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An Act to Establish the African American Studies Advisory Council and Provide Funding to Support African American Studies
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7e549189_0d0d_4bbf_a2a3_97a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e34b3f7d_d41e_4407_830][bookmark: _PAR__7_ee94ad2f_9d75_471b_9d10_59ac7c1d][bookmark: _LINE__8_b6095c99_e112_4142_8df4_7f0038a][bookmark: _LINE__9_c4aafa8b_a5f8_41d5_8857_5a5170a][bookmark: _LINE__10_0da7f8a6_5991_452b_8024_2fe895][bookmark: _LINE__11_ac3ba4ed_6b70_4d65_a57c_315a9e]The African American Studies Advisory Council, referred to in this section as "the advisory council," is established to serve as a resource to educators, schools and the department to ensure the implementation of African American studies in accordance with section 4706.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f213a3d0_b64a_4f2c_8aaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1381b863_e722_49b3_85c1_bc24][bookmark: _PAR__9_8b5939b4_c3be_43cf_82f2_57f3853c][bookmark: _LINE__13_19caffeb_649a_49ea_a4f8_bea191][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84b48f52_cfb3_4ac1_b9f][bookmark: _LINE__14_5a5026da_b101_4302_8608_54684e]A.  Two Senators appointed by the President of the Senate and 2 members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62da4485_36d2_4f0e_b2a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e7982f97_446a_4716_984f_b83f][bookmark: _PAR__10_580aefb3_cff0_4b44_a90a_1069811][bookmark: _LINE__15_3c01f9ab_7066_4b3b_89b9_0a7f39][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28b7c057_7bba_4f4e_a31][bookmark: _LINE__16_cff9cbd4_49c2_458b_b276_870d80]B. One member appointed by the President of the Senate from a list provided by the administrator of the Gerald E. Talbot Collection at the University of Southern Maine;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b615d549_9c27_4628_a2aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2577a4d8_8675_46aa_81db_3a4f][bookmark: _PAR__11_fb5b5133_1e56_4794_a492_0e87680][bookmark: _LINE__17_c59180b2_8fa0_4cec_83af_426f1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2606e91b_be55_42c8_977][bookmark: _LINE__18_33479f2a_2d91_4604_8261_390d90]C. One member of the public with expertise in Maine African American culture and history appointed by the Speaker of the House; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ecca12e5_810d_49f3_8a5e_4dc][bookmark: _PAR__16_b49f3739_681c_4b23_8bfe_2afeb77][bookmark: _LINE__25_827dd280_74d3_4587_8ef2_d7b661][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__374161d3_1b71_4428_9c4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__edf5eefa_2684_4b32_a0d](3) A high school teacher; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0caffe66_00fc_4260_9e8b_dd6][bookmark: _PAR__17_b8386d1f_ff9e_425b_b978_d63d005][bookmark: _LINE__26_fdae4161_b9c9_4c7b_b931_b25401][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3f7b9f9_ec08_42d7_8cc5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d8ca90d_b273_4672_a79](4) A curriculum director with experience in African American studies; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__12317cd5_bf1d_4a76_8d22][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c6486abc_bd55_47fe_9f7a_e629][bookmark: _PAR__18_07659f8c_7dd6_4aaa_8977_31940c0][bookmark: _LINE__27_c34c94df_e9bc_47c4_ab8f_ac9186][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1725956f_dd67_4d76_973][bookmark: _LINE__28_0db175c0_d29e_4145_8446_76c3da][bookmark: _LINE__29_56a2902b_4a6b_4ccb_94f8_42bb5e]F. Two members from the University of Maine System who specialize in teacher education appointed by the Chancellor of the University of Maine System. Of these 2 members, one must have experience teaching in African American studies. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__16c3fae9_233f_4ca7_91ea_ad88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b7bb4340_b4df_4baf_b06][bookmark: _PAR__19_cbac65bf_826f_4d14_9cbd_fafa67e][bookmark: _LINE__30_ae668569_7179_484f_a88e_4f6448][bookmark: _LINE__31_47efe225_cc31_431d_9621_d9f884]To the extent practicable, appointing authorities under this subsection shall appoint members with expertise in Maine African American culture and history.