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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__be726867_2298][bookmark: _PAR__11_32c3a609_81df_4917_9761_f606195][bookmark: _LINE__31_3dd5f300_87cc_45f8_a0d7_c8c17d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fa2d5196_2451_4a88][bookmark: _LINE__32_554b0994_54b7_4e3e_81f0_0af30b][bookmark: _LINE__33_825e8892_d187_43cb_b529_cab5a7][bookmark: _LINE__34_de926ec6_2b3f_43c1_910e_4ee046][bookmark: _LINE__35_15774add_6c04_48c9_a919_81e615][bookmark: _LINE__36_a92e15a8_8998_4843_a70f_952516][bookmark: _LINE__37_20e45fbf_2371_4ab1_b93f_20f7f7][bookmark: _LINE__38_1889070d_e7e5_4688_9790_81e26b][bookmark: _LINE__39_481b0d40_6391_4210_9e3b_19f4ba]Sec. 2.  Department of Environmental Protection report on funding.  If by March 1, 2024 the Department of Environmental Protection has not secured the funding necessary to implement the greenhouse gas removal program under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 579‑A by May 1, 2024, the department shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources regarding the status of program implementation and the challenges encountered in securing funding for the program and identifying alternative funding options for consideration. After reviewing the report, the committee may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_e845507b_8b6f_4c1c_a605_4ae70892][bookmark: _LINE__5_db22e294_3fc2_4e88_83f5_43dd895][bookmark: _LINE__6_8f4b7bd3_4645_4adc_8b6e_d4f4865][bookmark: _LINE__7_ceaadebb_bc3b_4114_898c_9fa6ec7][bookmark: _LINE__8_7f851dbb_3d1a_4a1c_bca4_3a2bc8c][bookmark: _LINE__9_69210273_acc7_4e91_bd5a_35e9e71][bookmark: _LINE__10_7ca490bb_117c_42bb_beab_d9ca1d][bookmark: _LINE__11_6536aafc_3785_45bb_aad8_c16754]1. Research, develop, assess and deploy methods of removing greenhouse gases through the implementation of incentives, collaborations, educational initiatives, rules, programs or other activities within the jurisdiction of relevant state agencies, with consideration given to similar methods developed or proposed by the United States Department of Agriculture, the United States Department of Energy, the United States Environmental Protection Agency and other federal agencies and other public or private entities;
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_994dd08e_146f_49e0_9421_0d793ba0][bookmark: _LINE__15_64919de3_91a9_4c7d_a50b_2b7be8][bookmark: _LINE__16_439e6039_7981_4c65_8c31_0e51d1][bookmark: _LINE__17_fff2a22b_dd6a_41ab_850a_8f824c][bookmark: _LINE__18_8624cebd_bc27_4160_8576_3939cd][bookmark: _LINE__19_b52e69f0_53b5_41c7_9866_ca666c][bookmark: _LINE__20_ba1b5540_b0d3_4817_abe9_10a8eb][bookmark: _LINE__21_267fa9e4_5612_4120_8b82_9b38fb][bookmark: _LINE__22_ece5bfa2_c4e3_46e3_91e6_4200ca][bookmark: _LINE__23_842eac74_264f_4382_97de_558ede]3.  Identify and secure available federal and other funding to support the removal of greenhouse gases under the program, except that the department may not impose any fees or fines on any person to fund the program. If by March 1, 2024 the department has not secured the funding necessary to implement the program by May 1, 2024, the department is required to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources regarding the status of program implementation and the challenges encountered in securing funding for the program and identifying alternative funding options for consideration. After reviewing the report, the committee may report out legislation relating to the report.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c71465fd_1568_46f6_8da1_023f4d97][bookmark: _LINE__24_e0e684ba_6675_44d5_95b6_87c4b7][bookmark: _LINE__25_8371ffbe_fc03_4c16_a3b7_ab1d1c][bookmark: _LINE__26_4cad496c_96fd_4ee6_b9eb_d35bee][bookmark: _LINE__27_f6f9efc6_a352_4d4b_8886_97c749][bookmark: _LINE__28_eff0e701_070c_42c6_bed3_2db04e][bookmark: _LINE__29_02e83875_ee0b_4e7b_9a28_e25cba]In developing and implementing the program, the department is directed to consult and coordinate with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the Department of Economic and Community Development, the Department of Marine Resources, the Maine Technology Institute, the Governor's Energy Office and any other state agencies or other public or private entities and may contract with public or private entities and individuals for those purposes.
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