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An Act To Prevent Homelessness by Establishing an Eviction Mediation Program
L.D. 
An Act To Prevent Homelessness by Establishing an Eviction Mediation Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__45ee7311_cb84_4d69_886][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__55942de5_4559_47ce_8504_74508][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__9f502d53_75ee_425d_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_2d4eeb23_c73a_4a6a_8bdf_1a747a6][bookmark: _PAR__1_bd7bb9d5_e737_40f3_ab59_d756c56d][bookmark: _LINE__1_0d1c1ed6_4d7d_48d0_aded_d0300d9]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3efdcfcc_687e_4a53][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__77acd059_bf54_44e0_b5aa_1][bookmark: _PAR__3_1b4d8981_0a98_45fa_a267_1f9e1226][bookmark: _LINE__4_aec06ae2_253b_49f0_8f96_9bdbe2b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1ea3af82_d4af_4943]Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §6004-B is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__35be5037_174b_420e_b330][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__03d9c0ad_4bee_4741_9fcd_1cb][bookmark: _PAR__5_da475459_cd8c_452f_9bd4_deefba3b][bookmark: _LINE__6_5d5a6f1f_031f_45d6_a1d4_0c3343c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__31d98643_e4c4_4ea2_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a4c965c9_8b9e_4802_9a9][bookmark: _LINE__7_a3cb603e_b7d7_4247_8e8a_0b906c3][bookmark: _LINE__8_2c1bc5be_b368_4f10_9ae7_401a57c][bookmark: _LINE__9_a17ff028_fad6_4b36_ad07_44aadfb][bookmark: _LINE__10_7f1cf8ff_61a1_4f6b_ac49_c8daa1][bookmark: _LINE__11_d7b7cc11_48cc_42bf_abb4_abed1b][bookmark: _LINE__12_e804e7c0_d20d_4127_973b_190224][bookmark: _LINE__13_4c432a66_b0d7_49cd_886c_00a3e2]1.  Eviction mediation program established.  An eviction mediation program, referred to in this section as "the program" and administered by the Supreme Judicial Court, is established to provide mediation services in actions brought under this chapter. The program provides mediation services in an action brought under this chapter to support housing stability and prevent homelessness by achieving resolution of the action prior to entry of judgment against the tenant.  The Supreme Judicial Court may establish an orientation process for mediators and require a mediator to complete the orientation process prior to providing mediation services to the program.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__39470eca_c911_4e6f_9338][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a1026b93_3687_4a9b_9b03_4f31][bookmark: _PAR__9_9a4bcb9a_7352_4179_8b81_d822fc0b][bookmark: _LINE__25_3dbe59ff_1c5b_4f76_ba86_ead940][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c070b3a0_c415_4919_9ef]B.  The defendant;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__60d66d22_4bed_41c4_ba77][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2d1808cb_c1f6_4562_96d0_aa46][bookmark: _PAR__13_d5b31e35_7f98_4a23_8b88_cc458cb][bookmark: _LINE__28_db4956c8_16b8_4423_a155_e1ab7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb760706_62a9_471d_b97]B.  Recommendations for any changes to the program.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f3eb0ac3_7885_4c35_81e8_e53][bookmark: _PAR__3_b6120cf3_b2a4_4eab_96d0_bcb4e726][bookmark: _LINE__7_ce102468_b85e_42f2_97fb_f145a4d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aa7b4069_5831_4dae_bba4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b13852f8_1c3d_40b2_a2d][bookmark: _LINE__8_6b3a756b_98de_4f2c_8477_56c6d23](3) A list of rental assistance programs available to residential tenants in the jurisdiction of the court in which the action is brought;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__da4f4792_2110_44e2_bca1_233][bookmark: _PAR__4_d1e74196_b95c_47ae_a6f4_211e8db8][bookmark: _LINE__9_bc55e11a_85dd_455b_8bab_32c1d45][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e46f4044_f049_4629_a296][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__53af3a1c_74ff_471f_8f4][bookmark: _LINE__10_2b0c022e_d069_49c7_af75_d080d2](4) A list of resources that provide legal information and representation available to residential tenants in the jurisdiction of the court in which the action is brought;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6e18e9fd_298e_49a2_9b78_7e3][bookmark: _PAR__5_0608e7a3_5433_4e70_9cfd_22a50ea7][bookmark: _LINE__11_bc0cbe1e_bb66_4852_b456_218cc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e0bb819b_e17b_42a9_b2f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__07c851f0_1c76_4b10_8f2][bookmark: _LINE__12_68935009_a28b_44ed_addd_5b6c96](5) A list of resources that provide housing counseling available to residential tenants in the jurisdiction of the court in which the action is brought;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a5143f63_e9ab_41c6_8c0a_647][bookmark: _PAR__6_ee3d84a7_6a03_40d0_9b97_c55f07a9][bookmark: _LINE__13_c6dcf1d8_7b4a_40f4_bb65_330e8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28165d8f_8e19_4224_8630][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0fdced13_e863_4204_bef][bookmark: _LINE__14_6c50d39b_0fc0_43bb_932e_7d3cd3](6) A statement that the defendant has a right to request mediation prior to or during the initial telephonic status conference under subsection 2; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__920fae4e_659b_4e17_970d_26e][bookmark: _PAR__7_acbf7cc8_1ff9_4048_9a21_2ce1ec79][bookmark: _LINE__15_35ec7213_e239_44ea_af0e_e3ad64][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc9eaff1_32ee_495e_af04][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4696f54_4f32_461e_a58](7) A court-approved form to request mediation.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9347000e_5e9e_4d5a_b0b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2a63d689_fd7b_4c38_b567_008][bookmark: _PAR__8_a01814e3_eeb5_40f1_8a3d_25580f93][bookmark: _LINE__16_d153d890_cd4d_43ec_b5db_c4c654][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f33d58d3_a525_4f47_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__27cafbfc_0438_4dd7_bfa][bookmark: _LINE__17_a3d2bccb_fde3_4c3e_b952_3b5b6e]2. Procedures. An action brought under this chapter must follow the following procedures:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9da13479_cc8f_4200_a8e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1d780580_7df8_4b92_9a9d_97c0][bookmark: _PAR__9_8541bf45_9878_4795_8a46_413eb6f6][bookmark: _LINE__18_8fa2cd54_0bb2_470b_993a_83e526][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c4d72eb4_f732_4a42_8e6][bookmark: _LINE__19_3b6dc22a_2a9e_4602_9ede_5d0dc2][bookmark: _LINE__20_b2a28eb5_cdba_488f_81a2_8773d4][bookmark: _LINE__21_7c893d8b_b504_4a66_9386_b51c7a]A. The court shall schedule an initial telephonic status conference, unless otherwise ordered by the court, at which either party may request mediation, receive information about legal assistance, housing counseling or rental assistance programs and inform the court if a mediation agreement has been reached;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__35c9bd8b_9969_42dc_b859][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bc74cd0d_ccfa_44e1_a331_9746][bookmark: _PAR__10_0ba68692_7aaa_4c1f_aa78_4b7af88][bookmark: _LINE__22_d5aeb69d_bf9f_42d2_ae90_be27cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a648760c_f306_4a74_baf]B. At the initial telephonic status conference, the court shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d4f64f0a_2ae8_4be5_a88c_845][bookmark: _PAR__11_296e01b2_5bf0_4cfa_8d51_2a54c3b][bookmark: _LINE__23_9156ccd5_3c9a_4930_a3c3_cf2260][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__37894ce6_4539_4892_96c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e6ee10f_95c3_40b5_b65][bookmark: _LINE__24_c158fdb2_f46d_45fa_9664_e214ef](1) If both parties appear, schedule a final hearing and, if ordered by the court or requested by a party, mediation under section 6004-B;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d3378c77_b7c9_4396_a690_5b6][bookmark: _PAR__12_a3adeb2c_f99a_4fba_b87f_1314619][bookmark: _LINE__25_ac6315d9_4979_46ae_9d9a_abd9ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c120658b_d5e6_4ee5_ab76][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__82ee1817_3707_4fd5_bdd](2) If the plaintiff fails to appear, dismiss the action without prejudice;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__22bb551d_2dd0_4088_b6ef_4b5][bookmark: _PAR__13_d4ad9750_07d4_428d_848e_a878442][bookmark: _LINE__26_448c1855_0727_496f_8a12_23ad22][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__88fa0397_b37f_4a69_9034][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf26a47a_0d10_4c6c_8d4](3) If