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9469e1d8_7ea4_44cd_983a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ef56541f_398f_46fa_ac6d_76c][bookmark: _PAR__20_1aaa7378_cc84_4572_809f_4e3f374][bookmark: _LINE__32_9921666e_d686_4da0_8b57_4e0f65][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__180b8f56_ae28_49a7_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__960c683c_2151_4671_b2f][bookmark: _LINE__33_0737608a_0f28_4dc5_996d_66d461][bookmark: _LINE__34_8e0dd4ac_a915_4572_9e90_82b8bd]2.  Cochairs. The advisory council shall elect 2 of the members of the advisory council who are Legislators as cochairs of the advisory council. The cochairs are authorized to appoint subcommittees.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d4c3350_090c_4acd_aac6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8036505f_213f_4a29_9465_64b][bookmark: _PAR__21_528ed4f7_c733_4626_9264_b2a6769][bookmark: _LINE__35_785aec69_73ff_4263_b301_087e5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5927ea13_c9d4_4762_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__483eaa3f_680b_4b9e_ba8][bookmark: _LINE__36_3da4a051_064e_4a15_8cce_dd2973][bookmark: _LINE__37_cdf7330b_8c56_47c6_99cd_74674f][bookmark: _LINE__38_25c02dea_8f8f_40ed_b596_22d347]3.  Terms; vacancy.  Members of the advisory council serve 2-year terms.  When a vacancy occurs, the appointing authority shall fill the vacancy by appointing a member from the same category as the member who vacated the advisory council and that member continues to serve for the remainder of the term.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0c0f245_dd98_4a38_80b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2b4a306d_8955_4cc3_a825_f29][bookmark: _PAR__22_25f49f1e_525f_457f_a819_d407b0a][bookmark: _LINE__39_43e67b77_d151_4ed9_99e4_88370d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__68ff72b4_c673_4ddc_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__219d5444_0509_4ae2_96d]4.  Quorum.  A majority of the members of the advisory council constitutes a quorum.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__244fed61_d3a5_4f89_af04][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__07635e42_6684_495c_95ee_889][bookmark: _PAGE__2_01597780_1288_4e57_8467_fe9d703][bookmark: _PAR__1_cab50d15_0896_471d_92e5_6f82713b][bookmark: _LINE__1_4c83dbd2_43f0_42cf_9c3a_c4f2212][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e59461f8_e718_44b8_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a2678f3f_1958_4670_9d5]5.  Duties.  The advisory council shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e52e472a_9083_4e05_a234][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a141a076_4d69_4791_bc4d_904f][bookmark: _PAR__2_b6a1a798_6fa5_4ce9_a83d_71805d03][bookmark: _LINE__2_09b713ab_32c0_4f34_b52a_8c929ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8c215f47_6a82_44d7_bfe][bookmark: _LINE__3_f65c406f_3b10_4dd0_985b_978ae63]A. Assist school administrative units and educators in the exploration of a wide range of educational materials and resources relating to African American studies;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__45ec8008_355b_4fc8_b90d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aa2428eb_b5f1_482d_8fce_8a2e][bookmark: _PAR__3_20176473_e4d1_43a3_b653_a732c95d][bookmark: _LINE__4_4864eaba_fb05_451f_8894_a8a0355][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3f817489_ef9d_46d1_991]B. Identify materials and resources for implementing African American studies; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d9bd7cd_0e59_4912_9272][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b90a98b9_4104_4dcf_91ed_c29b][bookmark: _PAR__4_4020ad1e_ba66_4b4e_9d1c_e071e315][bookmark: _LINE__5_fb9aaa9d_414e_445d_9ad2_e4c8ac1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__625f3b15_3025_42a7_88d][bookmark: _LINE__6_a1b96b1b_6577_44d0_894b_a3a898e][bookmark: _LINE__7_c271d535_bfae_4111_83ea_d4a92aa]C. Involve other knowledgeable organizations and individuals able and willing to assist with the duties described in paragraphs A and B, including, but not limited to, museums, the Maine State Archives and educators;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0101af7c_b546_42a7_8ce3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1b3f7de_48bc_47ba_8c26_9648][bookmark: _PAR__5_8a595e10_b1ee_4d5b_a09a_a26daed9][bookmark: _LINE__8_e9732252_7f80_4280_9466_6e32496][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b27764eb_6da9_4c71_92c]D.  