132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Update the State Supplement to Supplemental Security Income
L.D. 
An Act to Update the State Supplement to Supplemental Security Income
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e4c8c7a2_f73b_4f1a_82f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__4e22d5f0_3529_4cfb_a7c7_a5c20][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__3cb26b92_6502_46ae_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_2fb8d3e8_8c6c_4d6c_b5db_fe7c6fa][bookmark: _PAR__1_495f0d05_b459_46ff_b436_4213c695][bookmark: _LINE__1_d2c5bfa5_f2b3_497b_83c5_b9e2de5]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_df96add0_69c3_4aab_b22a_917d5352][bookmark: _LINE__21_fd5da8d7_f657_4565_bacc_9ad665][bookmark: _LINE__22_bb3aa75e_2b87_4a77_97e0_b09781][bookmark: _LINE__23_e4d5d6e2_d7fc_4704_abbb_2ddd31][bookmark: _LINE__24_f89cd6ec_7317_45b9_bbb5_681b7f][bookmark: _LINE__25_000d567c_691e_4bc6_88cc_7b1530]1.  It changes the minimum state supplemental income benefit from $8 per month for an individual and $12 per month for a couple to $65 per month for an individual and an amount per couple that is consistent with the amount provided to an individual and to a couple under current law, which requires benefits for a couple to be 150% of the benefit for an individual, making the new amount $97.50 per month for a couple.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_955f4484_9d7a_4305_b082_3585f44][bookmark: _LINE__29_2138dfaa_8008_47e0_bb27_a4214d][bookmark: _LINE__30_1a9d432b_ab6a_4206_a5bd_6750c3][bookmark: _LINE__31_eff79fc1_5603_440b_8bba_6d9f42][bookmark: _LINE__32_3813d940_9b9b_4ed7_99ee_852955]3. It provides that, in the priority sequence by which the Department of Health and Human Services must budget and authorize for expenditure appropriations available for benefits, the cost-of-living adjustment must have priority immediately after the minimum payment.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ff01afaa_e446_4e9d_97ec_cb14fd3][bookmark: _LINE__33_6631a9ea_b575_40fb_8330_f4c33f][bookmark: _LINE__34_9bd52f8f_687a_4948_a986_6cbbcc][bookmark: _LINE__35_4405e981_baad_4187_8d85_fefe10][bookmark: _LINE__36_a5d91423_b20a_4338_9f76_9010dd]4.  It updates the declared intent of the Act to provide that, if it is proposed that benefits provided are to be increased on any future date, cost-of-living adjustments be included in the benefits to be increased rather than increasing the benefits provided to a beneficiary who resides in certain living arrangements.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3e6d3a56_32e8_4a6f_b4f8_87bdc69][bookmark: _LINE__37_52a2680f_67d4_4040_97a2_0c1cec][bookmark: _LINE__38_9d6fa13c_ac24_43e4_8aec_4bdd28][bookmark: _LINE__39_6fbc839a_7a00_4c62_99c6_6bc1e8]5.  It requires the Department of Health and Human Services to ensure that eligible individuals residing in nursing homes have a monthly amount for personal needs equal to at least 3 times the amount of the state supplemental income benefit.
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