the defendant fails to appear, schedule a final hearing; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9b717466_0afe_4673_a27d_198][bookmark: _PAR__14_a4c69db3_213c_48f1_a374_b0ae5f7][bookmark: _LINE__27_2b30962f_f79b_419a_a4db_8053e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ec69a7a_483c_4a96_a7b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__96641f9c_8956_4e04_b6c](4) If both parties fail to appear, dismiss the action without prejudice; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__60090d40_e7c8_4655_ba26][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__db53cf3a_91bb_4bf8_9228_ca74][bookmark: _PAR__15_255660c5_1efd_4652_9d54_d686d14][bookmark: _LINE__28_2313d2b1_fece_4199_a8bc_6b31fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c600d33f_a056_4d00_86b]C. At the final hearing, the court shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__116fa536_32d0_4ea8_8207_ad2][bookmark: _PAR__16_0acaaf36_cfae_40ca_8d5c_0ae2f87][bookmark: _LINE__29_576cb489_eab9_44d6_8509_0179a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb062f05_2c5b_4dd0_808f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ef42800_dcb2_4c59_918](1) Approve a mediation order under section 6004-B, subsection 6; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3ad57bd8_8c97_46a2_a1be_ed7][bookmark: _PAR__17_47369860_d6e4_4bcd_923e_e39848a][bookmark: _LINE__30_432665ae_b3a0_47ee_b9ee_eb56f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd65f346_efe1_4837_882d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd8c8bad_fda1_456f_9f5](2) If there is no mediation order under section 6004-B:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__b5f46145_369c_4122_8584_038f][bookmark: _PAR__18_c2cd086f_6ee8_4b6a_835c_4e2ae0d][bookmark: _LINE__31_85a5d5ab_0e69_4a68_98b0_30c7f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb3fd365_15c5_422e_b089][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a92f5508_33f5_4af6_ad5](a) If both parties appear, commence the final hearing;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__16437db5_39c3_4ddb_832f_c042][bookmark: _PAR__19_3e433856_63e6_49d2_98a6_a9778cd][bookmark: _LINE__32_108dc959_de9a_49a9_bb74_6cf733][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d1244120_4b7f_4f89_80bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62ef1706_c610_479e_a7b](b) If the plaintiff fails to appear, dismiss the action without prejudice;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__1d9219c0_389d_4489_9f40_b2f1][bookmark: _PAR__20_0e3fefa2_773b_455f_8ee8_76ee052][bookmark: _LINE__33_2603e1ad_1f11_4c74_82e0_9bdbc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__41c4ae32_eadb_4b7a_a3ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f9e81c7e_2ea8_41e6_a5e][bookmark: _LINE__34_18cba73c_4ccf_4511_9c87_00b69c](c) If the defendant fails to appear, order judgment in favor of the plaintiff upon affirmative proof by the plaintiff of the elements of the complaint; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__e96cb539_2a3c_49d1_813b_92fa][bookmark: _PAR__21_2a101057_182c_4324_ad42_66039ca][bookmark: _LINE__35_7e1252e3_baa8_4ff2_958b_8ec852][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb70fb51_b029_4d95_a57a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a18655f5_bbe1_47e1_9ef](d) If both parties fail to appear, dismiss the action without prejudice.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__684f2642_86f5_4734][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__308dc5f6_954e_466b_a4ac_5][bookmark: _PAR__22_99eae11a_3a7f_482b_b968_644c900][bookmark: _LINE__36_fa7a55d0_f8bf_43d6_a606_460309][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__47d010df_694f_4a75]Sec. 4.  30-A MRSA §4852, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__02226936_439d_4932_a0ea][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__30899a78_3144_4fcb_a4dc_6f8][bookmark: _PAR__23_65d8f70a_3805_4a84_b9b8_fc44cce][bookmark: _LINE__37_45928347_9e64_4df1_b6af_edf0dd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__daa389af_34fb_42b0_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c43e5e27_f0c4_4a91_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9beb1e06_639d_499b_910][bookmark: _LINE__38_86ebb80b_0970_4700_ac88_6ddbc2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__ad190977_5429_4b29_9382_156][bookmark: _PAGE__4_7ee4bceb_0ebb_4e72_a6b2_9012de6][bookmark: _PAR__1_5a5df4ca_d28f_41eb_bb26_ab00e08d][bookmark: _LINE__1_e4722e72_1571_418e_880b_10dc094][bookmark: _LINE__2_444b1f68_c8fe_41a1_bbd0_5fb6cb6]1-A.  