Make recommendations to the department regarding:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7a1d6057_55ff_4ca4_bc6a_5a9][bookmark: _PAR__6_62a42c64_edc2_419b_adfe_0d164b12][bookmark: _LINE__9_53e2fc18_a0a0_46c8_86c6_e86d5d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ba6bf265_2363_49c8_9b4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4ebceebf_d340_41c1_9dc](1)  African American studies curricula;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c57ed661_038e_414b_8459_ab7][bookmark: _PAR__7_9f937aab_bfaf_4748_a2c0_14c2a6d5][bookmark: _LINE__10_dd3b1578_b8bc_48d6_ad5c_bd2b96][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5d010f23_e3b4_4302_8ec5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__027de775_273e_463b_a01][bookmark: _LINE__11_88a3dac5_86ca_439b_b9b9_b877c5](2)  Revisions to the African American studies component of the system of learning results pursuant to section 6209; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__16099264_bda3_40a3_914d_c2c][bookmark: _PAR__8_8db3fef9_28cd_4078_b515_abeae285][bookmark: _LINE__12_a01cb3af_57fb_4b19_bf45_56b639][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__655a2c58_9a3a_4626_bbb4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__21e13bb1_b859_4663_b3b](3)  Funding of African American studies in school administrative units; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8665e6dc_7152_4694_af5e_e41][bookmark: _PAR__9_3351ec1a_96d0_443d_82a3_47b2689c][bookmark: _LINE__13_5dd81732_e123_4184_89e0_13bdaf][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bdccd971_9822_4816_bad1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2294382f_ddfd_436b_868][bookmark: _LINE__14_dc037c3f_d051_4409_8e2d_847518][bookmark: _LINE__15_286beec2_63b2_4d6c_be99_d86809](4)  Opportunities for teacher professional development, training and technical assistance to assist school administrative units and educators in implementing African American studies; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9602c8ae_8b09_40cf_beac][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a78442f6_d46d_4706_adc1_8ed8][bookmark: _PAR__10_f6542505_cdf6_49de_8ae3_faa946b][bookmark: _LINE__16_1ccbee88_b569_42a7_b429_edb2f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a85b5cb5_10d4_4e54_a8e][bookmark: _LINE__17_16e6d19d_9856_4f4f_9949_abc43a][bookmark: _LINE__18_8851b300_acf6_470b_8681_97fa9c][bookmark: _LINE__19_0ab7db40_48ad_402d_aebf_fb8bb7]E. Use data gathered pursuant to the representative statewide sampling conducted by the department under subsection 7 of African American studies curricula in school administrative units to establish a baseline measure of the implementation of African American studies in school administrative units. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c028ce79_c4d3_4f03_b87a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c9da304a_be65_40f0_a7ac_2f5][bookmark: _PAR__11_64e91996_c3cf_483c_b3a4_3927c2d][bookmark: _LINE__20_62d18a9c_3340_4cf7_8050_cfd000][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__34c95727_4f31_4da6_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__68dd14cf_f3d9_4fea_b02][bookmark: _LINE__21_36ffdc40_b621_4a61_bb30_ccacec][bookmark: _LINE__22_abc1dcd9_7cc0_4481_8caa_8df2f1][bookmark: _LINE__23_ae3c1c9e_e957_491e_89b4_cdb2a3][bookmark: _LINE__24_0247ce06_9d28_4af6_ac53_9fa81c][bookmark: _LINE__25_9f3ffb50_c981_4023_bc5d_18efa5][bookmark: _LINE__26_61228d03_4e39_4f32_8bae_f3379a]6.  Report. Beginning January 15, 2027 and annually thereafter, the advisory council shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters on the progress of the implementation of African American studies and the results of the representative statewide sampling conducted by the department under subsection 7 of African American studies curricula in school administrative units and any baseline measures of the implementation of African American studies established by the advisory council.