131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Protect Utility Customers and Improve Disclosure of Political and Advertising Spending by Public Utilities and Their Affiliates
L.D. 
An Act to Protect Utility Customers and Improve Disclosure of Political and Advertising Spending by Public Utilities and Their Affiliates
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f49a7a7c_c0b2_46db][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ffd7f329_a956_4f4c_80e3_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2f52e884_c816_4e46_b2][bookmark: _PAR__2_4bf0d478_1a24_4639_8486_94539a69][bookmark: _LINE__2_ef677f8c_906a_41ab_a823_767347b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8e5df019_0e30_416e][bookmark: _LINE__3_64d053c0_d9b6_4719_8e97_8ad6197]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §302, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c91d185_ce98_485c_8eec][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8100ccef_4409_48b9_bc71_cc62][bookmark: _PAR__7_2c00cc7f_9f90_421e_aad3_eb6700c7][bookmark: _LINE__14_37c3cee1_d39e_422e_8224_090c19][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e031cfec_7a77_4a25_a7e][bookmark: _LINE__15_2ff1d0cb_1643_4658_947e_7d3f95][bookmark: _LINE__16_527f526d_085f_450c_a1fc_c17e5f][bookmark: _LINE__17_08f657e5_5610_45da_9dfa_8e3dba][bookmark: _LINE__18_08410e51_34a9_4979_b1ec_01892c][bookmark: _LINE__19_6782a813_dd51_4219_9ef5_51f717]C. Educational expenditures, as defined by the commission by rule under section 302‑A, in excess of $1,000 per month unless preapproved by the commission as serving a public necessity. Educational expenditures include any expenditures relating to educational information delivered to the public or to utility customers by radio, television, the Internet, print and other media or through sponsorships, paid endorsements and public relations campaigns. 
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_58465be7_4821_471f_ac8b_9280c946][bookmark: _LINE__7_bc0a7ff8_cb6d_49c3_9329_50670d6][bookmark: _LINE__8_2a131613_bfdb_4135_959b_77b4c0f][bookmark: _LINE__9_f16c011a_59a4_4732_9336_7da2188][bookmark: _LINE__10_08ef261e_2cac_4f70_81b5_037645][bookmark: _LINE__11_56b7ff63_ef60_4974_b611_2b9ec8][bookmark: _LINE__12_4ee30cee_b99e_4580_b59e_bf97f9][bookmark: _LINE__13_4a54c63e_c235_4ffe_b576_a67db2][bookmark: _LINE__14_721edf6d_3b59_4503_9fe2_da84dd][bookmark: _LINE__15_ba8842c5_9e78_4715_b658_a38f59][bookmark: _LINE__16_1bf4b8e1_412a_45a9_a600_cb9cd8][bookmark: _LINE__17_8b7332ec_5ecc_438d_9c33_3ae04c][bookmark: _LINE__18_7d4c0e0b_fb3b_4935_9ea7_c10c4b]This bill prohibits a public utility from including in operating expenses costs, whether incurred by the public utility or an affiliated interest, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 707, subsection 1, paragraph A, associated with educational expenditures in excess of $1,000, political contributions and charitable contributions.  A public utility may include in operating expenses costs for educational expenditures in excess of $1,000 with the preapproval of the Public Utilities Commission. The bill requires a public utility to file an annual report with the commission of the political, charitable and educational expenses of the utility and its affiliated interests. If a public utility or an affiliated interest engages in major political activities, it must also file a quarterly report with the commission. The bill requires commission rules regarding charitable contributions and educational expenditures by a public utility or an affiliated interest to be major substantive rules.
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