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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__1b4b131f_2519_4f11_916f][bookmark: _PAR__2_2d5765f2_6b56_452e_acd6_f056ebae][bookmark: _LINE__4_9561b5a8_a1a7_406c_a9ff_b0cdec7][bookmark: _LINE__5_6ad2adba_9b2b_431f_b95a_75a8104][bookmark: _LINE__6_046958b0_b0d6_4ae5_b646_ce35579]WHEREAS, nearly 2 decades after the attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, United States troops continue to wage war in Iraq, Afghanistan and other parts of the world; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e6f18992_d0fd_423b_b2db][bookmark: _PAR__4_e670e514_ed3c_41a4_a598_bf9c24d6][bookmark: _LINE__9_134f715a_c78b_48ce_8e25_e395398][bookmark: _LINE__10_e909c1de_ae7b_49c8_ac04_dbe10e]WHEREAS, the war on terrorism, the "forever war" or "endless war" as many call it, has been used as the basis for an ever-expanding range of military actions; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__5a816305_c26e_43e9_a3fb][bookmark: _PAR__5_d8113f4f_9b54_4e4e_aa73_d5570e0b][bookmark: _LINE__11_4d033add_b73f_4fe4_8cf5_d83f85][bookmark: _LINE__12_27999e0b_629e_4dfd_a979_eb61d3][bookmark: _LINE__13_aa559f5a_8228_4048_979f_33c425][bookmark: _LINE__14_81388887_ac65_4545_a7b3_ab25b5]WHEREAS, James Madison wrote to Thomas Jefferson in 1798, "The constitution supposes, what the History of all Governments demonstrates that the Executive is the branch of power most interested in war . . . . It has accordingly with studied care, vested the question of war in the Legislature"; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__c60504ab_0c1e_428a_b151][bookmark: _PAR__6_701fe1d6_2fa3_4cca_a2c2_62efab67][bookmark: _LINE__15_97a935b3_f9d1_46a7_ae7f_105c6f][bookmark: _LINE__16_abecea50_19af_48dc_9d89_f03e83][bookmark: _LINE__17_bb902a96_446a_4b91_89f3_df1fdd]WHEREAS, Congress has mostly abdicated its Article I responsibilities to authorize and oversee military actions by extensive, potentially permanent delegations of congressional war powers; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__93024d9b_c688_49fc_9cd1][bookmark: _PAR__7_cc963dd3_c787_4bc8_8dec_5ed01495][bookmark: _LINE__18_0faa840d_722e_42d1_8702_9d009f][bookmark: _LINE__19_ef5f34d2_fd68_45c5_a7fa_9c65be][bookmark: _LINE__20_2ae04bed_05ac_4846_9974_829186][bookmark: _LINE__21_dd46649b_5d1d_43c8_8a6d_88ae77][bookmark: _LINE__22_50e9ada3_03b3_487a_aeb7_b3da36]WHEREAS, the Authorization for Use of Military Force passed after the September 11 attacks has now been in effect for more than twice as long as the 1964-1971 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which gave President Lyndon B. Johnson authorization, without a formal declaration of war by Congress, for the use of conventional military force in Southeast Asia; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e1f5cb70_122b_4cd7_9801][bookmark: _PAR__8_e88436cb_de1a_4725_8766_292aec31][bookmark: _LINE__23_548947cb_040a_440b_b730_e1c842][bookmark: _LINE__24_dd67d505_4f1b_4f98_81e3_e2abdd][bookmark: _LINE__25_1b1e4dea_f0c3_458e_9385_d8baec]WHEREAS, the United States Department of Defense's 2018 National Defense Strategy outlines a scenario where great power competition, rather than counterterrorism, drives the department's decision making and use of force; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__5985c530_7b1e_4640_9317][bookmark: _PAR__9_4843a8f9_2750_4613_9d49_58e5045e][bookmark: _LINE__26_09f92043_83f1_4ecf_a10b_76e179][bookmark: _LINE__27_a65f3947_f861_4897_aa7d_591dc4][bookmark: _LINE__28_a836eeb1_7202_4718_a8e8_824047][bookmark: _LINE__29_d34e5284_4d22_4ee2_8f55_d0d578]WHEREAS, a growing number of foreign policy officials have begun to advocate for a drawdown in the Middle East and Central Asia because of the opportunity costs to America's mission of balancing its strength against the so-called revisionist powers of China and Russia; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__4930db16_780e_46f0_a18f][bookmark: _PAR__10_7ef1cda3_9a44_4dba_83b8_2e2d3f5][bookmark: _LINE__30_3c38e2f8_cd20_4775_927e_b897b5][bookmark: _LINE__31_a4f48eb8_8e6f_49ce_8e08_0f8747][bookmark: _LINE__32_73746cb0_e489_499f_ae35_82d0a4]WHEREAS, the emphasis on bolstering a deterrent posture in Asia and Europe should have an attendant impact that reduces the United States military's activities in the Middle East, Africa and the Western Hemisphere; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__4299ded6_9073_4fb8_a29e][bookmark: _PAR__11_4ce1337f_d168_45e2_afe7_146980a][bookmark: _LINE__33_210d7971_db22_4594_a1c9_19a1e2][bookmark: _LINE__34_37254e4b_3152_43b1_b363_370a59][bookmark: _LINE__35_427b9972_c3d3_43a7_a894_bfb747]WHEREAS, from global pandemics to the support of weak and fragile states, the United States faces an unprecedented number of complex global threats that cannot be solved by military power alone; and
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__6f756ba8_5724_45e0_9309_8dbf4][bookmark: _PAR__14_9f92bcbd_1f26_40d8_8298_737d58f][bookmark: _LINE__42_26a3af02_d7e4_461e_887e_cc2bc7][bookmark: _LINE__43_75af3096_6c44_45f0_bb5c_8658a0][bookmark: _LINE__44_c02517a2_667a_47ba_bdd2_8dcf4d][bookmark: _LINE__45_acde3cc1_bc81_45bb_bf98_d1e058]RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that the Congress of the United States work to renew a proper constitutional balance in American foreign policy decision making by repealing and replacing outdated authorizations for the use of military force; and be it further
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[bookmark: _RESOLVED__62250c23_9456_43a3_aa3e_dcf54][bookmark: _PAR__2_70dfb688_64e6_4285_b545_223edd88][bookmark: _LINE__4_5aaa34b6_4c9c_4814_ad72_91b4548][bookmark: _LINE__5_b3de6ea8_faae_4dcb_a31f_e8cf096][bookmark: _LINE__6_54b2d552_1981_447c_84e3_059d1f0][bookmark: _LINE__7_34c05343_dcf3_42c7_9033_af2a02b]RESOLVED: That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State, be transmitted to the Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the United States; the President of the United States Senate; the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States; and each Member of the Maine Congressional Delegation.
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