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7dc2bea2_1aea_4040_8902_cb6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__690a0e71_563f_4684_a04][bookmark: _PAR__12_c2ed2e97_88da_459e_8ef2_fe4791b][bookmark: _LINE__27_ba572d03_39cd_40cc_8b23_48b659][bookmark: _LINE__28_b9254957_4031_4e43_b613_3a4894][bookmark: _LINE__29_f4ada23e_dc24_41cf_9018_0936b6]The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters may report out a bill related to a report of the advisory council in the legislative session in which it is received.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c368acb_7135_4e43_a0f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d5d932e1_4e83_46f4_9b20_e4d][bookmark: _PAR__13_aa8deb2c_248b_4f52_89f5_f3736f0][bookmark: _LINE__30_04b9cb99_549c_4b4e_8cec_f3d486][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1945984f_d2b1_4aac_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0fd86c3_60b2_43cb_bd2][bookmark: _LINE__31_aaa68c7d_6a1a_4a4b_a97f_cec8c6][bookmark: _LINE__32_f834d58f_3070_4d2c_b768_27b979]7.  Staffing; sampling. The department shall provide staffing assistance to the advisory council and shall conduct representative statewide sampling of African American studies curricula in school administrative units.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b87536d3_8902_4329_a717][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3bf3f38f_f995_4ba2_b2d3_19b][bookmark: _PAR__14_2b2010c2_8878_42e0_9a45_aaf5488][bookmark: _LINE__33_aba2576b_f9e1_47e0_add5_88aada][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7affb269_3bde_4ff1_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ab668065_edc9_4d9a_89f][bookmark: _LINE__34_d644c678_4b07_40f8_bc74_b690cc]8.  Funding.  The advisory council may seek and accept funding from any source, public or private.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__fd9396cb_7b13][bookmark: _PAR__15_d92f5646_17fb_49b5_8583_e947f5e][bookmark: _LINE__35_d1688505_60a7_4326_a0a4_a3506a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dadbc5c9_50b4_45db][bookmark: _LINE__36_da7fd423_2c1e_4153_befa_5b8c97][bookmark: _LINE__37_06410904_955a_4d01_8950_afb546][bookmark: _LINE__38_954caaff_25b8_47a3_a430_76237c][bookmark: _LINE__39_db7dc311_9e44_40a3_832f_12d3c9][bookmark: _LINE__40_8198b4c3_9510_47c2_9c2f_52b80b][bookmark: _LINE__41_d778da55_dee6_4365_8954_9be927]Sec. 3.  Appointments to advisory council; convening.  No later than 30 days following the effective date of this Act, the appointing authorities shall make their appointments to the African American Studies Advisory Council as established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 18-H and notify the Commissioner of Education. Within 30 days of the appointments being made, the Commissioner of Education shall call and convene the first meeting of the advisory council and preside over the election of cochairs.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f7fb2ba6_3f9e][bookmark: _PAGE__3_e2a14569_1d09_4c3a_90d2_36224c0][bookmark: _PAR__1_9ff6c397_b417_4b2e_8abb_c407d196][bookmark: _LINE__1_b302eae8_3c54_4f8a_a846_5d0978b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__03026df8_9b70_4c14][bookmark: _LINE__2_d75430ea_da20_48bc_bb8f_94c797d][bookmark: _LINE__3_675bbef5_e3b5_474d_bb29_da44d09]Sec. 4.  Professional development in African American studies.  The Department of Education shall develop professional development opportunities for educators in African American studies.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__a77eb6bf_10ba][bookmark: _PAR__2_7e19fa31_8d55_4ad5_b8ec_a5f901b7][bookmark: _LINE__4_135fea4c_4f10_4f2d_a80c_67d0810][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9684d0ac_0eaf_47bd][bookmark: _LINE__5_26699bfd_7cb0_4103_8409_837592a][bookmark: _LINE__6_697e5b3b_09aa_444c_b562_588a557][bookmark: _LINE__7_2eaafe8e_23fe_4973_b310_eda67d2][bookmark: _LINE__8_8bda558d_5307_4994_a947_35067ee][bookmark: _LINE__9_c27137bd_3f3c_41da_a06c_ce23a25][bookmark: _LINE__10_4ca357fc_84a9_4fa4_92c4_bcf4ea]Sec. 5.  Teacher certification; study.  