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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2437d44d_97cf_4e15_b051_8a23][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7f533cc8_3a52_47be_b3b][bookmark: _PAR__12_60662b53_70d5_4f7b_bf6f_28212a7][bookmark: _LINE__18_2c08794e_44f5_4062_aa10_d0282c][bookmark: _LINE__19_ca8efc23_abbf_41ad_ae38_526fb8][bookmark: _LINE__20_2c10cc25_8a33_4680_924d_40de98][bookmark: _LINE__21_7cc1c4c7_7fe9_4b3a_aec8_1e9f9b][bookmark: _LINE__22_b4867d3a_0ef6_4201_a5d5_8f9fa7][bookmark: _LINE__23_791bb5f9_bf59_4de7_b718_421a52]The Legislature recognizes that the harvesting of wildlife by hunting, fishing or trapping is a valued part of the cultural heritage of this State. The Legislature further recognizes that such activities perform an essential role in the State's economy and in funding the State's management programs for game and nongame species alike and that such activities have also come to perform an important and sometimes critical role in the biological management of certain natural communities within this State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__79196214_5083_4574_9a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1ac61a74_b8d3_4dd8_982e_119d][bookmark: _PAR__13_81095ccc_4ca0_4106_8a93_2424842][bookmark: _LINE__24_5c98dd31_cfc9_46b6_8119_0716f4][bookmark: _LINE__25_3b50cb25_b713_42eb_9952_9c7e6d][bookmark: _LINE__26_39f4ea29_b5d2_4403_8f3f_2d6ebb][bookmark: _LINE__27_dfe8a856_a24a_4c81_adba_b2147d][bookmark: _LINE__28_c6b60846_6103_4518_86e6_ef517c][bookmark: _LINE__29_c2785b0e_2420_456f_94af_fdc50a][bookmark: _LINE__30_6c994f22_980e_4d1d_9ccc_3de188][bookmark: _LINE__31_487f1713_3f6d_47b6_a625_a01785]In recognition of this cultural heritage and the tradition of stewardship it embodies; in recognition of the important role that the harvesting of wildlife by hunting, fishing or trapping perform in this State's economy and in the preservation and management of the State's natural communities; and pursuant to the right to food as declared in the Constitution of Maine, Article I, Section 25, the Legislature declares that the people of this State have the right to harvest wildlife by hunting, fishing or trapping, subject to the applicable laws, rules and regulations authorized pursuant to this Title, which the department shall vigorously enforce.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__275a584f_a256_405a_89b1_ad48c5][bookmark: _PAR__14_b90e07fe_30f2_41dd_a4da_48ebdd8][bookmark: _LINE__32_89617207_551b_4b11_b946_5cfa4a]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__15_fbf1b630_5fc1_47e9_85a5_927b4a4][bookmark: _LINE__33_d5f058cd_3821_4c1d_adf7_bbbe89][bookmark: _LINE__34_97b39807_97f4_4440_8db9_f5d4bb][bookmark: _LINE__35_8a8844bb_98cc_4504_8bb3_19539a][bookmark: _LINE__36_32f3ece7_7ec1_4873_bf77_f0fdb0]This bill defines the verb "harvest" for the marine resources laws and the inland fisheries and wildlife laws.  The bill provides that the people of this State have the right to harvest wildlife by hunting, fishing or trapping, subject to applicable laws, rules and regulations.
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