Eviction mediation program.  Beginning July 1, 2022, the Maine State Housing Authority shall allocate $1,350,000 from the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund each fiscal year to support the eviction mediation program under Title 14, section 6004-B, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a47b9f29_0e11_446f_93e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c1a2405f_d850_4936_bba2_5941][bookmark: _PAR__2_8b04fe41_b90d_4c92_9d52_4096e153][bookmark: _LINE__3_37279249_3d45_4d52_ad1c_ac48238][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dc281097_1b7e_459f_bf6][bookmark: _LINE__4_6ffebe77_5888_4305_a3d5_17bea8c]A. To one or more legal services providers $1,000,000 to provide legal representation to tenants subject to forcible entry and detainer actions under Title 14, chapter 709; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d410b98_be7e_4d99_a29d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4db7d4c9_d04f_4c99_b50f_9bc0][bookmark: _PAR__3_0cacc20c_8db3_4677_94d6_e2f54627][bookmark: _LINE__5_471f83b6_a4b4_4658_9405_69461ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d96da46_439d_40c4_821][bookmark: _LINE__6_d930713e_f869_4806_b99f_58a87cd]B. To the Maine Supreme Judicial Court $350,000 to offset the costs to the court system of implementing the eviction mediation program.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__218e056e_aace_4163][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6e4c8f84_6e5e_453e_a401_7][bookmark: _PAR__4_fee3579c_d570_4390_a95e_26a5fad5][bookmark: _LINE__7_7581c717_1120_4a5f_b3ed_327025f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__34defa1c_fd64_4623][bookmark: _LINE__8_c0e66806_173c_4fe2_b4fd_9fa2179]Sec. 5.  30-A MRSA §4852, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 1989, c. 48, §§5 and 31 and amended by c. 581, §11, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a797c9df_4f9b_4ada_a446][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__39f5b21a_fa2f_41e3_ab0d_ffd][bookmark: _PAR__5_1223076d_bd03_4158_8163_568ff632][bookmark: _LINE__9_a6658eb3_0d68_4742_8a65_a5e60b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8c226926_f540_4480_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d5041f68_c2cd_4a65_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0c8ddfa5_b897_4f6c_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__18c39870_cab8_407a_826][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ccdf5174_9f08_4d23_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2bef0400_ef07_4416_a6][bookmark: _LINE__10_462f23e4_b09e_462a_a48e_1b1780]2.  Use Other uses of money.  Money remaining in the fund after the purposes of subsection 1-A have been carried out may be used as provided in this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2b4ef79_019d_472f_86fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aec9e2df_2b0e_408a_9ddf_fe1d][bookmark: _PAR__6_9392ca36_c473_45f3_8152_52d3ffdf][bookmark: _LINE__11_c41161c3_3af0_4fbb_b4e0_2f9bde][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c26a7de3_5863_4ff0_a1a]A.  Money in the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund may be applied to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__86ee7468_496c_4a83_950b_b39][bookmark: _PAR__7_a8368a73_aa6b_4090_b3af_3968ec35][bookmark: _LINE__12_edbe6ade_e988_4ae2_b18c_7dd88a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d3dcf45f_8fbf_4585_b7fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ee3eec8_120c_404f_beb][bookmark: _LINE__13_ebdf6dfe_5377_4125_acdc_56727e](1)  Reduce the rate of interest on or the principal amount of such mortgage loans as the Maine State Housing Authority determines;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__997aa5bd_49cd_438b_a4f7_003][bookmark: _PAR__8_906d7e49_3a8c_42a6_a275_74c41c15][bookmark: _LINE__14_385d316a_8339_400b_94df_071123][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d96f4364_d752_4c30_a74b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__023e43b0_529a_4445_974][bookmark: _LINE__15_39b66167_3965_4b7f_8844_db8688](2)  Reduce payments by persons