130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Make the Shared Living Program Accessible for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism
L.D. 
An Act To Make the Shared Living Program Accessible for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__13cd3f02_0e4a_47c1_a93][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__49443f23_153a_4469_a2b9_8565][bookmark: _PAR__5_3c4c041a_a66d_4cb0_98fb_9868e8cd][bookmark: _LINE__9_cff7a6ef_d266_46e7_80f8_962be24][bookmark: _LINE__10_f8b4ce98_5d8a_4993_953b_cf472d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6158ebd3_e40b_4934_b7][bookmark: _LINE__11_03d288a5_6e6a_4b37_afe1_eed176][bookmark: _LINE__12_aefa4237_640c_4afe_9f80_19fe39][bookmark: _LINE__13_8f984f74_993d_451a_9cc0_7a0289]The department shall establish a contingency fund for use by community-based intermediate care facilities for persons with intellectual disabilities or autism, shared living residences and department clients residing in licensed boarding and foster homes or intermediate care facilities or participating in appropriate day treatment programs.  This fund must be used in accordance with the following provisions.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9cccbc7e_1686][bookmark: _PAR__15_e592973b_2f6d_437a_8e9a_80bce0e][bookmark: _LINE__34_fa83f0bc_6686_4708_856a_c7f835][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0a76a4a3_7811_4e81][bookmark: _LINE__35_c7f52217_51c8_4e37_bf82_7ef357][bookmark: _LINE__36_d8325400_007e_4f1b_9960_5a5793][bookmark: _LINE__37_d81c130b_96a4_4b7b_8ea4_9c358a][bookmark: _LINE__38_01a60e5e_2476_4443_8ba6_3ad08d][bookmark: _LINE__39_2a68e725_7d85_4101_a229_7a6eee][bookmark: _LINE__40_e539a6f9_a87b_4cac_b243_06cb2c]Sec. 7.  Shared living program working group.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall convene a working group to review the department's shared living program for persons with intellectual disabilities or autism and evaluate whether to modify the program to provide different stipend rates to shared living providers based on the needs of the person served.  The working group must include a person with intellectual disabilities or autism.  The department shall report the findings of the working group to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services by December 1, 2021.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_1036f9a7_d0f6_4923_9fd0_03210624][bookmark: _LINE__2_9b02311f_099d_43eb_8c49_e713e52][bookmark: _LINE__3_4935219c_c4d2_4ee8_8184_71130d3][bookmark: _LINE__4_270cc915_4098_4747_b26b_cfa5786][bookmark: _LINE__5_3ee55eb3_e8b7_4dc0_8ec6_27a15c9][bookmark: _LINE__6_9935493b_f74d_44d6_9c49_f9db0f7]This bill authorizes payment from the Department of Health and Human Services community-based services contingency fund for home accessibility adaptations to shared living residences.  It also requires the department to evaluate whether to modify the shared living program for persons with intellectual disabilities or autism to provide different stipend rates to shared living providers based on the needs of the persons served.
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