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An Act Regarding the Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bd295256_5459_4753_ad66][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c4665005_9acb_4ab4_b559_9a5][bookmark: _PAR__6_83373fc7_9f57_4a28_87a8_b4005d48][bookmark: _LINE__13_b6cea4f1_2e08_4350_a161_d25de3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9b63bbff_f8ca_485e_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9edfe0f_0b1f_47c9_9b6][bookmark: _LINE__14_cce55a19_8181_471d_b5ac_9f6ecc][bookmark: _LINE__15_db104440_342f_415a_9b97_8b8169][bookmark: _LINE__16_312d0461_93c5_40e5_b153_16652e][bookmark: _LINE__17_304407bd_3f12_4a68_b1d8_4a4c50][bookmark: _LINE__18_aab98ccf_5e09_48cc_a165_569295][bookmark: _LINE__19_1cc2921c_9fb3_4e0a_9261_b82656][bookmark: _LINE__20_f6e1386f_8995_47d7_bd1d_fa065c]3. Nullification. A farm support arrangement, once finally executed, is binding on the municipality. A municipality may not cease to make payments under the arrangement unless the land subject to the qualified easement is taken by eminent domain or state law otherwise authorizes the payments to cease. In the event that a municipality’s obligation to make farm support payments ceases, the farm support arrangement and the related qualified easement are void and may not be given effect and the municipality shall provide notice of this fact to the owner of the qualified farmland and record that notice with the appropriate registry of deeds.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_0a8b03df_7a42_4805_b14f_3c4bf2ef][bookmark: _LINE__25_57b4760c_1975_4b75_bf48_9e8c1a][bookmark: _LINE__26_fa3c5d9d_a65e_4644_8519_059dac][bookmark: _LINE__27_c373f5c7_1ecc_466e_ba9b_813532][bookmark: _LINE__28_5a4f0476_cd9d_4c92_831d_8ea213][bookmark: _LINE__29_2652d5e0_bef2_4f00_b7cb_6ea4ba][bookmark: _LINE__30_35ed0899_5232_49f1_940f_1cbb5e][bookmark: _LINE__31_d5828f68_2930_451d_a00c_903420]This bill changes the allocation of the Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program from the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, which contains laws governing agriculture, to Title 36, which contains laws governing taxation. The program includes laws governing farm support arrangements. The bill also reduces the minimum term of a qualified easement from 20 years to 10 years and allows the municipal officers or a municipal employee or committee appointed by the municipal officers to review and approve farm support arrangements.
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