of low-income for the rental of single-family or multi-unit residential housing;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__16142ed5_1ba0_47b8_aeae_969][bookmark: _PAR__9_93fff8a6_c2e3_43ef_9e8f_6a36dece][bookmark: _LINE__16_7a0101ed_77de_46a2_989b_013171][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__79005c0d_e0c3_4a70_a5aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__107bca65_f3da_4d8d_bd5][bookmark: _LINE__17_9b1674c0_cd41_433a_9354_be11db](3)  Make mortgage loans and such other types of loans or grants as the Maine State Housing Authority determines;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__520baecd_1324_40ea_bfcf_17c][bookmark: _PAR__10_cbb5a009_be40_445c_bc30_57d8d8c][bookmark: _LINE__18_a0d727f4_10a4_4496_b3a5_14f552][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f593fbfa_0550_4e85_9d2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd4e1618_b40a_401d_8d4][bookmark: _LINE__19_42bdeba6_fe90_4526_bf50_9b83b0][bookmark: _LINE__20_7dec8a34_e126_4015_afbd_66fcf7](4)  Fund reserve funds for, pay capitalized interest on, pay costs of issuance of or otherwise secure and facilitate the sale of the Maine State Housing Authority's bonds issued under this subchapter;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1cf41b46_91a0_4ec7_aed2_53a][bookmark: _PAR__11_c39d38f7_66ac_4771_8c6d_3e7fb80][bookmark: _LINE__21_22ab2484_e605_4017_bd8e_8e7c41][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5bd37a15_2137_44dd_80c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cbd4cdff_f81e_415d_ade][bookmark: _LINE__22_070a8e39_b48f_41ca_a96d_c5cbb3][bookmark: _LINE__23_f9abb9de_aab1_4a45_bec2_ab3417](5)  Pay the administrative costs of state public bodies or other public instrumentalities and private, nonprofit corporations directly associated with housing projects; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2ed27293_336b_4c0c_83cc_9f5][bookmark: _PAR__12_8c05ccd2_1c0d_4639_9167_239f306][bookmark: _LINE__24_2ee15ec7_3fe7_4f2c_bd2d_729acc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e8f27ac9_86d9_4529_b0ea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__22143f73_6607_42f3_a98][bookmark: _LINE__25_9a39e6c3_88c6_4820_9bd5_db154d](6)  Otherwise make the costs of single-family or multi-unit residential housing affordable by persons of low-income.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8bc61f97_87ce_4d2a_b8f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4e4d2326_82b3_476e_9b19_d278][bookmark: _PAR__13_84bebc27_34f2_4991_8f85_90c7401][bookmark: _LINE__26_c539ad95_4d42_4c46_9e71_a12587][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e3f8a656_00c9_496b_8f8][bookmark: _LINE__27_67438d96_7aa5_439a_b544_58dc1a]A-1.  In addition to the uses provided in paragraph A, the following may be used to pay the administrative costs of the authority's programs:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2138d669_903d_4931_bb9f_5dc][bookmark: _PAR__14_95fa55e8_81c2_470b_a044_227f01f][bookmark: _LINE__28_9a4590a2_9fab_488d_9b7d_bd0678][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77e91cbe_74bc_44ea_abae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e5d48e6f_c571_4a12_8c2][bookmark: _LINE__29_832ae570_39b2_43af_b903_1a5929][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a4e539b7_18f7_4fec_b20][bookmark: _LINE__30_d7004082_3439_4ae7_9a87_efd365](1)  No more than 3% of the money in the fund, other than amounts derived from the dedication of the tax on real estate transfers established in Title 36, chapter 711‑A;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1f67a0f8_1e37_4410_9359_f5a][bookmark: _PAR__15_47de8d1a_77ab_491f_91c0_475201f][bookmark: _LINE__31_4102e293_5bac_4557_851e_6fcdf7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b101daca_a00a_4434_8bea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e3100773_3f99_4d07_9ed](2)  Any earnings from the fund; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f36300d4_6428_40b4_a2dd_e7b][bookmark: _PAR__16_19620fa8_ee2d_4959_a14e_69aaaa9][bookmark: _LINE__32_c9d877c3_a00d_4c73_a608_62ee70][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__696d994f_b25a_4fd4_9e33][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f933b45b_ca60_4e9a_a6e][bookmark: _LINE__33_b14c6aae_95ce_4c12_8488_fd0954](3)  Any recoveries to the fund, including, but not limited to, repayments, recaptures of principal and recaptures of interest owed.