130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Increase Transparency in Political Communications
L.D. 
An Act To Increase Transparency in Political Communications
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__50bae827_1ef7_490c_909][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__4a31f099_2bd1_4c86_af20_ac88f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__eaec95d1_88e7_4ccc_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_acf5ca20_e27d_4405_8684_535321b][bookmark: _PAR__1_86729d66_2509_45a1_b2af_84de6723][bookmark: _LINE__1_a188157c_b26d_40fa_9d8d_cf5e9bc]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7b4d2d80_99d2_406b_9276][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc44313b_b20d_4f59_81eb_07c][bookmark: _PAR__5_778af245_df3a_4cce_87c1_e26122ed][bookmark: _LINE__12_e9b7fb15_1758_4dbb_948e_085256][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f7ae6a0d_7a0f_4712_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__32598edb_3203_48ca_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cb6c1bc2_ff01_487c_9ed][bookmark: _LINE__13_effbdfb9_5ff7_4381_9c16_61f2e6][bookmark: _LINE__14_d155ce10_3f6c_43bd_8db9_10f421][bookmark: _LINE__15_13fa44c8_e10c_4526_aabe_4ec383][bookmark: _LINE__16_c3247734_ccad_4d87_bcc4_8eaf2a][bookmark: _LINE__17_33034e26_fdec_4aff_a993_84a515][bookmark: _LINE__18_eaebf063_6e1a_4add_950c_a28718][bookmark: _LINE__19_f4697a60_15f8_45e4_81a7_a9b636][bookmark: _LINE__20_f2a0b595_1014_4105_87ee_569f46][bookmark: _LINE__21_92dccc31_0a8c_421b_8df9_52a3c9][bookmark: _LINE__22_3f509645_4387_4d04_a2a5_0d5d81][bookmark: _LINE__23_713a5914_6504_48a2_85e9_0fd1cb]5-A.  Communication in the guise of news.  A communication in the guise of news that otherwise meets the criteria of subsection 1, 2 or 2-A or Internet and e-mail activities costing less than $100, as excluded by rule of the commission, published or paid for by an individual who is not required to register or file campaign finance reports with the commission and who is employed by a candidate, candidate's authorized campaign committee, party committee, political action committee or ballot question committee or an agent of a candidate, candidate's authorized campaign committee, party committee, political action committee or ballot question committee must disclose in an audio or video communication or at the top of the page of a printed, e-mail or Internet post communication "PAID FOR BY (insert name of employer)."  If the communication is a printed, e-mail or Internet post communication, the disclosure must be in capital letters and in at least 12-point bold font.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_c72a8445_11fd_465e_83c5_ee68efd4][bookmark: _LINE__25_6da5feb1_8cc0_4947_b8c8_173d8d][bookmark: _LINE__26_4d9b382c_d440_49d7_93fe_f473e0][bookmark: _LINE__27_e9589ecf_f78a_45cc_9fa0_2914c3][bookmark: _LINE__28_0ac1a3eb_8203_4a9c_b6d9_3365fa][bookmark: _LINE__29_53a61dde_f3a2_414e_8b6c_ae0d60][bookmark: _LINE__30_17140357_c0e3_4d9a_a7b1_e18ab8][bookmark: _LINE__31_41888764_e879_4c9e_bb68_4ef128][bookmark: _LINE__32_0dc3e66f_a784_4bb1_9a2f_6a07b4][bookmark: _LINE__33_016f7123_efb0_4837_a9b1_53b585][bookmark: _LINE__34_31df3870_45e1_4c42_8103_5eae6f]This bill provides that a political communication that is in the guise of news that otherwise meets the criteria of political communication or is an Internet or e-mail activity costing less than $100 published or paid for by an individual employed by a candidate, candidate's authorized campaign committee, party committee, political action committee or ballot question committee or an agent of a candidate, candidate's authorized campaign committee, party committee, political action committee or ballot question committee must disclose in an audio or video communication or at the top of the page of a printed, e-mail or Internet post communication "PAID FOR BY (insert name of employer)."  If the communication is a printed, e-mail or Internet post communication, the disclosure must be in capital letters and in at least 12-point bold font.
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