_dbb770][bookmark: _LINE__17_bf7fbe8d_9870_49d1_ab21_7783eb][bookmark: _LINE__18_5765f9d1_29a0_4c09_8cff_194e97][bookmark: _LINE__19_5a9c827e_64ca_4ca2_9a1c_6bfe46][bookmark: _LINE__20_31216d4d_54ee_448a_9dd4_fdc99c][bookmark: _LINE__21_44185efa_3a27_4c67_ad18_fd3ecc]This resolve establishes the Commission to Study Lowering Property Taxes by Revising the State-Municipal Revenue Sharing Program, which is directed to perform a holistic review of the state-municipal revenue sharing system with a focus on equitable distribution and the diverse needs of municipalities.  The commission is required to submit a report and suggested legislation by December 3, 2025 to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation, which is authorized to report out legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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