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L.D. 
An Act to Create the Animal Cruelty Task Force
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3953d5a1_c7fc_42b1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6b9855e6_0e92_4a9e_bd39_d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__22fc00d0_c824_4be4_aa][bookmark: _PAR__2_d52b8e0a_17bd_4bfc_9572_d97dfb91][bookmark: _LINE__2_e14a3751_02f1_4080_a29b_4e68178][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__020109f4_e9bd_491d]Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§2-J is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5ba104b9_dc70_4441_a648][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aab1dc7d_3071_4a49_aed5_6d9][bookmark: _PAR__21_f5775f50_9551_4fbe_bea2_5d98c35][bookmark: _LINE__29_29bd1838_a14b_42fa_a9a9_c5cc34][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ac4f9f7e_8d6b_45d8_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e1a14c2a_d629_4e70_930][bookmark: _LINE__30_4e268699_2fa1_46ef_b3af_86e9a5][bookmark: _LINE__31_79fcbf73_b6f9_43e0_895d_7dc339]3.  Consultants; experts.  Whenever the task force considers it appropriate, the task force may seek the advice of consultants or experts on a case-by-case basis in fields related to its duties.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__225f303b_3f9c_4839_b94c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__835b69c9_dc54_48c0_96a1_a2e][bookmark: _PAR__23_f919eec5_509f_4e87_954c_46980e5][bookmark: _LINE__35_55c939d7_a5c3_4feb_9571_5493c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a3543e2c_8fb3_43a3_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3d2141f_3bfb_460e_82d][bookmark: _LINE__36_edaeeb48_029a_445d_b13f_f4f7dc][bookmark: _LINE__37_28aa29d5_4e85_4865_8569_801412][bookmark: _LINE__38_45eb7f5c_99a7_42a0_9aa1_32007a]5.  Meetings; officers.  The task force shall organize initially and annually thereafter by electing a chair and a vice-chair from among its members. The vice-chair shall also serve as secretary. The task force shall meet at the call of the chair at least twice a year and may meet at such other times as may be reasonably necessary to carry out its duties.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d6857afe_bd0f_47a3_b9b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7b361a0b_82fc_49cc_8a93_b2d][bookmark: _PAR__2_a96fc8f2_086c_4737_9df1_5d7b6abf][bookmark: _LINE__2_603a512b_0d04_4a47_89fe_0c6f7a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__21e9e20c_0499_454f_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__885b0355_c450_4bb8_ba0][bookmark: _LINE__3_f421def7_06f6_41a7_99d4_4f8caa9][bookmark: _LINE__4_9073b001_b2ee_41d9_b2fe_1f9c1d3][bookmark: _LINE__5_85b3ce88_b92a_4913_99fa_cfbf902][bookmark: _LINE__6_5922e780_1c5a_4733_bb82_3e5b435][bookmark: _LINE__7_420d5b39_40b5_40f9_8140_4b2f5d0][bookmark: _LINE__8_57a19d4d_99b5_45bb_a0a9_7147c01]7.  Funding.  When a member of the task force who is an employee of a state agency, except for a member who is a humane agent, is assigned to investigate a case of animal cruelty under this section, that state agency is responsible for establishing the salary and benefits, including overtime, of that member, and the State shall reimburse that state agency monthly through the animal welfare auxiliary fund established under section 3906-B, subsection 16.  The task force is also authorized to accept donations made to the investigation of an animal cruelty case.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__72e93a8e_ebed_4bea_b9d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__90089f6a_1425_42bf_8346_ee52][bookmark: _PAR__4_79fff961_c587_48b9_8f27_fe12978b][bookmark: _LINE__10_beb6e361_9627_4081_a291_84954f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__093c1fd3_4626_4f3d_b26][bookmark: _LINE__11_3b1aef09_9bc2_429a_a58f_78e104][bookmark: _LINE__12_be45bea1_dc61_40df_8439_0af4e3]A.  At the request of a municipality, the task force may provide guidance and support for animal cruelty cases that involve a large number of animals, involve safety concerns or are complex in nature.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ecc5c21d_31c4_4553_a5f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a02c100d_0d82_44c8_9715_4e7c][bookmark: _PAR__6_5b56b635_85ad_4ab3_a2a2_88e5854d][bookmark: _LINE__15_fb4777cb_f11a_4c65_a3a6_31a85e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c04235b9_4b2b_45ac_b58][bookmark: _LINE__16_5d845621_8369_4da1_802a_a70dd9][bookmark: _LINE__17_718ab125_9d8e_4d6e_8d5d_6437f0][bookmark: _LINE__18_0c26bd29_3f8b_4365_977f_4389c0]C.  The task force shall identify ways to assist with the prosecution of animal cruelty cases, including the prompt holding of a full hearing regarding the possession of the animal in accordance with Title 17, section 1021, subsection 3 and seeking petitions for the posting of a security in accordance with Title 17, section 1027.