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An Act to Require the Department of Environmental Protection to Monitor Air and Water Temperatures Around Commercial Solar Energy Developments
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__99734213_668e_45cb_a5b9_08f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__06500825_c5b6_408e_aaa][bookmark: _PAR__11_8daabfab_5d8a_4f4a_9297_6270cd6][bookmark: _LINE__17_fa39bfdf_c6d0_4a25_acef_ea00ce][bookmark: _LINE__18_2607de3b_0fcf_4ea3_9166_5a201f][bookmark: _LINE__19_395eab2e_7ab6_4319_a8f0_cd65f9][bookmark: _LINE__20_44eb8e7c_c7a1_4342_b70d_34ddd3][bookmark: _LINE__21_5e2a962c_52d5_4937_8251_7bb68e][bookmark: _LINE__22_46dc0d98_7250_435c_9325_107b19][bookmark: _LINE__23_cd43f42c_b324_4617_8f92_c3d9b0][bookmark: _LINE__24_c2528056_35a4_4920_b3e0_cf29ea]In consultation with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the department shall establish and administer a program to monitor air and water temperatures surrounding solar energy developments.  The department shall adopt rules necessary for the establishment and administration of the program, which must include, but are not limited to, provisions regarding the scope of monitoring to be conducted and the sharing of monitoring information with the operator, other state agencies and the public.  Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea682bb5_aed1_4e32_b93][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2530e7e0_dc39_4d62_b527_9134][bookmark: _PAR__13_6a7d60e3_140a_47ed_8193_a1c6d45][bookmark: _LINE__26_d6cb948c_8e95_4750_a2ba_aa07bc][bookmark: _LINE__27_4b8460be_6f7d_49f7_8ccb_8d8fda][bookmark: _LINE__28_18225376_14ed_4d3f_962f_df4ccf][bookmark: _LINE__29_28370fbe_f609_4515_ab9e_110628]The department shall administer the program established under section 4422 subject to the same powers and authorities granted to it pursuant to Title 38, chapter 2, including, but not limited to, the authority to enter a solar energy development site in accordance with Title 38, section 347-C as necessary to administer the program.
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_29436efa_c9a5_4f14_9dc2_d70dc5d][bookmark: _LINE__31_0b2023b9_e5f6_421f_80d8_08475c][bookmark: _LINE__32_61b2a2f4_9e9e_43fc_85a1_8ab472][bookmark: _LINE__33_7dca5c07_7e1d_45dd_b596_19b91b][bookmark: _LINE__34_fa722934_8c6b_4d7d_9a12_20dca5][bookmark: _LINE__35_17d253b2_e8b7_4e83_9f18_f7ff7c][bookmark: _LINE__36_1f3055ca_ff08_4bfc_a278_458e5d]This bill directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, to establish, adopt rules for and administer a program to monitor air and water temperatures surrounding solar energy developments.  Under the bill, "solar energy development" is defined as a development occupying 3 or more acres that uses a solar energy system consisting of ground-mounted solar panels to convert solar energy to electrical energy for sale or use by a person other than the generator.
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