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An Act Regarding the Supply of Water to the Town of New Sharon
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__33c569c6_eaa7_4d12_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__e71cede7_4e00_400c_9652_6f061][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__6f6bef96_4a89_42ba_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_63f89506_5054_43eb_9a3c_3f7a4f9][bookmark: _PAR__1_b4a21791_2327_4ba3_baed_ffa31df8][bookmark: _LINE__1_816af1ed_3e0d_44f7_a032_49b3ba0][bookmark: _LINE__2_005866bc_8eed_436c_ac32_0ac2674]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_e3dbf833_98fd_4ed1_b832_71826776][bookmark: _LINE__3_0e59ff38_9b00_4b05_bf59_79ad44a][bookmark: _LINE__4_abe0c6f7_7e07_4fa8_82c3_442753a]Whereas, the New Sharon Water District has struggled to maintain consistent membership on its board of trustees for over a year; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0bc97ea4_1373_4381_9337_df977ac7][bookmark: _LINE__5_439c4c51_638d_40af_822d_47722ea][bookmark: _LINE__6_f5badf30_0216_4e99_bbec_98eb1f3]Whereas, the current board of trustees and the select board of the Town of New Sharon recognize that stability is necessary for ratepayers to be properly served; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_055b0c4b_a877_4da3_bd69_7a3dc974][bookmark: _LINE__7_3f50930e_0a99_4e2a_922d_8a27d7d][bookmark: _LINE__8_0ac90d70_0eeb_4f9e_9534_f21adc5][bookmark: _LINE__9_168d2f17_2cbf_4354_88f7_f8fc6ab]Whereas, this legislation must take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period to authorize submission of the issue of dissolution of the New Sharon Water District to the voters of the Town of New Sharon at the June 2025 primary; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3753550e_db69_46b9_a637_6a23333c][bookmark: _LINE__10_36faf4ca_c0fc_4c48_b204_0bc99b][bookmark: _LINE__11_9a518362_f96f_4e24_9456_0c1448][bookmark: _LINE__12_746b71e6_0bf5_4239_b649_ebe278][bookmark: _LINE__13_fd79bae4_f896_415c_8208_5201ac]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c6e50fbe_b335_4411_a51][bookmark: _PAR__6_03bd0fff_d25b_40b4_8e52_8bf96ec7][bookmark: _LINE__14_b48025d9_aa12_413c_a9db_bf99b0]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__96b115b9_1f8c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__13a2b1e5_fa46_4aaf_bf][bookmark: _PAR__7_9a9fca57_b600_4230_90bf_afd40c2d][bookmark: _LINE__15_00c62c41_96a6_4f6b_9a38_f2baa0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__febd3819_95ca_46a2]Sec. 1.  P&SL 1967, c. 29, as amended by P&SL 1989, c. 19, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e9d1ffc3_3a16][bookmark: _PAR__8_e6ac345d_c79f_4faf_bff6_747b211e][bookmark: _LINE__16_3de222ee_ac1b_474d_aa70_62abd8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__52b67367_cc1b_468f][bookmark: _LINE__17_d014c5ad_2a66_4287_bf1a_399557][bookmark: _LINE__18_ae2e4569_237f_4a35_9bdd_00b59c]Sec. 2.  Transfer of assets of New Sharon Water District.  The New Sharon Water District shall expeditiously convey, assign and transfer to the Town of New Sharon, for no consideration:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ceaac48f_ba4f_4de1_ada5_69ff6ba2][bookmark: _LINE__19_babb8ab9_262c_45b5_9f54_cfb07b][bookmark: _LINE__20_d7c457a1_f5a4_4500_bc5c_deeb6d][bookmark: _LINE__21_d7235589_138d_4f72_b485_8ab4a4][bookmark: _LINE__22_9f21559f_99df_46ef_81cb_f3e899][bookmark: _LINE__23_4f3670f8_be0a_47f1_a407_3a5adc]1.  All physical and intangible assets of the New Sharon Water District, including all cash, lands, water rights, waters, dams, reservoirs, mains, pipes, service pipes, hydrants, gates, gate-boxes, fixtures, machinery, tools, apparatus, appliances, structures and any other physical element necessary and convenient for providing pure water for domestic, commercial, sanitary and municipal purposes; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_4d975302_d385_48ea_9554_21aba54][bookmark: _LINE__24_da28d66e_f053_4543_9f5e_63008e][bookmark: _LINE__25_1d086dca_3479_4616_a75a_7a7b2d][bookmark: _LINE__26_aa3b71b5_d3fa_4aea_845e_965f42][bookmark: _LINE__27_1bc1954a_be53_43b8_9e53_865c10] 2. All existing contracts or other obligations between the New Sharon Water District and any 3rd party. All property, contracts, obligations and franchises of the New Sharon Water District must be conveyed subject to all debentures, bonds, mortgages, liens and encumbrances thereon, all of which must be assumed by the Town of New Sharon.