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An Act To Reform Payments to Legislators by Political Action Committees
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__611ae473_995b_4112_b0b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9be0971f_48b3_4933_bbf3_1889][bookmark: _PAR__6_811d1892_4b8d_45a7_8e9c_2c7e7353][bookmark: _LINE__14_f96c694a_dc84_4049_95db_9b98a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d2a31212_c462_41b2_86a][bookmark: _LINE__15_a636a216_9b5f_4132_90b0_a45b5b][bookmark: _LINE__16_b3d9acdf_54ec_4d1c_904b_ffcb26][bookmark: _LINE__17_f291dbd6_4f06_48ed_897f_1e3451][bookmark: _LINE__18_1bbefc31_673b_4ded_9fed_6f40d5][bookmark: _LINE__19_fb7f1ff3_4bda_49d2_a318_f3f0e2]B.  The political action committee may pay for or reimburse the Legislator for travel expenses, including the cost of fuel for the use of the Legislator's vehicle, incurred in the proper performance of the duties of the Legislator and for conducting activities for the political action committee.  The political action committee may not pay for or reimburse the Legislator for costs of repairing or maintaining the Legislator's vehicle or for accessories that are not necessary for the proper performance of the vehicle;
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[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d6e212b1_71b3_4ccc_9a34_90469f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_1471c99b_2526_40d0_8f42_8b132dc][bookmark: _PAR__1_bb70b9dc_f787_44e1_af4c_70caf568][bookmark: _LINE__1_3b85c4f4_3078_40f5_b141_9e2085d]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_deabc163_0a32_4d90_9768_67abcb2e][bookmark: _LINE__2_4208c48e_8aa0_4a2d_9b90_28833cc][bookmark: _LINE__3_21f28432_b96a_4f03_9a75_71046bd][bookmark: _LINE__4_667f1906_2b2a_4722_9f85_62725bf][bookmark: _LINE__5_ec526cdf_13c9_4cc3_b69d_cfbdebe]This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing payments to a Legislator by a political action committee if the Legislator is a principal officer or treasurer of the political action committee or is one of the individuals primarily responsible for raising contributions or making decisions for the political action committee.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_835b036a_dcd4_4d2d_9f8e_5a95be08][bookmark: _LINE__6_5bea70dd_da34_419d_ba41_816312d][bookmark: _LINE__7_8524c804_1bde_4d3b_9c24_15fb342][bookmark: _LINE__8_b506edd0_6574_4768_9f98_e6bf542][bookmark: _LINE__9_3e0e2ebc_1239_477f_b78f_7a58510][bookmark: _LINE__10_8d378721_4a73_436a_b80a_6dde6e]1.  It provides that the political action committee may not compensate an immediate family member of the Legislator for services provided to the political action committee or make payments or distribute, loan, advance, deposit or gift money or anything of value to or compensate a business owned or operated by an immediate family member of the Legislator.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ebb37fb3_2e9b_4a5a_8959_022ef243][bookmark: _LINE__11_67f15718_5569_4125_a84d_a99e7e][bookmark: _LINE__12_368d31ea_5348_447b_9e52_6eaf52][bookmark: _LINE__13_a84ec053_837f_4a66_9d53_438db3][bookmark: _LINE__14_fabce696_f0fb_4780_94a4_96868c][bookmark: _LINE__15_997c290b_20a9_454f_ac0a_bf350f]2.  It provides that the cost of fuel for the use of a Legislator's vehicle is a type of travel expense for which a political action committee may pay for or reimburse the Legislator.  It prohibits a political action committee from paying for or reimbursing a Legislator for costs of repairing or maintaining the Legislator's vehicle or for accessories that are not necessary for the proper performance of the vehicle.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_af0a314d_5632_4b2d_8c60_84c22673][bookmark: _LINE__16_d162964b_8359_4bcb_8f4c_62dc4a][bookmark: _LINE__17_143aad98_55ba_48a7_b597_0c9ebf][bookmark: _LINE__18_00ebc9f2_c288_48f1_8cec_d3072d]3.  It prohibits a political action committee from paying for or reimbursing a Legislator for any expenses that have been or will be reimbursed by the Legislature or any other source of payment or reimbursement.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_1b0454bd_614a_4bd5_b099_439e3b98][bookmark: _LINE__19_0ea55fc1_e99a_478a_ab4b_2970ae][bookmark: _LINE__20_fc763b00_87ba_4d7e_b0d3_c6283c][bookmark: _LINE__21_2ae6f8bb_9337_4f88_8fac_ad03ea][bookmark: _LINE__22_76cab45b_93b0_4eb7_baf4_67fb18]4.  It provides that allowable payments or reimbursements for expenses do not include payments from a political action committee that are determined by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to be for the purpose of personal financial enrichment of an immediate family member of a Legislator.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e25ad83f_dc46_420e_a555_5cde9902][bookmark: _LINE__23_0f668f6b_f9cf_497f_adaf_580317][bookmark: _LINE__24_1d8fb319_4db0_4811_87ba_667852][bookmark: _LINE__25_eeb73bee_8816_4a80_b532_f1cc49]5.  It provides that the funds of a political action committee may not be commingled with the personal funds of a Legislator or any other person or the funds of a business owned or operated by the Legislator or any other person.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d010a306_0d21_45ed_87b4_2d07c1ad][bookmark: _LINE__26_2b8dc7c3_aaa6_4646_aefa_7f5b80][bookmark: _LINE__27_2483edc8_bce9_42fe_bf28_7bad49][bookmark: _LINE__28_906e1d0d_255d_4ccf_a858_c342c6][bookmark: _LINE__29_4289fc01_03cb_4f50_a726_f8c661]6.  It provides that a Legislator or political action committee that is found to be in violation of the laws governing payments to Legislators by political action committees may be subject to a penalty of up to $500 or the amount of the impermissible payment or reimbursement, whichever is greater.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_48508aa1_de0b_4903_a043_c3bb67ed][bookmark: _LINE__30_9519ec4d_f8d0_4d1f_b6ac_c9338a][bookmark: _LINE__31_cec91516_206c_4b6a_815a_9ea6b1]7.  It provides that the commission may establish, by routine technical rule, record-keeping and reporting requirements and travel and vehicle reimbursement rates.
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