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An Act to Provide Young Children Stable Access to Health Care
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c06e47a_7e6a_41df_99d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e628f069_b983_4b11_b92b_4f5c][bookmark: _PAR__6_196f1e7c_9103_4995_bed3_48cbed83][bookmark: _LINE__14_48ed2e7d_0b93_4546_a503_849ee7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__78c4779b_b882_4c91_ab5]B.  The child's parent or legal guardian requests termination of the child's eligibility;
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3912f005_ec00][bookmark: _PAR__10_aade1aed_4193_458e_96c2_eecb226][bookmark: _LINE__21_af996783_2d28_49f9_8dae_002f7e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f7679725_ad6b_45ac][bookmark: _LINE__22_77900923_07f2_4f71_95dc_d11d6a][bookmark: _LINE__23_d22dcf77_9673_4c77_addc_223559][bookmark: _LINE__24_fcff0782_0000_4505_a2b8_0247d2][bookmark: _LINE__25_c8a75b3a_e50f_4126_ae98_506364][bookmark: _LINE__26_c5c0204e_c106_475f_b609_57198b]Sec. 2. Department to apply for federal approval. The Department of Health and Human Services shall, by December 31, 2025, apply to the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a waiver or demonstration project or to amend a pending or current waiver or demonstration project to provide continuous eligibility for a child from birth through 5 years of age who is eligible for and enrolls in the MaineCare program.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_5d11a26b_bf4e_4b67_b111_84ebbb2][bookmark: _LINE__28_e8c3074e_8d46_4182_b5d2_8455d7][bookmark: _LINE__29_8b4691cd_e12d_489f_a37f_6672ee][bookmark: _LINE__30_1f9c5295_c8c1_4adf_b77e_bc6886][bookmark: _LINE__31_89797c87_cc09_4e93_a8ff_ad3f7b][bookmark: _LINE__32_646668ec_4730_4212_94ec_6503e5][bookmark: _LINE__33_c18d4329_267f_4a32_aed1_3b65a2][bookmark: _LINE__34_146718ff_2c60_4896_9de5_8b5bd7][bookmark: _LINE__35_a4feb0cf_0c77_49d8_b706_09f98a][bookmark: _LINE__36_97c8346b_be27_4026_82e5_06117f][bookmark: _LINE__37_a175f057_7091_4d65_b00a_6b83e1][bookmark: _LINE__38_36c42141_ae1b_4fe6_907e_687351][bookmark: _LINE__39_3e38e5d6_eff6_4105_9614_386071][bookmark: _LINE__40_2237248d_7a7f_4afd_9322_da6058][bookmark: _LINE__41_c6b20991_ee4e_4448_9f22_c061cb][bookmark: _LINE__42_5ae4b0d8_b1b1_4608_8494_bd76a9]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to apply, by December 31, 2025, to the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a waiver or demonstration project or to amend a pending or current waiver or demonstration project to provide continuous eligibility to a child from birth through 5 years of age who is eligible for and enrolls in the Medicaid program. Upon the approval of such a waiver or demonstration project, it requires the department to adopt rules to establish the continuous eligibility of a child from birth through 5 years of age who is eligible for and enrolls in the Medicaid program, regardless of the child's family's change in income. Continuous eligibility must be maintained through the end of the month in which the child attains 6 years of age, but a child's eligibility to receive continuous coverage must be redetermined or terminated if the child is no longer a resident of the State, the child's parent or legal guardian requests termination of the child's eligibility, the child dies or the department determines that the child's eligibility was erroneously granted at the most recent determination, redetermination or renewal of eligibility because of agency error, fraud, abuse or perjury.
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