132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Strengthen the Authority of Local Officials to Enforce Provisions Regarding Dangerous and Nuisance Properties that Constitute a Threat to Public Health and Safety
L.D. 
An Act to Strengthen the Authority of Local Officials to Enforce Provisions Regarding Dangerous and Nuisance Properties that Constitute a Threat to Public Health and Safety
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__892a0817_d37f_4568_85c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__28f85059_b132_44e9_928b_c0524][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b66df565_5563_428c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_c16cc28e_41ba_4c7e_9a88_6d566cc][bookmark: _PAR__1_bd3d330a_409d_4a88_b869_28ed7de8][bookmark: _LINE__1_d89f9739_a242_494c_9887_02d0536]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__60f205e9_4071_4b6a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__85c6b012_4ce6_4a12_9fa7_d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__79980ccc_fbb9_4e0f_87][bookmark: _PAR__2_aa3339b6_8a6a_4df4_a877_69fb6e47][bookmark: _LINE__2_3e2ac075_fb86_4341_82cd_7470088][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cad4d534_f065_41c9][bookmark: _LINE__3_9b41275a_e77a_4541_a391_6ef4986]Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §6326, sub-§2, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 521, Pt. B, §1 and affected by §2, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4daaed66_ae42_44e4_acf2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc744712_4cc7_4733_9518_cd3][bookmark: _PAR__7_7689829a_e579_46d0_90f5_98165bef][bookmark: _LINE__13_5b9815ea_3dbf_469e_a50c_e7eb24][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8fd117f6_5a2a_4363_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4c60f953_ad33_4b5d_aa2][bookmark: _LINE__14_f0cfd135_1032_414b_afda_4002e4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__88b044f0_cd1f_4b3d_85][bookmark: _LINE__15_55a111e3_55b5_4ac5_87e0_66b021][bookmark: _LINE__16_23a7225c_6217_44d5_98b1_e77a8c][bookmark: _LINE__17_1b4390dd_3ea6_4a32_b242_e61016][bookmark: _LINE__18_6204a763_f75c_44fe_aa68_cf3a5f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2c4e7446_7a05_44e5_a7][bookmark: _LINE__19_81447131_ad67_4c77_b34f_7d928b]2-A.  Standard.  To adjudge a building to be a nuisance or dangerous, the municipal officers or county commissioners, acting through a building official, code enforcement officer, local health officer or fire chief, must find that the building is structurally unsafe, unstable or unsanitary; constitutes a fire hazard; is unsuitable or improper for the use or occupancy to which it is put; constitutes a hazard to health or safety because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence or abandonment or a condition described in Title 22, section 461 or 1561; or is otherwise dangerous to life or property.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__34bb271d_24cc_4c3a_853][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__584d93df_5f26_45cb_b870_537c][bookmark: _PAR__12_d2ef07a7_50c1_40ee_9858_9108695][bookmark: _LINE__33_ef52c0e4_3d1e_4f2f_b183_1f66fd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__255309cb_fee3_423b_b76][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c5e42d35_8780_4417_a2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a54109f2_d474_4c98_ae0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5b15bd8b_8569_47bb_a90][bookmark: _LINE__34_1b8075b5_ac62_47b1_aafa_d4da29][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8715fd5f_c090_4c4d_9f4][bookmark: _LINE__35_6b3b863a_05c0_4370_9e0e_4fe0bc][bookmark: _LINE__36_ac318cdb_3e5e_4de8_a3d4_1c51a4][bookmark: _LINE__37_7de15272_534c_422d_a051_82d628][bookmark: _LINE__38_4a100af2_9705_44df_b73d_ff5762][bookmark: _LINE__39_dd9d779f_5479_4b64_bee4_3f3ac0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ad069c6c_1eea_4917_a7][bookmark: _LINE__40_4eaf035c_7d86_4b00_a828_eb8db1][bookmark: _LINE__41_86ce07eb_0c37_4c35_b79c_5e91ed]A person who intentionally or knowingly violates any provision of section 451, 454‑A, 461 or 462, or of rules adopted pursuant to those sections, or neglects or refuses to obey any order or direction of any local health officer authorized by those provisions, the penalty for which is not specifically provided, or intentionally or knowingly interferes with any person or thing to prevent the execution of those sections or of the rules, commits a civil violation for which a fine of not more than $500 may be adjudged. The District Court has jurisdiction of all offenses under these sections.  