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L.D. 
An Act to Allow Certain County Commissioners Who Are Maine Public Employees Retirement System Members to Switch to the Legislative Retirement Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__44692640_ced6_4f76_a6b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8480b3ad_9954_4f15_880e_08f][bookmark: _PAR__3_0c09c9aa_230b_4531_93e2_ab0bc468][bookmark: _LINE__4_d8ec7903_8cb1_4e55_84b7_9393999][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__91e9dad0_d682_42d4_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b2447da4_1b85_42b4_a70][bookmark: _LINE__5_55ffbdef_ca07_41c9_9aa8_8a6650c][bookmark: _LINE__6_2d658de3_f8e2_48fe_be24_45f38bf][bookmark: _LINE__7_11d18cce_06ad_485c_8f7b_8697a0a][bookmark: _LINE__8_b260a60e_2472_43f9_babd_6761676][bookmark: _LINE__9_f4177567_8d33_4202_9af8_36f3ded][bookmark: _LINE__10_f6e2ca33_7ed8_4c17_bd59_5f4a95][bookmark: _LINE__11_1e5583ca_2fad_459f_906b_6df43b][bookmark: _LINE__12_7bb807ac_daa4_4aae_a09d_22bc92][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__00d301ac_743c_4757_96a][bookmark: _LINE__13_f417631e_dcc8_4b9a_b983_1f6fd9][bookmark: _LINE__14_6b55f38e_493e_439b_ad0a_2fb7ba][bookmark: _LINE__15_c78627fc_fbaa_4dd9_bce9_0e8909][bookmark: _LINE__16_d90f77f6_d66c_4418_bee7_682d9a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8efe0ba8_280a_4edb_a3a][bookmark: _LINE__17_7a71d2bc_c24b_49c6_ae32_bf7387][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4de3c59d_3f2b_48d9_b1b][bookmark: _LINE__18_5ce4ddee_9ecc_4094_8bef_2d9804][bookmark: _LINE__19_3845355d_2e9d_40e8_9fdb_91bb7a][bookmark: _LINE__20_ee7badf3_1865_41c5_9dd3_1610a0][bookmark: _LINE__21_3bf21dfe_cbcc_4655_986f_101efd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__76376894_372b_4150_9d][bookmark: _LINE__22_09cf41f7_3ba7_4e19_b169_b3368c]1.  Membership mandatory.  Every Legislator serving in the Legislature on or after December 3, 1986 is a member of the Legislative Retirement Program, except that any Legislator who was a member of the Maine State Retirement System on December 2, 1986 may choose to be a member of the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program instead of becoming a member of the Legislative Retirement Program, and any Legislator who is a public school teacher or an employee of the Maine Community College System on leave of absence for the purpose of serving in the Legislature continues to be a member of the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program and to have contributions deducted from the member's legislative earnable compensation as provided by Title 5, section 17701.  A Legislator who terminates employment from a position requiring membership in the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program no longer contributes to the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program and, if qualified, is eligible to become a benefit recipient under Title 5, section 17804.  Upon such termination, the Legislator becomes a member of the Legislative Retirement Program.  Except as provided in section 802, subsection 4, paragraph A, creditable service granted under the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program may not be transferred to the Legislative Retirement Program. A member ceases to be a member when the member withdraws the member's contributions, becomes a beneficiary as a result of the member's own retirement or dies. A county commissioner may become a member of the Legislative Retirement Program pursuant to subsection 1-B.