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2ad3bcd6_ba90][bookmark: _PAR__11_237c39c9_cba8_4317_bb35_04cb681][bookmark: _LINE__28_8232e7fb_e505_4636_9cff_94811a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__919eadf1_9d06_43e7][bookmark: _LINE__29_c2d69efa_2811_4307_9df1_802d86][bookmark: _LINE__30_e3c563a5_9f51_4cf3_804d_793499][bookmark: _LINE__31_51637585_0a65_4950_9642_a3b23b][bookmark: _LINE__32_a7a5ab77_81e9_47c7_9c2e_bcea12][bookmark: _LINE__33_b4d7e686_f875_48c0_b29a_e61b8b]Sec. 3.  Contractual obligations not impaired.  In order to avoid any unconstitutional impairment of existing contractual rights, the Town of New Sharon and, if necessary, the New Sharon Water District shall enter into any and all contractual agreements necessary for the Town of New Sharon to fulfill any contractual obligations of the New Sharon Water District, including any existing financial obligations to the New Sharon Water District's bondholders.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__eddd9bb7_7bfc][bookmark: _PAR__12_3e1e5544_e88f_4485_bb2a_efafa25][bookmark: _LINE__34_9119d156_7b6c_4384_bf11_69efa6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b2e2fa16_bd31_4e9e][bookmark: _LINE__35_11308654_dad6_41c7_b62d_d8dc83][bookmark: _LINE__36_4bbd115b_2c9b_41ff_8f6e_d2b6ea][bookmark: _LINE__37_769440e1_1e50_4666_a3c3_d727f2][bookmark: _LINE__38_8f7e989f_1381_460e_9dea_e4d7b2][bookmark: _LINE__39_94137468_bfb7_4e28_9a8b_57ad53][bookmark: _LINE__40_9fdbca18_b62e_4ff1_a67d_d3fb5f][bookmark: _LINE__41_f236f577_03e2_41f8_83ad_efcfae][bookmark: _LINE__42_ee9a5561_0223_4f24_b77a_c8155d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__89ae737f_be33_4519_8c29_d3d][bookmark: _PAGE__2_a693577b_8b6e_4418_9c44_c9627ac][bookmark: _PAR__1_a477d900_85c2_44e6_b152_a1e24aa3][bookmark: _LINE__1_97476ccb_b908_4710_b74b_7d3cf81][bookmark: _LINE__2_fa2efa50_c92d_4084_bec7_00058b5][bookmark: _LINE__3_8ee8110e_1f7d_4ae1_ae99_99e9ca4][bookmark: _LINE__4_202cff56_ac32_4684_884b_649712c][bookmark: _LINE__5_a0f65257_d213_4616_9e3f_32d288e]Sec. 4.  Pledge of revenues.  In order to carry out the purposes of this Act and notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 5772, the Town of New Sharon is authorized to issue its notes or bonds in the form of either a general obligation pledge or a revenue pledge, as the municipal officer may determine, to replace or refinance any or all of the existing debts or obligations of the New Sharon Water District and is authorized to deliver other instruments evidencing its assumption of the debts, obligations and other liabilities of the New Sharon Water District without the need for any further action or approval from the New Sharon select board or the voters of the Town of New Sharon. Any notes or bonds or other instruments evidencing the town's assumption of the debts, obligations and other liabilities of the New Sharon Water District may be issued in the amounts necessary to pay the principal of, premium, if any, on and interest on the debts, obligations and other liabilities of the New Sharon Water District and may mature up to but not later than the stated maturity date of the debts, obligations and other liabilities of the New Sharon Water District.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e5c9d9a2_cddf][bookmark: _PAR__2_b0758518_ddfd_4fb7_bb69_326928f7][bookmark: _LINE__6_71f8f865_a3b3_4b75_b667_72f359c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c89b8c6f_2c1d_4e87][bookmark: _LINE__7_e0c2e2de_55a6_4cc4_9c71_eedd038][bookmark: _LINE__8_50897873_31d8_47d4_9dab_38b969f][bookmark: _LINE__9_5a3a926e_b899_47d1_ae5c_02ce6a1][bookmark: _LINE__10_99a3bd81_0309_4718_9c16_74bb19]Sec. 5.  Corporate successor to New Sharon Water District.  For purposes of assuming all debts and obligations of the New Sharon Water District, the Town of New Sharon is the corporate successor to the New Sharon Water District upon the transfer of the assets and obligations of the New Sharon Water District to the Town of New Sharon pursuant to this Act.