Enforcement of section 454-A and 461, including abatement of an unsafe or unhealthful condition of a property, must be in accordance with Title 17, chapter 91, subchapter 4 or Title 30-A, section 3106-B.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e8dbdef_8f06_4e01_a88][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__80632141_dc24_43fc_9813_16fe][bookmark: _PAR__5_2d1bfa8e_8e6b_447c_a90f_15306f50][bookmark: _LINE__9_b9e6c199_92f1_49f6_a1b2_53d26f5][bookmark: _LINE__10_d82c8bff_478a_4084_9e41_b283c7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a0d45123_2058_4c13_96][bookmark: _LINE__11_b3b80de3_cb8c_4679_b7af_699ca0][bookmark: _LINE__12_db212451_1746_49ae_b12f_a4e49f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__00a1985d_02d2_4761_a9][bookmark: _LINE__13_fd594cf1_2441_4dc4_9f93_be9105][bookmark: _LINE__14_b35660f0_badb_47d6_9c94_e6f07c][bookmark: _LINE__15_86814eb5_086b_465d_8228_3b6e94][bookmark: _LINE__16_cc78c7d4_ef06_4969_ba0a_372d3a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e0555cc_0661_4f5d_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a992245e_9cd5_4254_ac][bookmark: _LINE__17_6fbbcb00_2b97_4955_a1c6_0e24a0][bookmark: _LINE__18_562f62cb_444e_4dff_8630_106dd8][bookmark: _LINE__19_fbfa489c_e510_4cee_9090_e31bd8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__efbd391c_3924_405e_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e329a8d_2116_48d7_b6][bookmark: _LINE__20_5a57835a_f303_40bb_9a13_d9f586][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eddaa0b4_17be_4e27_8c][bookmark: _LINE__21_32612c16_88fc_4950_bf5b_e05ea4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a28ebf27_fc2a_46f6_9b][bookmark: _LINE__22_8d712f00_541c_4b01_9794_8c6539][bookmark: _LINE__23_3a1e66e7_e501_43ed_9813_3b7db3][bookmark: _LINE__24_41bd9d1f_4e09_4eb9_9c75_84512a]The local health officer, when satisfied upon due examination, that a cellar, room, tenement, property or building in the town, occupied as a dwelling place, has become, by reason of want of cleanliness or other cause, unfit for such purpose and a cause of sickness to the occupants or the public, may issue, in consultation with the municipality or department, a notice in writing to such occupants, or the owner or the owner's agent, or any one of them, requiring the premises to be put into a proper condition as to cleanliness, or, if they see fit, requiring the occupants to quit the premises within such time as the local health officer may deem determines reasonable. If the persons so notified, or any of them, neglect or refuse to comply with the terms of the notice, the local health officer may cause the premises to be properly cleansed at the expense of the owner, or may close the premises, and the same shall may not be again occupied as a dwelling place until put in a proper sanitary condition in accordance with Title 17, chapter 91, subchapter 4 or Title 30-A, section 3106B. If the owner thereafter occupies or knowingly permits the same to be occupied without putting the same in proper sanitary condition, the owner shall forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $50 for each day that the premises remain unfit following written notification that the premises are unfit.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4ba0cea6_57d3_4a19][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2669fb23_8040_43bc_926f_b][bookmark: _PAR__6_114140f8_58d9_4923_b749_fa78f230][bookmark: _LINE__25_3b1b4b09_b288_4c31_bed4_c83390][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8b8a0b6b_9238_4ffc][bookmark: _LINE__26_e0af0dbe_48bc_4b15_9eb7_666642]Sec. 8.  