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Resolve, to Reestablish and Continue the Work of the Blue Economy Task Force
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0c231bdc_d4d8][bookmark: _PAR__2_29f87084_3f9c_4482_a40a_52baaf7f][bookmark: _LINE__7_302be38f_4de8_43ad_9be8_c297b4a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fd0319cf_8cf2_431f][bookmark: _LINE__8_203ddb89_e77f_4895_b35a_d7f55dd][bookmark: _LINE__9_b049dcaa_164e_4d54_b553_b25895c][bookmark: _LINE__10_686bc78f_4496_445c_bbd6_6b4dd9][bookmark: _LINE__11_cd8ac01a_af6d_45c7_86f5_904ab8][bookmark: _LINE__12_59dc285e_8a76_4441_9d9d_17c6fb][bookmark: _LINE__13_5e03cf46_5dff_4617_93d8_d3366c][bookmark: _LINE__14_97285336_6f77_44c2_9aaf_865b63]Sec. 2. Task force membership. Resolved: That the task force must consist of no less than 13 members, including representatives of public and private research institutions, businesses that are innovating in various blue economy sectors, fisheries businesses, aquaculture businesses and equity investors in blue economy businesses, the President of the Maine Technology Institute or the president's designee and a member of a state commission dedicated to working waterfront issues. A majority of the task force membership must represent either blue economy businesses or entities directly involved in the commercialization of blue economy-related research and innovation.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_6de4dae9_6f39_457b_be1c_5ff88a28][bookmark: _LINE__18_7f4e602d_0649_4853_9e64_4f590a][bookmark: _LINE__19_d5cc329b_f73e_4bca_9c38_789728]1. Relevant state agencies, including the Department of Marine Resources, the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future and the State Economist;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b543177b_c2ad_47f4_a141_acea57c2][bookmark: _LINE__20_94a49d60_d4ca_4744_897c_20fc01][bookmark: _LINE__21_2ced2fef_76a4_4b6a_99cc_4f03ee][bookmark: _LINE__22_517076e1_f504_4ef5_a28d_54b0d4]2. Publicly funded institutions, including the Maine Maritime Academy, the University of Maine's MARINE initiative, the University of Maine's Aquaculture Research Institute, the Maine Aquaculture Innovation Center and the University of Maine's Maine Sea Grant;
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_936c9039_0c4f_48e7_b3ff_5297d596][bookmark: _LINE__24_d2b8707e_a9d9_44e4_9793_59977b][bookmark: _LINE__25_e8d822d5_260e_4c4e_967a_57c19e][bookmark: _LINE__26_7d0c24cd_8976_41ad_9dae_9ca233][bookmark: _LINE__27_de374cae_f590_498b_a812_c33ee4]4. Businesses that build boats or manage boatyards, representatives of businesses that develop marine technologies, products and services, including innovative and emerging technology, and representatives of businesses that engage in marine construction or marine engineering;
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__29222232_dc99][bookmark: _PAR__12_ce6b3aea_b8a8_44f7_959b_a8f1b11][bookmark: _LINE__36_45adf3c8_64ca_410f_a1d9_87a703][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__66516a18_cb12_46b3][bookmark: _LINE__37_4e8bbc21_754d_4b88_8938_accc0c][bookmark: _LINE__38_d074cc5b_0383_48f9_9f6e_05909f][bookmark: _LINE__39_64a2d10c_193e_4a7e_a103_5ddd93][bookmark: _LINE__40_190cdf0b_bb07_43ef_b278_4c1b4b]Sec. 4. Duties. Resolved: That the task force shall develop a report that outlines the sectors of the State's blue economy and existing economic development plans or strategies for blue economy sectors and identifies opportunities where the State can enhance or facilitate the growth and scaling of blue economy businesses. The report developed under this section must include the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_84ffd5ab_e84b_4c36_bf64_83ca64c][bookmark: _LINE__41_aae5e562_414a_496a_9a19_ebfe4b][bookmark: _LINE__42_66e0a161_cab0_46d9_a65e_e79623][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__45ccfeda_9fd7_4366_9aec_a20][bookmark: _PAGE__2_dfee8465_5859_418b_a7cc_b94fb6d][bookmark: _PAR__1_afc66bd4_9f52_41e9_9b25_04b8712c][bookmark: _LINE__1_28da4139_fbe8_43ad_9dd4_a5feba4][bookmark: _LINE__2_05a0d89e_fe96_4e0c_af50_c3a5f20][bookmark: _LINE__3_1bf10428_c35a_4aeb_a91c_85d6de8][bookmark: _LINE__4_ac6715cc_ad75_41b9_a5b6_18b3e3a]1. For sectors within the State's blue economy with an existing economic development plan, strategy or roadmap, an overview of that economic development plan, strategy or roadmap and an identification of any recommendations that could enhance or facilitate growth of those sectors. Recommendations made by the task force in its report under section 6 may not be inconsistent with, and must build upon, any recommendations identified under this subsection;
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_527060e8_b952_4c31_8711_e4a4db39][bookmark: _LINE__8_ba006354_3f58_4033_8dfb_03d66c0][bookmark: _LINE__9_7ac1ccf7_b5ee_4d56_a54b_b29cf5b]3. Workforce development, including the development of education and training programs of direct relevance to the blue economy, especially in higher education; 
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_809774dd_3fac_4360_89a1_98978e42][bookmark: _LINE__12_d92549bf_4310_4f08_a5e1_1526c7][bookmark: _LINE__13_6e7fa3e6_47b3_4dfa_a1ac_d684c8][bookmark: _LINE__14_52480a9c_1bf5_425f_92fd_585fc8][bookmark: _LINE__15_afd45521_34c0_499f_8166_2d48d2]5. The creation of a design for a proposed Center for a Blue Economy that continues stakeholder engagement, develops resources for industry and creates an action plan based on the recommendations in the report submitted pursuant to Resolve 2023, chapter 119, section 6. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c7082624_1614_4eb9_ac1e_9dfbec34][bookmark: _LINE__16_ead9452f_f893_4f32_937c_2de476][bookmark: _LINE__17_105ed9ad_e676_4672_abd3_b3d6e6][bookmark: _LINE__18_7ea615eb_3795_493d_bf87_66953b][bookmark: _LINE__19_a1794308_8158_468d_9afb_7007b8]In conducting its duties under this section, to the extent practicable, the task force shall focus on business opportunities, economic growth and research and technology transfers, including growth opportunities for businesses in the State, as well as opportunities to attract businesses from elsewhere to expand operations in the State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_595e080f_fbd9_4984_b056_839b4a3][bookmark: _LINE__29_2693c462_28ad_4315_a240_81d951][bookmark: _LINE__30_86e025d3_43e5_4093_924b_16728a][bookmark: _LINE__31_b322261a_eef0_4474_b669_9d000f][bookmark: _LINE__32_b3b44483_dbef_4daa_bd73_84b52d][bookmark: _LINE__33_19ad1e53_e315_4361_9406_3bd9db][bookmark: _LINE__34_4b7ad01d_51c5_4cd8_b824_450d81][bookmark: _LINE__35_4af4122c_28cc_4fdc_a605_a10dd8][bookmark: _LINE__36_a00df16b_5de5_441d_b264_97903b][bookmark: _LINE__37_ce3962dc_bb48_4ba4_9f04_a53bb2][bookmark: _LINE__38_599b2944_68f4_48be_8cd6_ebf467]This resolve reestablishes the Blue Economy Task Force, which was previously established by the 131st Legislature in 2023.  The task force is charged with developing a report that outlines the sectors of the State's blue economy and existing economic development plans or strategies for blue economy sectors and identifies opportunities where the State can enhance or facilitate the growth and scaling of blue economy businesses, including the creation of a design for a proposed Center for a Blue Economy.  The task force is required to submit a written report by February 1, 2026 to the Governor and the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development, which may report out legislation based on the findings and recommendations in the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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