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6bc095bb_2064][bookmark: _PAR__3_2edd4f36_2524_4d89_a078_8a5ecdad][bookmark: _LINE__11_4421bca1_ef07_4e1e_8d92_34681e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__830f32b9_e00c_4151][bookmark: _LINE__12_4b2e0f42_1523_4d39_9096_6826fd][bookmark: _LINE__13_cdf115b9_6888_48c6_8c8c_ea5033][bookmark: _LINE__14_8cb485c6_c7f6_47d9_9e74_8f2d6e][bookmark: _LINE__15_0147351a_da88_4bc6_b78c_c78755][bookmark: _LINE__16_359f5c05_3139_4501_a9d5_649aaf][bookmark: _LINE__17_aa4f9cae_389e_410b_96da_7acb2d][bookmark: _LINE__18_91aab661_f6ba_43ab_8a94_a5fb02][bookmark: _LINE__19_f8e96adb_19b9_4a9f_97b1_33aaf5][bookmark: _LINE__20_340d2594_1b46_42b3_bef5_f8af9d][bookmark: _LINE__21_f4104a29_b5b5_4334_a83a_1e3428]Sec. 6.  Referendum; effective date.  This Act takes effect when approved only for the purpose of permitting its submission to the legal voters within the Town of New Sharon at a referendum called for that purpose and held after March 1, 2025, but within 3 years after the effective date of this Act.  The referendum must be called by the municipal officers of the town and must be held at the town's regular voting places.  The referendum must be called, advertised and conducted according to the law relating to municipal elections.  The registrar shall make a complete list of all the eligible voters of the Town of New Sharon.  The list prepared by the registrar governs the eligibility of a voter.  For the purpose of registration of voters, the registrar of voters must be in session the regular workday preceding the referendum.  The subject matter of this Act is reduced to the following question:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_df5cb7e2_98f9_4a3c_a743_f31543ca][bookmark: _LINE__22_d3c79761_0f31_43e5_8628_dc5bb2][bookmark: _LINE__23_24b1ebb7_9256_45e0_83cc_3d86ab][bookmark: _LINE__24_f383dd71_0239_4c3d_b21e_3f9469][bookmark: _LINE__25_d1d05f4d_273e_42a0_9292_25360e]"Do you favor the New Sharon Water District turning over all assets, liabilities and responsibilities to the Town of New Sharon for the purposes of providing drinking water and fire protection to existing and future customers?"
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4414551b_4dc0_477f_908d_78a335f1][bookmark: _LINE__26_5540094b_fa12_4a21_b634_d5580e][bookmark: _LINE__27_5d0df964_b55e_4758_96d1_19a9e2][bookmark: _LINE__28_43c89a2b_d6b4_4e40_9160_cc0fe6][bookmark: _LINE__29_0fcc3e4c_6e51_4ac9_b663_b4711a][bookmark: _LINE__30_b89c9c30_53d1_4c62_a51f_995a08][bookmark: _LINE__31_81b46717_82a2_42a6_b5c1_9ee1f7][bookmark: _LINE__32_a3342385_8709_48d6_8042_c6da59][bookmark: _LINE__33_0bf056bf_a009_467e_80bc_6a12b7][bookmark: _LINE__34_f29a08e7_b3c8_4e09_bc90_6fe307][bookmark: _LINE__35_59a59d1e_32b0_48ab_b04d_fca6e6][bookmark: _LINE__36_3bd4d083_aa6e_4d75_980f_8630f5][bookmark: _LINE__37_64028052_5d7f_48a2_bc0b_ea13fb]The voters shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the word "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same.  The results must be declared by the municipal officers of the Town of New Sharon and due certificate of the results filed by the clerk with the Secretary of State.  This Act takes effect for all other purposes immediately upon its approval by a majority of the legal voters of the Town of New Sharon voting at the referendum.  Failure to achieve the necessary approval in any referendum does not prohibit subsequent referenda consistent with this section, as long as the referenda are held within 3 years after the effective date of this Act.  If, after March 1, 2025, but prior to approval of this Act, a referendum on the question specified in this section is held in accordance with this section and a majority of the legal voters of the Town of New Sharon voting at the referendum cast votes in favor of the question and due certificate of the results are filed with the Secretary of State, this Act takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__3281423c_8777_4dc0_a8][bookmark: _PAR__6_869dcd0d_47b9_4ada_ba07_71490e81][bookmark: _LINE__38_628fc177_1741_401e_8c05_9036aa][bookmark: _LINE__39_1e9187db_3a5b_4354_a34c_9c83e2]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7492ee11_7829_4502_9d22_6d858c][bookmark: _PAR__7_54e43754_e562_4643_84a4_a90e4189][bookmark: _LINE__40_5b2e982a_865f_47b0_ae90_b09048]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_659f2a5f_4aed_440b_9fb5_cfb4e41d][bookmark: _LINE__41_4a01348b_7ef9_4936_ad7a_e46fd6][bookmark: _LINE__42_b2d5f069_9999_42e2_8f3d_4c84e0]This bill repeals the charter of the New Sharon Water District and directs the Town of New Sharon to take up the district's assets, liabilities and responsibilities.
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