132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Eliminate the Sales Tax on Prepared Foods and Support the State's Hospitality Industry
L.D. 
An Act to Eliminate the Sales Tax on Prepared Foods and Support the State's Hospitality Industry
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__4b0ad11a_0955_40ee_828][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__6dc1dc17_1a7b_49f6_888d_4898e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__139af70c_4066_4d6b_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_1afc7a04_fd0a_40b4_b0ae_e5afc3a][bookmark: _PAR__1_fac7a272_9481_4d81_aac6_cca6778b][bookmark: _LINE__1_1ca2ffc6_72cb_4497_926f_96f26e3]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _CONCEPT_DRAFT__88f32a59_1920_407f_b811_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7586f8ad_7504_4d01_94][bookmark: _PAR__2_53f0a355_d3d5_4c20_b976_075699ce][bookmark: _LINE__2_dd5a9187_afe9_48db_af13_2291670]CONCEPT DRAFT
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_1f34f439_9cbc_4544_a6ed_085ba7e1][bookmark: _LINE__5_067467dd_4ed6_46b5_b85d_aea7d55][bookmark: _LINE__6_d4e094b6_9bad_4d8b_9f2f_cf40660][bookmark: _LINE__7_bf0b91f9_b374_4882_817e_2bd2c03][bookmark: _LINE__8_91994813_a98a_4d88_84ec_d980dfb][bookmark: _LINE__9_12eff1f9_d216_445e_bf8a_519bf2b]This bill proposes to eliminate the 8% sales tax on all prepared foods, including meals served in restaurants, for the purpose of boosting economic activity by making dining out more affordable.  The Department of Economic and Community Development would be required to initiate an advertising campaign to encourage tourism in Maine and promote dining establishments as tax-free, with the exception of alcoholic beverages.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_6b21bb37_36b3_402f_8099_736f0d72][bookmark: _LINE__12_e827b315_6dc7_4d77_8dbd_9028cc][bookmark: _LINE__13_9ec1afe3_86cb_48e3_bad5_2debae][bookmark: _LINE__14_bbfb6b12_2899_4f03_acd9_d1058e][bookmark: _LINE__15_f572fba1_6936_4d8f_bad6_bddbdc]1.  Broadening the items subject to sales tax and increasing the rate of the sales tax on certain high-end luxury items, such as bicycles, boating gear and other recreational equipment; high-end electronics, such as smartphones and laptops; and elective medical procedures that are not medically necessary;
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