The State Board of Education shall convene a stakeholder group, including, but not limited to, representatives from the Department of Education and higher education teacher preparation programs, to study the development of an endorsement in African American studies on an educator credential or the inclusion of a requirement for an African American studies course as a requirement for an educator credential in this State. The State Board of Education shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later than January 15, 2026.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__00ca4f78_f09f_4e06_948a][bookmark: _PAR__3_3431f05b_721d_4516_9276_a1c69c13][bookmark: _LINE__11_68bbf111_e1dc_4366_ba9f_90cba5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__32c8bc76_58c4_4966][bookmark: _LINE__12_00d60d05_ed7f_42dc_a24f_6f0a68]Sec. 6.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_68a92687_5d7e_4bca_b5cf_181093f9][bookmark: _LINE__13_17487df1_04c6_4b38_b7cd_8d8e1c]EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_75810666_47c7_43ba_b1a3_fda898bb][bookmark: _LINE__14_04e25f61_ccfd_4b1a_81ca_de4ab6]Innovative Teaching and Learning Z394
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c769b5a1_c5b7_4b12_9cc2_bc91c383][bookmark: _LINE__15_d9cb0ab3_c460_4896_986a_166811][bookmark: _LINE__16_8614341d_5932_4792_99cf_a53e59][bookmark: _LINE__17_068b8de6_4e89_49f0_b4eb_f0c9cc][bookmark: _LINE__18_a760628e_4aac_428a_9f8b_403d93][bookmark: _LINE__19_aad7199f_6d68_4872_bdff_d5d967]Initiative: Provides one-time funds to support the work of the African American Studies Advisory Council and to administer and provide grants to school administrative units to expand or implement an African American studies curriculum. Funds appropriated for this purpose do not lapse but must be carried forward to the next fiscal year to be used for the same purpose.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_2cb9bdf4_6e37_41ad_b67e_1b679ae4][bookmark: _LINE__20_9041cf4f_0bdc_4535_b3ca_2757b2]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_64a0a246_ba74_4cc8_a88d_b6021b]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_20d6b49c_017a_4b64_9cb3_b41b7e]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_786cddf3_9110_4068_b2dd_1b499a]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_221f599e_67e4_42b6_a258_70ddf6]$1,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_f2132056_3e78_4ca6_913f_8c6fc1]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_e1dd092c_d768_4637_b901_4f5e19] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_983e1fca_c79c_4d64_9065_9e187e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_cd42972b_e4bb_4589_8b7f_4098f8]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_2f8f19d2_8b34_4871_88d8_c3eec5]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_743f073b_8b01_4f58_91af_30fb34]$1,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_8ee023df_59ee_433b_9f46_2eee4f]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__8_814f4dac_6619_454f_985b_f7fdeb08][bookmark: _LINE__24_d44ecf84_2971_4f26_9572_2e1a62]Innovative Teaching and Learning Z394
[bookmark: _PAR__9_bc19f1f0_7337_4343_8eed_e81f35cf][bookmark: _LINE__25_d74cbb3a_6d46_4800_9336_480fe4][bookmark: _LINE__26_d408bbc4_5c08_4c6d_8a0f_df6c91][bookmark: _LINE__27_f032be87_2f5d_41f8_9c49_f4e393][bookmark: _LINE__28_2c5bcd4b_9952_432e_af5f_90eaf3]Initiative: Provides ongoing funds for one Interdisciplinary Instruction Specialist position to serve as a content specialist in African American studies and to provide outreach to school administrative units with support and technical assistance in curriculum development and implementation of African American studies.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_b172090d_98c5_43a0_90b7_e183d36][bookmark: _LINE__29_36a167bc_0d21_4806_9a6c_ffb10b]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_1a1bc6b6_a1db_4a3a_8168_916f28]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_01ca6da1_2836_49e2_bfb0_14e6b0]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_956b0972_249a_4678_9f4a_d94849]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_754c159c_b8f8_42eb_8495_815137]1.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_10c68c1f_1561_42f9_ae23_2cd936]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_677a7948_4029_4c60_b659_5fd84c]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_3da90392_6edd_4336_bee2_64ab3d]$90,081
