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An Act to Lower Consumer Electricity Costs by Prohibiting the Recovery Through Rates of Costs Attributable to Net Energy Billing
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__538efce2_db05_4966][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d3544420_46a7_4369_b8fb_d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__fc5379b9_39b1_471e_b5][bookmark: _PAR__2_fb2dd0ac_204c_48fe_b48d_2659c99b][bookmark: _LINE__2_7d690f54_797f_46a0_af10_dfe5b0b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3d9a89b0_9819_47e6]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§1, ¶B-1 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5376384c_e67a_4e9e_91ea_b517][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__db263b06_5dc5_4388_9aa][bookmark: _PAR__8_3123e0f5_7815_41dd_a0d4_e3f2120b][bookmark: _LINE__17_d83ca7a3_edfe_4424_b6c0_8a9fc9][bookmark: _LINE__18_694bc1db_c92b_4d90_87d4_ff4256][bookmark: _LINE__19_9a162b94_faf9_4eb9_a979_9763f8][bookmark: _LINE__20_624f7ee2_26ae_4020_84cf_25fe1f][bookmark: _LINE__21_8a28fc60_5ec1_4f31_81c0_20c705][bookmark: _LINE__22_b00ee2e4_7f6e_4b55_90c5_10b3da][bookmark: _LINE__23_ddac2995_e9c9_43ac_b78f_a50139][bookmark: _LINE__24_681fb525_5868_4965_9433_ed36fb][bookmark: _LINE__25_1cf654d9_4e8b_4849_883a_901e06][bookmark: _LINE__26_0c0693fb_e461_4455_941c_5cb036]The commission shall adopt rules to establish a process by which kilowatt-hour credit program costs are distributed to transmission and distribution utilities using funds from the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund. The rules must require a transmission and distribution utility to provide to the commission, at least annually, an estimate of kilowatt-hour credit program costs for the following year. The commission rules must establish a schedule for the commission's payment of kilowatt-hour program costs and a reconciliation process by which any overpayments are returned by a transmission and distribution utility to the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, rules adopted by the commission pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__84e24269_0127_4fff_b9e0_0e64][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cc6d19f0_940e_4a41_865][bookmark: _PAR__2_27d177fc_c03f_461b_a135_217091ff][bookmark: _LINE__7_6ba4d2a0_6941_4747_aab8_4309767][bookmark: _LINE__8_8a9ba91c_33d7_4cc2_b882_932e8cc][bookmark: _LINE__9_004d0a13_87b1_4cd7_a378_749602d][bookmark: _LINE__10_aeb65fef_bee5_490e_9463_a5bc96][bookmark: _LINE__11_246203cb_2eae_42f7_b6b7_242896][bookmark: _LINE__12_b767adca_8374_4165_aded_abb996][bookmark: _LINE__13_5a973555_ea9c_42f6_a0bd_02d7a0][bookmark: _LINE__14_6f309d19_9924_4fb1_b17f_bc960e][bookmark: _LINE__15_a45eedc1_89c6_45e9_bb77_1e6c97][bookmark: _LINE__16_d04c50a9_27ab_4b1d_9cc0_46c9b0][bookmark: _LINE__17_c67868a2_8177_446d_901e_78ae2a][bookmark: _LINE__18_a0856985_603d_49ff_9fbc_753903]The commission shall adopt rules to establish a process by which commercial and institutional program costs, less monetized benefits, are distributed to transmission and distribution utilities and distributed generation resources, as applicable, using funds from the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund. The rules must require a transmission and distribution utility to provide, at least annually, to the commission an estimate of commercial and institutional program costs for the following year, as well as an estimate of monetized benefits. The commission rules must establish a schedule for the commission's payment of commercial and institutional program costs and a reconciliation process by which any overpayments are returned by a transmission and distribution utility to the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund.  Rules adopted by the commission pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_beb0e22e_f9a7_473b_965f_6a5931bc][bookmark: _LINE__28_76eaeea3_ef7c_4b51_b2fe_e0c2cd][bookmark: _LINE__29_66c7b50f_c229_4029_8e0a_8a4ed3][bookmark: _LINE__30_b2469597_f609_4968_86dc_ce39ad][bookmark: _LINE__31_fa497c4a_c3fe_4f90_99ba_3af1e7][bookmark: _LINE__32_570a657b_8f9d_40d9_bfd5_818f3a][bookmark: _LINE__33_b1508b63_7b8d_42dc_92dc_ac156f][bookmark: _LINE__34_a2994dc9_e7ad_4057_8a55_ac67fe][bookmark: _LINE__35_229f839b_8cac_47f6_8c04_9cd7ca][bookmark: _LINE__36_6f9a0792_8262_4e76_8cab_e04767][bookmark: _LINE__37_67989ff8_895e_42f8_8c0b_c0737a]This bill prohibits the inclusion of certain costs associated with the kilowatt-hour credit and commercial and institutional net energy billing programs in the operating expenses of a transmission and distribution utility. The bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to establish a process by which kilowatt-hour credit program costs and commercial and institutional program costs, less monetized benefits, are distributed to transmission and distribution utilities and distributed generation resources, as applicable. The bill establishes the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund for the purposes of receiving General Fund appropriations for payments for kilowatt-hour credit program costs and commercial and institutional program costs and any overpayments returned by transmission and distribution utilities.
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