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An Act to Amend the Mandated Reporter Laws Regarding Medical Records, Additional Information and Immunity
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f3c5e7ca_a3e9_4f93_8ab9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__354b8d1c_e4f4_4003_ad78_646][bookmark: _PAR__3_23cba822_3543_4ee8_b722_a4faad95][bookmark: _LINE__3_9098473f_af97_40d8_924e_136bf0c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__954867f4_2771_436a_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7ab1eb5b_7055_424b_99][bookmark: _LINE__4_a438a3ed_20a5_4a3b_b00c_81d94ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5bea08a_03a6_4622_b96][bookmark: _LINE__5_b6fa662b_4a77_410d_9aef_97e5f67][bookmark: _LINE__6_0555c172_a903_44fc_8649_f3cab9a][bookmark: _LINE__7_5708edc9_1177_461e_848e_6de36e7][bookmark: _LINE__8_ae70eaa5_7705_4260_a0ac_2bb7460][bookmark: _LINE__9_af48ca85_a753_4cf3_b6d2_7f4a722][bookmark: _LINE__10_659b44ab_7508_4a3e_9267_ae8b74][bookmark: _LINE__11_479b3ad1_e62c_46a7_a574_317ff3][bookmark: _LINE__12_922ee86c_662a_4795_a8eb_771e3b][bookmark: _LINE__13_419375ee_3d40_4da1_93cd_78c7f1][bookmark: _LINE__14_51b12188_da83_4007_914a_cc171a][bookmark: _LINE__15_08434c3b_1117_40f2_a5dd_7ab08d]2-A.  Documentation of abuse, neglect or exploitation in medical records or other reports shared with 3rd parties.  This section does not require a reporter under this section acting in the reporter's professional capacity to report suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation of an incapacitated or dependent adult in the adult's medical record or other report shared with a person outside of the reporter's office or place of business.  If a reporter under this section documents suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation of an incapacitated or dependent adult in the adult's medical record or other report that is shared with a person outside of the reporter's office or place of business and the reporter subsequently receives additional information that may dispute or counter the documented suspicion, the reporter shall, subject to the approval of the involved adult or the involved adult's legal guardian, add the additional information to the medical record or other report and forward the amended medical record or other report to every person outside the reporter's office or place or business that received the medical record or report from the reporter.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0a7fc910_8930_433a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8693368b_9752_45e9_b838_5][bookmark: _PAR__6_2626b506_2d1f_4b27_b0d2_ac2013d7][bookmark: _LINE__27_22150401_720d_44bb_ae4d_172dc6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7b21a66b_7512_462a]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §3477, sub-§9 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f84b453c_adfb_4914_bc1c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aa49b243_3b3f_4019_b1b7_445][bookmark: _PAR__7_2c959e3c_4047_47fd_91e8_3fd387de][bookmark: _LINE__28_e07450f0_dfae_463d_b8b2_3ff954][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f0e2e62_43d2_480c_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__da63b360_e45a_4e16_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0d3f55c_ab7e_46f3_a0f][bookmark: _LINE__29_c32b9b73_869c_416e_97c6_2b7e49]9.  Violations.  In addition to a penalty under section 3475, a person who violates this section must be investigated by the department.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_dbc6cc2c_7eaf_40fc_b1a4_57c5bbf6][bookmark: _LINE__28_89a8bcbc_4fb7_4180_a273_5e79e6][bookmark: _LINE__29_8c46d2d6_0be1_4973_b048_7ee546][bookmark: _LINE__30_1b71e571_3089_4544_a120_5f490b][bookmark: _LINE__31_5187d9e3_5ded_452b_9801_c54e34][bookmark: _LINE__32_0995de7b_6053_4781_bb05_39fc6f][bookmark: _LINE__33_76298c6e_b655_47aa_844e_5fbaee][bookmark: _LINE__34_fe45c87a_05c0_4c96_91bf_5fee9b][bookmark: _LINE__35_a023dcfd_dfa6_4b4b_95cd_78728f][bookmark: _LINE__36_be508139_698e_444e_a053_c2843a][bookmark: _LINE__37_faaf0cac_2df1_4082_8387_72986e][bookmark: _LINE__38_44614e9b_336b_4963_b536_e3fd21][bookmark: _LINE__39_bb1e8473_9848_400b_9e43_cac0d1][bookmark: _LINE__40_ec9a750c_9a42_4cdc_914f_613f3e][bookmark: _LINE__41_be8ba128_21a1_427f_bfc2_1d9855][bookmark: _LINE__42_3a09c20a_b261_438c_b5b0_fa0d74]This bill clarifies that mandated reporters are not required to document suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation in the subject's medical record or report shared to 3rd parties. Reports must still be made to the Department of Health and Human Services. If suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation is documented in a medical record or other report that is shared with a 3rd party outside of the reporter's office or place of business and the reporter subsequently discovers information that may dispute or counter a report of suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation, the reporter is required to add the subsequent information to the medical record or other report and forward the amended medical record or other report to every 3rd party who received the initial medical record or other report.  If a reporter discovers information that disputes or counters a report of abuse, neglect or exploitation provided to the Department of Health and Human Services, the reporter is required to forward the subsequent information to the department within 48 hours of discovery of the subsequent information. This bill excepts from immunity persons who violate the reporting laws or provide 3rd parties an unverified diagnosis or subjective opinion of abuse, neglect or exploitation.
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