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_2bc65cb1_4882_4897_99c9_cb5564]$122,986

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_d7016dc0_e33c_45a7_b72b_a35098]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_4fb4cc72_6554_4083_b8f6_bd6575]$9,410
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_d1eee58e_782c_457e_8b33_6940cc]$8,860

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_614afecc_c5d3_45b6_bba8_8fbcb4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_bf773b68_bb4c_499a_9c09_997bf7]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_a7facbd6_a6a6_4b8b_85f8_96f232]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_ae305b57_3d18_46a7_84f7_4bc0bf]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_00c0322b_dee6_48f5_8704_75cd35]$99,491
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_9b5bbda5_3be0_4f19_ac06_117801]$131,846


[bookmark: _PAR__11_70b336c8_6d12_4998_a23a_9b857cc][bookmark: _LINE__35_bd4dc4fd_8ae1_4a60_a7f9_bc944d] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_c14d5f9e_66a8_41bf_bded_937c824][bookmark: _LINE__36_ad716f32_f0fe_4796_a915_a158dd]EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_0d2436e6_709f_4569_a417_c7bd3c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_cccc7385_09c3_486b_b0aa_fbe68c] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_30a93cd5_526d_4305_a1da_62e452]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_ff8bb5a8_f779_443d_a17d_726b3f]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_0e051c92_76bf_4157_af04_a29abd]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_ca9c4c16_1082_4013_b31a_a70998] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_b1b29f67_3b4f_494c_a8a8_af4a45] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_e7b6c5d6_bebc_4a0e_9bec_55033f] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_1df046dc_e064_4a0c_9f58_ca06a8]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_bc20e089_3c9d_47ff_8b15_ade65d]$1,099,491
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_07149d2e_a253_4e32_8e31_7787c6]$131,846

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_b3982cd9_6958_43ee_8402_63add4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_a963861a_0353_4138_8530_570150]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_19320483_5f32_4208_ae5d_ac26aa]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_db95f6cd_2499_452e_96b9_7bb8fc]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_fe3bb12d_6054_4ab6_8797_819679]$1,099,491
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_c533a232_e2d2_457a_b8af_ecc6eb]$131,846


[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2c9548f7_1e9d_4c57_8872_53ead0][bookmark: _PAGE__4_3cefd5f6_d262_4836_a635_a563c90][bookmark: _PAR__1_6d3a2047_4d29_42f3_b1f6_1b1084f8][bookmark: _LINE__1_376dcde3_03b1_4226_b275_0591f95]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_4bd36cd6_3753_4886_ab6d_c28bcbe2][bookmark: _LINE__2_9af43fb6_993c_4642_baae_c7559e3]This bill does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9f247a6e_f5d4_4006_bc71_4b2a9e67][bookmark: _LINE__3_8d976ef0_b373_4907_b723_632e08b][bookmark: _LINE__4_97f441d5_5409_4870_a568_ee1aa4a][bookmark: _LINE__5_9dc48a4c_a9d2_4706_a92a_7705e3e][bookmark: _LINE__6_ae14bcc5_3b62_49fc_8cb0_5ea444e][bookmark: _LINE__7_771a11ce_6138_42c1_8a51_7bb80eb][bookmark: _LINE__8_14ecfcfe_8703_4b22_99b4_b277d8a]1.  It establishes the African American Studies Advisory Council to serve as a resource to educators, schools and the Department of Education to ensure the implementation of African American studies in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 4706.  