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a25b25e1_2b7e_40d5_ae9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f692f6d6_3cb6_4e07_b235_584][bookmark: _PAR__5_b44cdb58_4864_4e2b_b235_4b44ce80][bookmark: _LINE__24_87375b1d_2e61_4e26_96a9_201c4e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__40899902_dc05_4299_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0e53f6d4_3449_498c_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e38eaad1_fb7f_460e_a4f][bookmark: _LINE__25_7d50b224_1b7c_4709_a4cc_82a36f][bookmark: _LINE__26_bca3470e_b918_40fb_981e_784291][bookmark: _LINE__27_c6fcd36a_be0a_4ce3_bb95_b70c1a][bookmark: _LINE__28_3523e582_649c_4a7c_bd4e_fe2897][bookmark: _LINE__29_5f843ded_3251_4adc_9a04_24f1c3][bookmark: _LINE__30_4b8fe32f_ec2f_4ff6_9d9f_e686e7][bookmark: _LINE__31_c4fcfec1_18a1_4f5d_9cb5_4936e6][bookmark: _LINE__32_e490a039_1f7b_4346_ae47_43aad6]1-B.  County commissioners who previously served in Legislature.  A county commissioner under Title 30-A, chapter 1 who is a member of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System and is contributing to a defined benefit plan under Title 5, chapter 421, has previously served in the Legislature and is eligible to participate in the Legislative Retirement Program may become a member of the Legislative Retirement Program by submitting a written election to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System within 90 days of the effective date of this subsection or assuming office as a county commissioner, whichever is later. If a county commissioner elects to participate in the Legislative Retirement Program under this subsection:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__37869d1b_1b21_4cb7_8ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4752dbdc_a6f4_4d14_914a_e090][bookmark: _PAR__3_b00864bd_3e83_4c6a_9a26_98952a93][bookmark: _LINE__3_359047f9_aa74_431d_b8b4_c4122c6][bookmark: _LINE__4_a915bbfa_364e_42cf_82a7_5e4eec8][bookmark: _LINE__5_2cb9b199_a03a_42fb_b433_f831927][bookmark: _LINE__6_90b37334_449a_4fb9_8b85_d74e7cf][bookmark: _LINE__7_928b5348_12c9_4dd1_9e53_8d1768e][bookmark: _LINE__8_2a04f661_a14e_47a8_a299_300d1ca]Funds held by the retirement system to the credit of a member who is a county commissioner who makes an election under Title 3, section 801, subsection 1-B must be transferred to the Legislative Retirement Program under Title 3, chapter 29. Upon the election under Title 3, section 801, subsection 1-B, benefits of the county commissioner under this chapter no longer accrue, but the county commissioner retains any benefit that has accrued that has not been transferred under this section.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_b8e28828_4a7b_4d4b_8c60_8c73a13a][bookmark: _LINE__21_5b04d154_9d23_4a9e_9d0a_8656c8][bookmark: _LINE__22_f26989ef_1056_46aa_9594_9d962c][bookmark: _LINE__23_0fdc4af9_0aff_4407_a64c_bcff06]5. Ensuring that past service as a county commissioner is properly credited to the Legislative Retirement Program for a county commissioner under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 802, subsection 4-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_2881e055_ea93_422b_ae9e_2b83229][bookmark: _LINE__25_b8e4ac1e_9caf_403b_b835_f54a8d][bookmark: _LINE__26_f9cc8169_512a_44d6_b3d5_f66fca][bookmark: _LINE__27_41c210ac_578c_477c_8cf7_e00d8c][bookmark: _LINE__28_5ca7625a_991f_49f5_a9c8_08b1d9][bookmark: _LINE__29_81c0bd57_159b_49ae_8037_4ca80f][bookmark: _LINE__30_ce824072_8b24_4ad6_b008_1bbad7][bookmark: _LINE__31_84e34717_3bab_40ea_b713_ca57a7][bookmark: _LINE__32_eb136b50_35a1_4054_bf54_b395ef]This bill provides that a county commissioner who is a member of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System and is contributing to a defined benefit plan, has previously served in the Legislature and is eligible to participate in the Legislative Retirement Program may become a member of the Legislative Retirement Program by submitting a written election to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. Upon making the election, the past contributions of the county commissioner are transferred to the Legislative Retirement Program and service as a county commissioner is counted by the program as creditable service.
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