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6efbf077_fad9_4fab_a0f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__febafb77_b15f_4226_ba43_597c][bookmark: _PAR__17_001f24e6_a878_4dd3_94be_9e3be2d][bookmark: _LINE__34_38f90314_2663_4516_b13a_39eaf6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__85cba753_5bb9_4d83_90c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cf1ab925_9dc1_4f19_b49][bookmark: _LINE__35_b58e0b65_0650_4ee6_bf26_accc34][bookmark: _LINE__36_6ea989cd_e2b8_49d8_8801_6a1e82]B.  Notwithstanding the requirements of section 4702, subsection 10, mortgage loans made or assisted with money from the fund may be secured by a mortgage which does not constitute a first lien.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__de95bc2f_a9e0_4f79_85e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b75d4490_df1f_47ec_bae1_8799][bookmark: _PAR__18_85853102_f457_460d_ba66_75b3d02][bookmark: _LINE__37_669800d3_01c5_4e05_aa56_b279a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__37d29999_2aeb_4160_bd3][bookmark: _LINE__38_2ae47d83_8a9c_497f_861c_5f9e9f][bookmark: _LINE__39_4a2b131d_95c8_43cd_9f48_1072d4][bookmark: _LINE__40_c8f02acf_024a_489c_8914_bbe091][bookmark: _LINE__41_13432ebb_dade_425e_ba65_82d89b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__e5ddb38f_0d3c_4941_810f_c6a][bookmark: _PAGE__5_3f690510_d259_4788_8cf0_4b3efda][bookmark: _PAR__1_9ea7ab12_300b_4f1d_a6b2_657a6a92][bookmark: _LINE__1_b8e32c80_a2fd_486c_9155_15f083a][bookmark: _LINE__2_eb3249a3_28f6_437c_b2c1_47d50c7][bookmark: _LINE__3_108fcb31_7a86_4f62_a184_6f19a19][bookmark: _LINE__4_e5076965_b5d3_4e3b_b30b_e419191][bookmark: _LINE__5_65c3dd3b_07ac_4459_b7c9_9591921][bookmark: _LINE__6_44ffc82c_cd7d_465b_8465_c341ae8]C.  If any money in the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund is used in conjunction with or as part of the issuance of any mortgage purchase bonds and the proceeds of the bonds are allocated by the Maine State Housing Authority to assist in the acquisition of housing, the Maine State Housing Authority may require that the purchaser of the housing make a minimum down payment in an amount determined by the Maine State Housing Authority; except that any such requirement shall not apply to mortgage loans insured or guaranteed by the United States Veterans Administration, the Federal Housing Administration or any other agency of the Federal Government that allows for a lesser down payment than that required by the Maine State Housing Authority.  The Maine State Housing Authority may not limit the maximum down payment that may be required.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_1997948b_e3d4_43f0_81be_b95bb12c][bookmark: _LINE__16_aaf88556_f828_4568_8502_87b8d9][bookmark: _LINE__17_b400ba4c_0cc9_4572_a450_9f93c5][bookmark: _LINE__18_64d588bc_da44_4ecc_9361_854482][bookmark: _LINE__19_67664b58_1316_450f_9cab_f31f17][bookmark: _LINE__20_39f4d059_9abc_482e_ac20_7e6109][bookmark: _LINE__21_f4601ba6_f62d_4da9_a494_8048aa][bookmark: _LINE__22_ec8aea2b_db24_4a12_9749_e844e9][bookmark: _LINE__23_962d38a2_fc8d_415f_a56f_28457e][bookmark: _LINE__24_921111c6_b960_4804_9758_fe5900][bookmark: _LINE__25_c31baa50_a11c_4e5c_bbe8_996d63][bookmark: _LINE__26_0cff6ae7_5cfe_4526_a276_2d7ce4]This bill establishes an eviction mediation program to provide mediation services to the parties in forcible entry and detainer actions. The court may order and either party may request mediation, which is then mandatory for the parties. The program also provides information on rental, housing and legal counseling and assistance to tenants.  This bill establishes court procedures for forcible entry actions and directs the Maine State Housing Authority to develop a form landlords must include with the summons and complaint detailing the tenant’s rights and providing information on rental, housing and legal assistance.  The bill also directs the Maine State Housing Authority to expend $1,350,000 each fiscal year from the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund to hire legal services for tenants subject to eviction proceedings and to the Maine Supreme Judicial Court to offset costs to the court system for implementing the eviction mediation process.
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