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An Act to Change Responsibility for Animal Control Officer Training to the Department of Public Safety
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c258abe7_1713_4826_aa0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__a7a0b039_bdb7_49f9_839e_f81f6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__263e9161_b05d_48b8_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_241a2554_4ad1_49ce_98b9_982c612][bookmark: _PAR__1_544f00ad_c9f1_47d0_8ce4_5c21327d][bookmark: _LINE__1_713b7f70_9d9d_4863_8934_9a6f762]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae8c3cf8_de8a_4244_ab5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__36ba0ad4_3d89_4664_becd_dceb][bookmark: _PAR__7_e2dc6ae9_f719_49dc_949e_68c7e551][bookmark: _LINE__11_58831dba_6989_4cbb_a9cd_0e8af8][bookmark: _LINE__12_e6730bc7_39b3_4923_806a_1b42d1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d8da0642_0351_453d_9ca][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d90a596d_d936_4a55_bbf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2ed5bfeb_37ef_4bfd_aad][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9cc3fec1_a551_4343_9a5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2a3f57f6_2dd7_4eb7_947][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8536cdce_06a3_4b21_842][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c8129f39_a288_49c7_ba7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b08df1cd_f26c_47ec_8d1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7e92d4f8_a09f_49db_ac5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__266926da_725d_45c0_994][bookmark: _LINE__13_847d4584_1c6e_4178_877c_ec1db0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__663879de_b73c_4abd_b4d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f0fc5469_847d_4b6a_828][bookmark: _LINE__14_f4a47635_f438_4ebe_bd2e_8250b6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__097f77d7_a866_412e_a7f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2c50433d_f955_4c22_9cb][bookmark: _LINE__15_704be357_cb16_4785_8eb6_775ec7][bookmark: _LINE__16_a1973a4f_51cc_4f35_a328_2bc159][bookmark: _LINE__17_0057308c_347a_4560_89db_7b9641]Each municipality shall appoint one or more animal control officers whose duties are enforcement of sections 3911, 3912, 3916, 3921, 3924, 3948, 3950, 3950‑A, 3952‑A, 4041 and 4042 and Title 17, section 1023, responding to reports of animals suspected of having rabies in accordance with Title 22, sections 1313 and 1313‑A and any other duties to control animals as the municipality may require.  A municipality may appoint an employee of an animal shelter as an animal control officer as long as the person meets the qualifications and training requirements of this section.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f16b943e_0e47_4a9b_a198][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6d7e3091_f8f9_4036_873a_592][bookmark: _PAR__12_0c2d2817_3788_4b15_88d6_488067a][bookmark: _LINE__36_6a6cd0d6_2ab2_4383_9e72_844410][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ae143849_1e77_4a89_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5316ee58_5d3f_48e1_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__00987152_9e01_4055_972][bookmark: _LINE__37_2da44ba7_0896_4183_90f1_0a4274][bookmark: _LINE__38_6142efcc_0343_43f1_a43b_531864][bookmark: _LINE__39_73f98a0c_912f_4a9b_b075_a5f478][bookmark: _LINE__40_0ba1c5dd_8947_427b_9627_cce818][bookmark: _LINE__41_1d537ea5_f29e_4add_8c21_f1f0d0][bookmark: _LINE__42_8eede050_cab6_4a42_a1ae_6d7ace][bookmark: _LINE__43_ec0c6508_f7a7_413a_ac1b_0634d1]1.  Training and certification of animal control officers.  Upon initial appointment, an animal control officer must complete a basic training program and be certified by the Commissioner of Public Safety in accordance with this subsection within 6 months of appointment.  An animal control officer must attend an advanced training program to maintain certification.  An animal control officer must have a minimum of 8 hours of training each year.  The Commissioner of Public Safety shall develop both a basic and an advanced program to train animal control officers. The basic training program must include training in the following:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__38cbcf6d_b94b][bookmark: _PAR__6_d0db7179_c8b6_404f_91aa_87c9f723][bookmark: _LINE__9_fe41b6ba_11d8_4af2_b64e_8fee250][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f4ee9c66_35f0_46d6][bookmark: _LINE__10_571065e3_bffc_4468_9808_c7a45c][bookmark: _LINE__11_f050df22_2d15_4898_a667_849fb5][bookmark: _LINE__12_c98c68ba_5e26_453a_bde3_e7d6fe][bookmark: _LINE__13_9a537bec_a560_4069_ae3c_88d4f8]Sec. 4.  Transition provision.  All existing certifications of animal control officers by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry that are valid on the effective date of this Act are transferred to the Department of Public Safety; animal control officers certified under the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry continue to be certified under the Department of Public Safety until their certifications expire.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_ee6a9383_20b4_469f_88ff_d8c64b58][bookmark: _LINE__15_90e79ed3_449a_46c5_a29a_ffef6c][bookmark: _LINE__16_94cb4b36_684b_4df1_956f_eb4494][bookmark: _LINE__17_bb648397_3af6_438f_a03c_6d4ebd][bookmark: _LINE__18_34876028_e238_4700_a7c7_c6d7de][bookmark: _LINE__19_807f9918_f305_4654_8504_a0d5de]This bill provides that the Commissioner of Public Safety develop programs to train animal control officers rather than the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.  The bill also requires the Commissioner of Public Safety, rather than the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to certify all animal control officers who successfully complete the training programs.
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