Appointments to the advisory council must be made within 30 days of the effective date of the legislation by the appointing authorities. The duties of the advisory council include: 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5f3fe6e0_3864_4079_9a5e_f8982d32][bookmark: _LINE__9_e410eb0a_bb7b_47cd_9978_3ca945c][bookmark: _LINE__10_f2d6b82e_cb79_4b2e_94d5_525bb3]A. Assisting school administrative units and educators in the exploration of a wide range of educational materials and resources relating to African American studies; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7225203e_2003_423f_8d15_0571e63d][bookmark: _LINE__11_f6e5c760_4ce3_424b_9acb_b2c4da]B. Identifying materials and resources for implementing African American studies; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_922ca7f1_a5bc_4959_b97a_2426a32f][bookmark: _LINE__12_d30646a4_2472_465f_8454_589a10][bookmark: _LINE__13_64385500_d82e_4d85_ba8b_9d37db][bookmark: _LINE__14_2345b31c_22b2_4a5e_951d_41fe1d]C. Making recommendations to the Department of Education regarding African American studies curricula, revisions to the system of learning results, funding and opportunities for professional development, training and technical assistance; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_8d40b508_9eb6_4c5d_a31d_2a8a5680][bookmark: _LINE__15_068dbd58_1d54_4ff5_bd73_473edd][bookmark: _LINE__16_3d66af89_efb4_4b8c_9337_1ca27d][bookmark: _LINE__17_aace55fd_4011_4e4e_b548_de4c45][bookmark: _LINE__18_580ab62c_2aae_49ad_bb7a_8bbe50]D. Using data gathered pursuant to the representative statewide sampling conducted by the Department of Education of African American studies curricula in school administrative units to establish a baseline measure of the implementation of African American studies in school administrative units. 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0c677297_7b2c_4bfe_a9d6_27f3b0fa][bookmark: _LINE__19_d377b2c3_bd0b_47b1_b701_20fd24][bookmark: _LINE__20_e134d4e1_3544_47ff_a6e5_3d5902][bookmark: _LINE__21_83a038e4_70c7_4640_9433_3c4405]The advisory council is directed to submit an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters beginning January 15, 2027.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_4c753232_03f5_4f79_9dca_48e8f370][bookmark: _LINE__22_854f3a44_6e17_47a9_982e_d9f641][bookmark: _LINE__23_086471f9_6724_428a_bea4_2483f6]2.  It directs the Department of Education to develop professional development opportunities for educators in African American studies.   
[bookmark: _PAR__10_be353f36_1aa0_49aa_bb27_137d5f5][bookmark: _LINE__24_a9203bfe_b0fc_4993_a758_45bb94][bookmark: _LINE__25_7f6afbaf_2257_4dc3_97cc_0b344d][bookmark: _LINE__26_aab5d80c_ae01_4555_a3c8_8aa689][bookmark: _LINE__27_78ef7759_aa29_4d72_bcaa_a6243c][bookmark: _LINE__28_f86e09a8_1e7a_49d5_a986_fd0e90]3. It directs the State Board of Education to convene a stakeholder group to study the development of an endorsement in African American studies on an educator credential or the inclusion of a requirement for an African American studies course as a requirement for an educator credential in this State and report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later than January 15, 2026.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_7a40fa7c_57ea_4a20_9b95_bdab60b][bookmark: _LINE__29_562f0359_768d_4fa2_abb3_092c3b]4. It provides an appropriations and allocations section to:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_292b5567_b9fd_4cdc_a946_4bc627a][bookmark: _LINE__30_7a439fd7_99ea_4c04_897a_d37f84][bookmark: _LINE__31_036c1324_bd87_421e_9eed_5f2942][bookmark: _LINE__32_fc89db1e_21a7_40a1_87db_e0245e][bookmark: _LINE__33_6dfc1f0c_0e49_44ec_ae36_95ac74]A. Establish in the Department of Education a content specialist position in African American studies and to provide outreach to school administrative units with support and technical assistance in curriculum development and implementation of African American studies; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9ffbc531_5888_4313_9f5d_b5de37b][bookmark: _LINE__34_a32b4448_f53e_4697_97d4_b9a3ea][bookmark: _LINE__35_557881af_d09c_4b62_9746_a42817][bookmark: _LINE__36_6f4b5735_7127_4774_9ecd_88ea78][bookmark: _LINE__37_99948e20_fecb_45f1_8037_869d34]B. Provide $1,000,000 in one-time, nonlapsing funds in fiscal year 2025-26 to the Department of Education to support the work of the African American Studies Advisory Council and administer and provide grants to school administrative units to expand or implement African American studies curricula.
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