22 MRSA §1561, as corrected by RR 2021, c. 2, Pt. B, §93, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__81ab3aa8_7152_4c71_b6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__175c4240_e174_4685_82eb_812b][bookmark: _PAR__8_47bb5edd_5438_4ad2_a08b_66f516b2][bookmark: _LINE__28_8c7d23bf_37c0_4636_8580_06c2f0][bookmark: _LINE__29_3bfdc143_ee12_499b_9342_4c5348][bookmark: _LINE__30_854bc134_0258_41d3_8df2_2aea0f][bookmark: _LINE__31_25a73ab5_2d10_4506_813a_c962f7][bookmark: _LINE__32_4bf16766_c80b_4bad_8252_c2f33d][bookmark: _LINE__33_ce2ee05c_f2c5_4a90_b6f1_33d7e9][bookmark: _LINE__34_8d95c535_d252_445b_adce_14a922][bookmark: _LINE__35_697f6365_2c05_40f0_8c3e_a7e225][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af2b3068_5ae2_44e8_8b][bookmark: _LINE__36_66b5b77b_a4b0_4746_993e_580c89]When any source of filth whether or not the cause of sickness is found on private property and determined to be potentially injurious to health, the owner or occupant thereof shall, within 24 hours after notice from the local health officer, at the owner's or occupant's own expense, remove or discontinue it. If the owner or occupant neglects to do so or unreasonably delays doing so, the owner or occupant forfeits a sum not exceeding $300. The local health officer shall cause the nuisance to be removed or discontinued, and all expenses thereof must be repaid to the town by the owner or occupant or by the person who caused or permitted it.  Enforcement of this section must be in accordance with Title 17, chapter 91, subchapter 4 or Title 30-A, section 3106-B.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__70160cbd_d726_48e6_a012][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6d4d3218_503f_42d8_8dd6_867d][bookmark: _PAR__4_bea01fe1_4df1_43fc_a7fa_97bd5a65][bookmark: _LINE__6_6cdd9b10_3d6f_4f9b_a951_3370977][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39bd90a2_4c7e_4d24_904][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3b046a9f_f6ba_4602_8ff][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c18d6b90_c0a1_4ea2_9e]B.  The litter control provisions of Title 17, chapter 80; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__772212bd_6a8e_4579_a8b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fd635985_09ee_418f_b5f6_489e][bookmark: _PAR__5_6a2616fc_cf16_402d_ba5c_a449cba2][bookmark: _LINE__7_441a8395_2c28_4220_a05b_84a0f1c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__96371cae_a372_4f16_80b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db2fafb4_7b78_4523_80][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ab548e85_791e_43a2_a49][bookmark: _LINE__8_b0b13e46_2d4c_406f_b95d_de75294][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__97d5f9e1_0052_41bf_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__202168b7_9e68_4ed8_8c]C.  The abatement of nuisance and dangerous buildings provisions of Title 17, chapter 91.;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2dafd5eb_d7d1_407e_bb28][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f766871f_18d3_48d6_8781_8e4f][bookmark: _PAR__6_8cd367a5_43ef_44f6_8162_176a72b2][bookmark: _LINE__9_224aabe8_058c_42d5_81e3_dc8e695][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__142ab749_c9f2_49b7_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39f9e2eb_03eb_40c7_888]D.  The cleanliness and source of filth provisions in Title 22, section 461 and 1561; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__07bae9ae_f6bd_47eb_99a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__181ffafb_da67_4070_bef6_6c47][bookmark: _PAR__7_ac3bcb19_368f_425e_be5e_bd33424b][bookmark: _LINE__10_107384cb_a529_462f_8ab4_a2c1b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8876ddc5_b6f7_4108_b09][bookmark: _LINE__11_42563327_40ec_4c50_b2b9_553a3e]E.  For subject property that is abandoned, the abandoned property provisions of section 3106-B.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__f5d4f1f5_6319_4c6a_bc1f_826892][bookmark: _PAR__8_356f7230_d553_454c_ae21_785da1d7][bookmark: _LINE__12_3e4229ed_8d97_48f9_b5ac_3af35f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7a43a327_a4d3_468a_a5e9_bd043fbb][bookmark: _LINE__13_29902633_33f8_463e_a7dd_4e4dfe][bookmark: _LINE__14_04bdf47a_2e35_4cfb_86bc_12b85a][bookmark: _LINE__15_dd34a3cd_6292_423f_97fb_7b0177]This bill expands the authority of local municipal health and code enforcement officials to enforce laws pertaining to properties that are dangerous, a nuisance or abandoned and constitute a threat to public health or safety.
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