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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__7d0fea57_dca7_4a4c_b8a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__a9e09620_86c6_480c_8941_d0eab][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d72ff9da_4a64_414f_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_3a9927d6_f702_44a9_8ed4_8cc771a][bookmark: _PAR__1_35fc99d2_e361_443a_b140_e3a55175][bookmark: _LINE__1_96d1872b_944a_4eb4_9cc4_7d34ed5]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9fca87b5_f6f1_43dc_914b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__71017b12_b3f7_49d3_b3c2_56af][bookmark: _PAR__7_d929fd6a_468d_438c_b7c5_308b5d2c][bookmark: _LINE__14_0049582c_29c0_4076_b460_0364b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__678d25e5_3e01_43e1_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3956c1a1_283e_497a_b8d][bookmark: _LINE__15_d4c02d49_b381_4364_9b1f_7c478f][bookmark: _LINE__16_f1857beb_574c_4718_90c7_36d13f][bookmark: _LINE__17_918cbe8d_9404_4f6d_9f57_1f81c4][bookmark: _LINE__18_17f77100_9d0b_4739_a1e1_8b2658][bookmark: _LINE__19_284fad26_486a_4a73_b6f4_dfda81][bookmark: _LINE__20_703ab41a_7d05_47c6_81ce_b9e7ee][bookmark: _LINE__21_5753346c_aa29_4fc1_80c2_aade0b]B.  When evaluating projects to be funded, the board shall give preferential consideration to projects that conserve late-successional forests and old-growth forests that result in the acquisition of a fee interest or an easement that includes logging rights and includes at least 5 acres of late-successional forest and old-growth forest stands that are protected by buffers of at least 100 feet. The portion of the project with late-successional forests and old-growth forests must be protected in perpetuity and have specific protections in place that prohibit timber harvesting and other activities that would damage the late-successional forests and old-growth forests.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__82a70a96_2fb7_4c09_9397][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c5feac9d_3214_4cd2_9ab5_222][bookmark: _PAR__9_e313cabb_2b88_47dd_818b_10e0ab56][bookmark: _LINE__23_059f6a0a_ea93_4a15_b1b9_4b7543][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f4fd21b1_37ab_4c1d_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a3904888_5ff9_4e8a_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9287f957_1d18_4bf6_8ef][bookmark: _LINE__24_4f882704_0a7e_4422_8a01_45f333][bookmark: _LINE__25_eef20a7d_6f00_48d8_bb13_ac863b][bookmark: _LINE__26_f5f50d63_657a_4b21_b98e_6caf10][bookmark: _LINE__27_750e1534_bcbd_411c_84d8_0af8f2][bookmark: _LINE__28_658a0cca_eb80_47a8_8464_c9da52][bookmark: _LINE__29_74f20cef_8ba3_4483_86f5_4a85d1][bookmark: _LINE__30_f6902a38_4fc4_4eaf_a203_2fc476][bookmark: _LINE__31_de78e3ea_384a_4f3e_993e_3258b1][bookmark: _LINE__32_cc359ee7_c263_41df_a245_c64a6f][bookmark: _LINE__33_888a592c_8970_477c_97c1_4facbd]1-B.  Report on conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests.  The report must include information regarding the status of late-successional forests and old-growth forests in the State and actions that have been taken since the previous report under this section to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests on public and private land statewide. The report must reference any statewide strategy to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests that may have been developed and actions that are anticipated to be pursued by the State to further enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests. For purposes of this subsection, "late-successional forest" has the same meaning as in Title 5, section 6201, subsection 2-A and "old-growth forest" has the same meaning as in Title 5, section 6201, subsection 3-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7b5cc6fb_ed56][bookmark: _PAR__10_4044636c_8cbe_44d9_8bf3_c51bf39][bookmark: _LINE__34_cb6de582_eca4_4ce3_80e3_4363a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d5078ed1_b036_471b][bookmark: _LINE__35_07504374_0018_4fa5_8b8c_f211d8][bookmark: _LINE__36_bd77f8ed_f6a2_405d_86ef_1adb09][bookmark: _LINE__37_f2ed5972_b691_4cc0_afeb_10b494][bookmark: _LINE__38_ac5fea45_35b4_4c9f_948f_27d04e][bookmark: _LINE__39_6ff4a082_902a_464f_bc46_987605][bookmark: _LINE__40_a1b434d3_c484_444b_9a99_610d55][bookmark: _LINE__41_875bf134_827c_46c8_900d_47b782][bookmark: _LINE__42_66ffc232_af11_42ab_b884_86f2c5][bookmark: _LINE__43_8bcc966d_7c31_4a7d_8465_c98f6f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__1ee0e8fd_832b_465e_8ce0_c62][bookmark: _PAGE__2_0c9af990_63ff_4d3b_8177_dd2338c][bookmark: _PAR__1_08c1ec5b_f5f6_465d_b9c1_eb38540c][bookmark: _LINE__1_6f85a4c0_fe24_469e_813f_472a7d3][bookmark: _LINE__2_8ba308eb_3452_41dd_a8a7_38f1486]Sec. 5.  Land Use Planning Commission rulemaking to protect undeveloped, high-value lakes.  The Land Use Planning Commission, referred to in this section as "the commission," shall adopt rules regarding land use districts and standards to reassign all lakes within the commission's current Management Class 7 that are undeveloped and have one or more natural resources classified as outstanding by the Department of Conservation, Land Use Regulation Commission's Maine Wildlands Lake Assessment published in 1987.  Depending on the natural resource values present, the commission shall classify such a lake as a high value, least accessible and undeveloped lake, currently classified by the commission as Management Class 1, or as a remote pond that is inaccessible, undeveloped and with a cold water game fishery, currently classified by the commission as Management Class 6. Rules adopted under this section are routine technical rules under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__c27f2b00_4580][bookmark: _PAR__2_aa8d0d92_d174_4360_996d_c67bbe4c][bookmark: _LINE__3_45499b6c_cfe2_4993_b16e_886b794][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__da461826_3db9_4ff4][bookmark: _LINE__4_bac28d15_ba4b_439f_b08b_c7876ea][bookmark: _LINE__5_c9419caa_b817_4b82_a210_e239abf][bookmark: _LINE__6_7c04a620_c16b_41e4_a9fd_ef33135][bookmark: _LINE__7_0f9e9e7a_b5f6_4ae4_94a8_a4b490e][bookmark: _LINE__8_1dd28833_6e23_4110_9f33_1399c4d][bookmark: _LINE__9_ffdb6b62_52f7_4817_8f70_ad29b0b][bookmark: _LINE__10_975914ab_43b8_4110_bf4c_a910dd][bookmark: _LINE__11_f537d220_4fbc_4411_a480_00120a][bookmark: _LINE__12_eb3b7d71_0683_4bab_bc04_65e6bd][bookmark: _LINE__13_f9e41a45_5743_4bd6_b1c8_9ce4b6][bookmark: _LINE__14_b4692d5c_1c97_47c2_b899_23175d][bookmark: _LINE__15_271430d1_e464_48de_a115_c02692]Sec. 6.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to develop comprehensive, statewide strategy to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, referred to in this section as "the department," shall develop a comprehensive, statewide strategy to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests, including transitioning late-successional forests to account for the future supply of late-successional forests and old-growth forests through the management of transitioning late-successional forests. For purposes of this section, "late-successional forest" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 6201, subsection 2-A; "old-growth forest" has the same meaning as in Title 5, section 6201, subsection 3-A; and "transitioning late-successional forest" means a forest that is mature and will become a late-successional forest within 25 to 50 years if left unharvested. In developing the strategy, the department shall:
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_a6a4e912_4797_432c_a620_4784eb28][bookmark: _LINE__21_c9a42b08_b5ea_4ac2_9217_ab71dd]C.  Strategies for increasing the conservation of the forests;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_2dbfd711_0dd2_44f6_a5a8_34557f77][bookmark: _LINE__22_afce949b_5a98_4bc8_88a4_28d841][bookmark: _LINE__23_ed693027_9989_4071_a36e_bf7e4a]2.  Review and consider a broad range of approaches to include in the strategy, including:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_855b0421_a93d_47d7_9489_ef224ef4][bookmark: _LINE__25_f6bd82b4_3de2_4f3a_9bd9_faecc6][bookmark: _LINE__26_f2996d6c_2840_4e06_9ced_d11853][bookmark: _LINE__27_ea8b8cf0_d311_48b6_b7d3_b200e8]B.  Enrolling late-successional forests and old-growth forests in programs of voluntary carbon markets that provide compensation for the high carbon capture value of late-successional forests and old-growth forests;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e56e5a8c_56ba_4905_8248_25ff97d][bookmark: _LINE__28_52411a12_7d90_4a9f_9b89_006499][bookmark: _LINE__29_a99ca123_5e78_4a7e_8ad1_81ab46][bookmark: _LINE__30_8d609832_a639_4b2d_a4c4_2cabee]C.  Incentives to landowners and loggers to adapt certain forest practices to better maintain the ecological and climate values associated with late-successional forests and old-growth forests;
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_9a1c0d8a_6a3f_420a_898a_2220a2f][bookmark: _LINE__33_05b420bd_c6ba_4e3e_a0c7_722c9d][bookmark: _LINE__34_5c8e24c2_15a9_44c1_8b3f_958ea6][bookmark: _LINE__35_e1c402fb_7664_4481_80ed_8dc81a]3.  Within existing resources, provide staff as may be necessary to develop the strategy, including seeking staffing and financial support from other state agencies and private entities; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8e19e45f_4a6e_4dfd_878f_4b8dabf][bookmark: _LINE__36_9788d0f6_9d94_4eb1_a013_28dc62][bookmark: _LINE__37_65ddbbc5_5bb0_43b8_a228_b46ce9][bookmark: _LINE__38_f34a3cba_fe71_4fbe_a134_90ce82][bookmark: _LINE__39_39b1b1e8_fadd_402a_ba0a_a7aad3]4. By November 4, 2026, submit a report with the strategy, including any recommendations, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters, which may report out legislation based upon the report and strategy to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
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[bookmark: _PAGE__3_43397006_ffbd_4590_995d_012a03e][bookmark: _PAR__1_4cb9f3d6_42f8_4fa4_bbd9_bc93929e][bookmark: _LINE__1_e08f85d7_afe5_476e_99ff_4befe73][bookmark: _LINE__2_f4cf490f_1596_4c15_a044_5a2e61f]1.  Directs the Land for Maine's Future Board to give preferential consideration in land acquisition projects that conserve late-successional forests and old-growth forests;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_a8fc414d_2212_41c0_ba62_8efdaf14][bookmark: _LINE__3_8b33c356_d65b_4227_88ca_cd7e73d][bookmark: _LINE__4_c6e1a1a6_f07f_43f8_a20e_6514667][bookmark: _LINE__5_7fab4a0b_62d0_47f9_b544_cfeb40e]2.  Requires the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to include information regarding late-successional forests and old-growth forests in the director's report on state forests;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_45f0401a_4542_4fe2_9ac0_56232e21][bookmark: _LINE__6_0c42f6e2_93bf_4932_9ced_b2b81b2][bookmark: _LINE__7_21aefe7a_2d83_44b0_93db_765688e][bookmark: _LINE__8_57d2a78e_b372_46b4_8db1_2c68e52]3.  Requires the Maine Land Use Planning Commission to adopt rules to reclassify all lakes that are currently undeveloped but high value into other management classifications; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_428dd785_ce20_4234_9acb_19a9d477][bookmark: _LINE__9_1d2ccf98_a2a3_424b_98e4_fdf4cc0][bookmark: _LINE__10_9de71b99_5bd9_454c_8a33_43fbca][bookmark: _LINE__11_3d49e515_6e60_4b70_b44c_3c5584]4.  Directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to develop a comprehensive, statewide strategy to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests.
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