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7a91bc74_32c0_4ce1_9871][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0ff9042f_6424_4dff_8a7c_8e46][bookmark: _PAR__7_e7e239a0_371e_457c_88dc_f70c8337][bookmark: _LINE__19_9b5c7ac3_347d_4410_b3a5_7e1286][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__04c652e7_c289_4039_b71][bookmark: _LINE__20_a4e8a7c2_d813_49e2_9286_957742]D.  The task force shall recommend measures to streamline reporting of animal cruelty to local law enforcement agencies for immediate documentation and assessment.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2192a1f_40ad_46d1_a639][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f1e4c4af_8c33_4872_9ca0_05e7][bookmark: _PAR__8_5b78edb6_53c6_46c0_a27c_d13f172a][bookmark: _LINE__21_3c169118_a6ae_4a15_828f_f02555][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__65240e93_5889_4afb_bc1][bookmark: _LINE__22_0533b6af_da01_4903_90c9_5e072c][bookmark: _LINE__23_4b967a8c_fa54_40f8_a4cc_b1dc31][bookmark: _LINE__24_3ed9ac1b_a3e9_471c_8cac_5e62cb]E.  The task force shall identify and pursue collaborations among law enforcement agencies, the criminal justice system, animal welfare organizations, behavioral health liaisons, community resources and others to aid in the prevention and addressing of animal cruelty.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5f224b47_6ded_4d14_a6b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__360190ff_92f3_416e_b99c_8398][bookmark: _PAR__9_3835e202_354c_46a0_8bc7_3d3bc117][bookmark: _LINE__25_957dfbc2_3ba0_4fbf_8c40_a6bcbd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__47072b0f_0890_47da_bef][bookmark: _LINE__26_847470ac_7cfe_4939_b286_346097][bookmark: _LINE__27_06802a97_8ead_425b_8441_fb0ffa][bookmark: _LINE__28_a26acfe6_b2be_4683_958e_e072d5]F.  A law enforcement agent serving on the task force may be deputized and may serve a municipality if there is no acting agent for the municipality in the jurisdiction of an animal cruelty case or in the event the animal control officer for the municipality does not have the authority to issue a criminal summons.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96b593fe_fe71_415c_885d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4aa832ec_96fa_4c7f_9add_0c1a][bookmark: _PAR__10_d10a16a5_84c8_427f_8c18_be94163][bookmark: _LINE__29_857e697d_bd80_4fdb_9e79_227448][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b02b2d51_d461_4f40_97a][bookmark: _LINE__30_b9f7bd88_fe3b_495d_b3d4_9032b9]G.  The task force shall review the handling of prior large-scale animal cruelty cases to identify and recommend ways to improve investigation and enforcement.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__17b699ad_5cfa_49cf_b0f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3ead3425_a1c0_47d3_9d85_40e][bookmark: _PAR__11_37d1a97a_d210_435a_9425_e5db8a4][bookmark: _LINE__31_ea527e56_a23d_46cc_a3a1_1750ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dbeb0b37_86fb_493f_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__317775cd_636f_4e31_91d][bookmark: _LINE__32_045f289c_9931_42b0_bccd_5d99d0][bookmark: _LINE__33_d2f3a927_4399_4594_aa38_98d1b6][bookmark: _LINE__34_f98103c2_b5fc_46eb_884f_60273f][bookmark: _LINE__35_d2fb4f7f_4064_4c8f_af64_adaaf5]9.  Media policy.  Members of the task force are not authorized to release to the public or a media outlet any information on an animal cruelty case.  Requests for information from a media outlet or the public must be referred to the public information officer of the appropriate law enforcement agency.  For purposes of this subsection, "media outlet" includes broadcast media, print media and Internet-based media.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__47bfa592_b62d][bookmark: _PAR__12_e0cbc592_664c_4397_8132_5d5f560][bookmark: _LINE__36_a9e69e8e_1d44_4411_969b_f34165][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d83c953e_a283_4fea][bookmark: _LINE__37_0943fd22_a812_4d12_a6d6_3e5440][bookmark: _LINE__38_e8d47c21_6fb8_4237_a3c6_52583b][bookmark: _LINE__39_0d5c26e2_c110_47c6_972c_6e23e4]Sec. 3. Animal Cruelty Task Force first meeting.  The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall call the first meeting of the Animal Cruelty Task Force, established under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 3906-D, no later than December 31, 2023.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_c2048127_52ef_4d52_b48d_2ec77fb][bookmark: _LINE__41_81f0bf9b_f657_4afd_a611_a75960][bookmark: _LINE__42_85bc859e_f0dd_428a_ac95_ac38c6]This bill establishes the Animal Cruelty Task Force to provide a coalition of trained professionals to assist with and enhance the enforcement of animal cruelty laws.
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